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THE 


GRAND PRESUMPTION 
OF THE 


ROMAN CHURCH 


In Equalling their own Traditions to th 
Written Word of God. 


Col; 3-16. 


Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in you rich- 
ly, &e, 


Is the Obſervation of St. Chryſoſtows, Chryſeft. ad 
\ and an undoubted Truth, Tice: wir <0 &1VT- 
3404 al *Emponay Tlavnu* Eyxuon If m makoy as 
SN Suiys a5Ty mpruera cle flv aury h mguons 
> All theEpiſtles of St.Pawl are ſacred; 
but yet there is ſomething more then ordinary 
in thoſe Epiſtles of his which were written and 
ſent to ſuch and ſuch Churches or Perſons when he 
was in his Bonds , whereof this to the Coloſſians 
was one. TheophylaF reckons up five ſeverall E- ns 
piſtles written by St. Pas] whit he was a Priſo- piſt. ad Col. 
2 ner. | 
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ner. *H arss Egeorus, y mpds $1Anuore, 1 meds TiuoNeor, n Tees 
ÞGrarmmMicg, x aUTy NN Tpos Konoaracs, oy Niojols oyTos day? 
The Epiſtle to the Epheſians, to Philemon, to Ti- 
»o1hy, tothe Philippians, and this tothe Coloſſrans, 
were written by St. Paul when he was in Bonds. 
That this Epiſtle was certainly written at Kome, 


we learn from its ancient Poſtſcript 3 which is con- 


firm'd by the expreſs Teſtimony of Oecumenins, 

Argum. E- Teum imxznme Sn Pouns, St, Paul ſent this Epiſtle from 

piſt. ad Col. 2,270. And that it was one of the lateſt, we ga- 

Chryſ.adCol. ther from St. Chryſoſtom , who faith that the A- 

© 3  poſtle wrote it 9% 75 7426 5% ug/yuers, towards the 
End of his Preaching ; ſo late, that Chronologers 
place it inthe (ixtieth year of- Chriſt. 

Who theſe Coloſſians were, and 1n what Region 
of the world their City ſtood, we learn from ſe- 
verall Authours. Tis Tis gupias 1* x) dinov bu 3% my 

Chryſ.ad Col. Azodjxcray manvioy ervar* fo St. Chryſoftom - and after 
TheophyL. i R him Theophyla&t , Ions agvpicg al Konownt, ot vov AS2DWeVau 
locum cun- X9ya, or Xwve ſaith Oecumeniws 3 Colofſe was a City 
oor. into. Of Phrygia, (now called Chona ) as is evident, in 
cum eun. that Laodicea was within its Neighbourhood, This 
de, City Herodotas ſtyles ww, Great; and Xenophon 
calleth it «//«/zore, Profperous, thriving, rich : ſo 
great, and ſo rich, that Pliny, reckoning up Phry- 
gie oppida celeberrima, the moſt famous Towns of 
Phrygia, counts this for one. 

In this renowned City the Goſpel was planted 
by Epaphras : which being done, the Devil, ac- 
cording to his uſuall manner, raiſed up ſuch and 


" Theoph.in ſuch Hereticks to ſubvert it. Thus TheophylaF, MNe- 


Argum. E- : ' , + <@ » n © 
piſt. ad Col, !165) 71 Arya auTUS evEmnuTavETo, There was 4 Certain 


. wicked Opinion ſpred amongſt them : and what 


that was he tells us ; "N17 34g, 4 )8 72 Tis, ama of dyyi- 


Ay, 


Traaiuions to the written Word. © 5 

Awv, Tory mar Tr Oip xxl Tlatys They «7 ppoſed that 
Man hath acceſs to God and the Father,not by the 
Son, but by the Angels. But beſides this heterodox . 
and monſtrous Opinion, Theodoret ſaith y Nowes Gn —_ 
01 magamighres "I aings o Ewniings, They had many ad Col. 
Greek, and Jewiſh Obſervations, mingling Hea- 
theniſh Philoſophy with Chriſtzanity , reducing the 
abrogated Ceremonies of the Law, and confoun- 
ding Chriſt with Moſes. The conlideration of thele 
. erroneous Opinions and Praftices, which Epaphras 

had made known to St. Paxl, did wiv Tv Ange, 
Aov Tgds 70 yeded 4 wmv Ty Emma, move the Apoſtle ; 
to write this Epiſtle 3 wherein, beſides the Proem 
and the Epilogue, he layeth down , #yvaruwr, the 
great DoFrines and Principles of Fazth : he alſo 
gives them, #545, ſuch and ſuch morall Inſtrugi- 
ons and Rules of life. And becauſe it was impoſ- 
ſible for him in one ſhort Epiſtle to illuſtrate or 
comprehend 3a tywiaoruStiey , the whole entire 
Syſteme and Body of Chriſtianity, in all its diſtin 
_ and particular branches he therefore refers them 
to that comprehenſive and perfe& ARnle, the written 
Word of God, as being ſufficient to arm them a- 
gaiaſt all Hereſfes, to confirm them in the Faith, 
and guide them in their Converſation: and that's 
the buſineſs of the Text , Let the word of Chriſt 
dwell, &c. | 

The words contain a neceſſary Exhortation, gi- 
ven indeed immediately to that Church whereua- 
to St, Payl wrote and directed this Epiſtle 3 but 
deligned and intended for all Churches, yea and 
Perſons too, where the Goſpel 1s or ſhall be prea- 
ched for ever, We have in them three things con- 


ſiderable. 
7 7 Þ I, The 
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T. The Matter or 0bje@& of that Endeavour and 
Study te which the Apoſtle doth invite us 5 and 
that 18, ai; Xu5#, the word of Chriſt. But what's 
that? Cornelis 4 Lapide an{wers thus, DoGrina &- 
Evangelium Chriſti, * Tis the Dotfrine and Goſpel of 
Chriſt : and thus Calvin, who tells us, Yult DoGri- 
nam Evangel:ii illis eſſe familiarem , The Apoſtle 
would have the Do@rine of the Goſpel to be fami- 
liar to them. Eſtix expounds it thus; Fides ſer 
DoGrina Chriſti, the Faith or DoGtine of Chriſt : 
# Merrie, mt Syuars, al mgrracts, dV wv SiTia nuas 6 
X;:585, the Inſtructions, the Dofrines, the Admo- 
nitions, whereby Chriſt teacheth us 3 ſo Theophy- 
laF. Ourlearned Davenant extends the Expreſ- 
fion farther, and takes in the 0/4 Teſtamewt too: 
Evangelinm, vel DoGrina Scripturarum St. Paul 
means either the Goſpel, or the whole Dofrine of 
the Seripiures. Accordingly St. Chryſoſtors here 


tells the Laiety, ET:Tpere vwuy ms yeares dyayvdoray, 


St. Pant permits you to reade the Scriptures, So 


. that by the word of Chriſt in the Text we may ve- 


ry well underſtand both the Teſtaments : which 
Latitude of Interpretation is countenanced by 
ſome Manuſcripts, which reade it, as Groti#s ob- 
ſerves, 5 2295 #8 «7, the Yord (not, of Chriſt, but) 
of God. And fo the Arabick Verſion, Sermo Dez, 
the Word of God, even the whole Sacred Writ. 

2. The » 75, or Merner, which the Apoſtle 
preſcribes, and every man muſt obſerve, in his 
reading and ſtudying the Word of Chriſt. *Tis 
thus expreſſed, worcr, Jet it dwel/, What's that ? 
Ne patiamini Verbum Dei, quaſt peregrinumn, foris 
ftare, ſed intromittatur in domicilium Cordis veſtri, 
ſaith- our excellent Davenantz Do not Pr os 

| Wor 
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Word of Chriſt to fland without doors, like a flran- 
ger, but admit it into the inward men: and when 
once 'tis received, keep it faſt 3 nunguan ex avi- 
mis veſtris abeat , let it never go out of your 
minds3 ſo Grotiw. 'Tis the Obſervation of St. 
Chryſoſtome and Theophyla#, Ov amy, 'O abs rs Kuvs 
W var tw ama; and 1, vwurim* St, Paul doth not 
barely ſay, Let the wordof Chriſt be in you 5 but, 
let it del}, and that Taz, richly, 2. e. went wovas 
ns mgeria, in great abundance. 'Tis not.enough 
to acquaint our ſelves with a few Paſſages onely 3 
but we are concerned to ſtudy Prophetas, Apoſto- 
los, Evangeliſtas, (aith Biſhop Davenant, the Pro- 
phets, the Apoſtles, the Evangeliſts, even the 
whole written Word of God. 

3- The Perſons whom St. Paul doth thus exhort 
to reade, ſtudy, and familiarly acquaint themſelves 


with, the ord of Chriſt, The Text ſaith, 'Ever-_ 
xd var, Let the Word of Chriſt dwell 1n you. 


But who arethey ? Certainly the ſelf-ſame per- 
ſons to whom he directs his whole Epiſtle 3 and 
that ſtands thus inſcribed, Teis & Koncantrs apiors x) mi- 
5075 dSragers 2» XG, To the Saints and faithful bre- 
threw in Chrift which are at Colofſe. The Ex- 
preſſion takes in not Archippw, not the Biſhop, not 
their ſizifters onely; but the common people, even 
a that profeſſed the Faith of Chrift too. 

The firſt thing confiderable io the Text (and 
which alone I ſhall here handle)is the Matter or 0b- 
Jed of that Study whereunto St. Paul doth here 
invite the Colofſzenr and all Chriſtians whatſoever 
and that is, »by% Xe:5%, the Word of Chriſt, the 
Law and the Goſpel, Moſes and the Prophets , the 
Evangeliſts and the Apoſtles,theOld Teſtament and 


the: 


Col. 1. 2. 


d Romiſh Preſumption in equalling 
the New. Now that whatſoever is contained in 
any of theſe moſt certainly is, and may therefore 
moſt juſtly be ſtyled, The Word of Chriſt, is evi- 
dent upon a twofold ground. 


1, Chriſt is the Efficient Cauſe of all the Scri- 


pture 3 each of the T<ſtaments hath him for its 
Authour. See this diſtintly in three Particu- 

lars. 
Firſt, Chriſt is the Great and undoubted Anuthour 
Joh. 1.17, of the Law. The Evangeli(t indeed tells us, The 
(1. amy Jo- Law was given by Moſes: but how that was Orj- 
" gentells us, who thus diſtinguiſheth 5 Nevonewer ny 
uky vouoy Ng Marius SIoSw, 5% Va Montos* Wenunder- 
ſtand that the Law was given by Moſes , but not 
from him. Doubtleſs Origen means the ſame thing. 
Eraſm. in Which Eraſmus thus expreſlieth, J/oſes Legis Anthor 
Joann. C:1. go fuit, Moſes Was not the Authour of that Law; 
Cit, in Jo- DOy Caſtalio tells us, 2y0d Lex data eſt, Divini fuit 
ann. C- 1-16. Beweficit, T he giving of the Law was from the 
AS 7-35 Kindneſs of God. As for Moſes, *tis ſaid, he recej- 
ved the lively Oracles 3 fanariuer& , x, hafooy may enige, 
Chryſ. in Jo- ſaith St. Chryſoſtomn, he received the Law from an- 
+ 117* others and ſo:;proved not the Legiſlator to eſta- 
bliſh and wake the Law, but a Miniſter, an He- 
rauld, a Scribe, to receive, proclaim and write it. 
So that Ebzov, that peſtilent Heretick, had no rea- 
ſon to think 2Joſes, who is ſaid to have given the 
Law, to be upon that ſcore a greater man then 

Chriſt. 

- Butalthough the firſt Promulgation and Deli- 
very of the Law upon Mount $7naicannot poſhbly 
be aſcribed unto Moſes, yet It ſeems very clearly 
to be attributed unto Angels, Thus St. Pal, For 
if the word ſpoken by angels was ſledfaſt , &c. 


hat 
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What word was that 2 - TheophylaT tells us, "Hm: 5 TheophylaB. 
Sugrey ©, 3 mdrre md acyatiyuarre me Gs Th mane et man dana CUM: 
oxy NrTa* the Apoſtle means either the Decalogue, 
or generally «/ Commands diſpenſed: by Angels 
under the Old Teſtament. Thus St. Chryſoſtow, 
e8Kdzoy;, acyrlyuware, the Decalogue, the Command- chry,, in lo- 
ments: Lex Moſir, the Law of Moſes ; ſo Grotize. <um- 
And of this Law the Apoſtle doth elſewhere thus Galar. 3.19. 
affirm, Dame; ayiror, it was ordained by Angels. 
How ſo? Miniſterio Angelorum, by the Miniſtery of 
Angels 5 ſoClariws. *Tis the obſervation of Groti- 
&s, that the Law was pronounced by ſome one of 
the Angels, others attending round about him. 

And that-the Law was indeed delivered by 
ſome one ſingle Angel , we learn from that of 
St. Stephen ; This is that Moſes who was in the ak. 1. 38. 
church in the wilderneſs, with the angel that ſpake 
to him in the mount Sinac wr dyin, with the An- 
gel, the expreſſion imports that it was ſome one 
particular Azge/ who pronounced the Law... But 
What and who this Angel was, 'tis ſomewhat uncer- 
tain, Grotis ſaith, it was wnw ex. precipuis Amn- Grot.in Heb. 
gelis, one of the chiefeſ# Angels 3 it was ſuch an © ** 
Angel as was counted worthy to repreſent the per- 


ſon and, bear the name of God... So Moſes tells us, 


God ſpake all theſe words. And as Moſes gives him xx, 2o. x. 

this glorious Title, fo doth this Awge/ himſelf aſ- 

ſume and own it; I aus the Lord thy God, &c. And 

that he was ſo-indeed, the people betieved 5 The 

Lord our God hath ſhewed w4 his glory, and we have Det. $.24- 

heard his voice « we have ſeen this. day, that God | 

doth talk with man, &c. From theſe expreſlions 

ſeveral Interpreters do gather, that this Azge/ who. 

delivered the Law was the Second Per/on. in the 
—_ St: + Trinity, 


_—_ 
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Trinity, whoſe vatiotts Appearances under the 

Old Teitament were nothing elfe but, as St. Au- 

fine ealls them, 85mbola E Prelndia Incarnationir, 

the 8y-bols, Tokens and Eflays of his Incarnation. 

Gregor is "This ts that which Nazianzehe confidently af- 

Nee. Orat, firms, Filium Det its Monte Sind cum Moſe locutumn 

49- efſe ſcimws 5 That the Sow of God uport Mount 

Sina did —_— m_— Is a eng that we 

fm KaAoWs And to this purpofe doth St. Chryfoſiom 

| v0 ned expound that vaſfagh bf t: Stephen, He we oy 

wilderneſs with the angel. What Angel means he? 

Se. Chryſoſtom anfwers, 7» Viv vs Ow aſysxor rgnd 

'Tis the So of God whom he calleth #n Age]: and 

dgatn, a Iretle after, tv Sereyrn im 6 3p dels £UTY 6 iu 

KS: Ty 6 dons Cds zy1anc;* the expreſiton ſheweth, 

| that che Angel who appeared to Moſes was the 

| Angel of the great Connſel: and who is that 2 Djc2 

pate ren. tyfturthe Arcop agite anſwers thus, «iris "lnoFr, Feſwy 
rarchiz C: 4+ himſelf. OT OLD 

- And tiideed, that it was fome Perſon of the 

Bleffed: Tri#ity that delivered the Law, was the 

Opinion not onely of Philo the Jew, but of St. Cy- 

prian, Juſtine Martyr, Terttllian, and ſome other 

Fathers of the Chriftian Church, who affirmed 

with ofe confent; revera fie Denn, that it was 

Godindeed. But let ts adit the Opinion of theſe 


FO 


learned and pious men to be a miſtake, and that. 


Pim. ubi Of St. Dionyſiws tor be'a Fruth;' 4nd ran Ormce 
ſupra” 2, 76h t2e91 78. vis 247 $45ian I? * Ay iray tir Nuke aporn3fiy* 
The Scriptures teach ns that the Divine Law was 


Feſeth.),15. handed tous by Angels : ſo Joſephus too 3 1Hdbe 


re Tor Avyudmoy x, Te mariTe. oy T6; yours d? dyyiney” Our 
moſt excellent Do@rines and maſt holy Pre- 
cepts were delivered to us by Angels, | 

| & Well, 


[ \ 


Traditions to the written VVorg. 

Well, ſuppoſe it be certain. that Amgels, pro- 
perly ſocalled, had to doe with the delivery of the 

aw; yet.this doth no way hinder but that Chrij 
may be, and ſurely is, the Legi//atowr (till : for 
whatever this Avgel, whoever he was, delivered 
upon Mount $iza, was the Di&ate of God. So 
the ſame Authours tell us. *Ex ©:# Shognwir©, The 
Law was given by God; ſo Dion I Ayer 
mes ©: wadrrey, The Law wasdelivered by An- 
gels, who had learnd and received it from God 


ſo Joſephus. 


= 


And what Perſon of the Godhead it was, Saint Auguſt. con- 
Auſtine thus informs us. Quemadmodum Verbum Adiman- 


Dei, quod eſt Chriſtus, loquitur in Propheta, ſic & in 
Angelo loquiturz As the Word of God, which is 
Chriſt, ſpeaks in a Propher, fo doth he ſpeak in an 


Angel too. 


rum c. 9, 


I remember Celivs Rhodiginws tells us that the Cel. Rhodie. 


Law-givers of the Nations were very ambitions to 
make their Subjects believe, that all the Laws 
which they eſtabliſhed were derived from ſome 
Deity or other. Thus Triſmegiſizs fathered his 
Laws upon Mercyry 5 Draco and Solon theirs upon 
Minerva; Zamolxis his upon Veſta; Plato his upon 
Jupiter and Apol/o3 Numa his upon Egeria,&c. Now 
that Divine Honour which they ſought for their 
Laws ours hath, which undoubtedly is the Law of 
4 God, or, as my Text words it, aiy& x57, the 
worg of Chriſt , that Glorious Law-giver , with 
whom' thoſe of this World whom Sexeca menti- 


I, 18, C. 19» 


ons for the wiſeſt, Solon, Lycurgaa, Zalencrs, Cha- _ Epi: 


rondgs, &c. are not oncetobe named. 
Secondly, All the Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 


ment bave Chriſt tor. their Authour too. . 
B 2 ©-—"v5T'i8 


12 


Deut. 33-1+ 


2 Pct. I. 20, 


Heb. 1. 1. 


2 Pet. I. 21», 


Ezck. 11, > 
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Tis certain,that thoſe Holy men who delivered 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament to the Jewiſh 
Church were infpired from Heaven and hence it 
is that the Scripture ſtyles a Prophet D187 ON, 
« man of God, i.e. a man commiſſioned, authori- 
Zed and informed by God. St. Peter tells us, No 
prophecie of the Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation, ii4 ima of private incitation, ſo our 
learned Hammond renders It : the exprefiion im- 
ports, that the Prophets were not ſue mentis, ſed 
Divini Conſdiz, Interpretes, as Cameron words it 5 
they did not reveal their owr: minds, but God's. 
Thus St. Paxl, God fpake by the Prophets; they 
were ©try5uyu, men carried, ated andtaught by 
God. 

And what Perſon of the Trinity it was that in- 

ſpired theſe Prophets St. Peter tells us, Holy mers 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Thus 
Ezekiel, The Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and ſaid 
unto me, Speak, Thws ſaith the Lord, &c. There 
was iT:oimns Ilvvuart, faith Cameron , the Spirit 
of God did invade , ſeile and enter the Prophets of 
old : and, tipon that ſcore, thoſe Meſſages which 
they delivered and left upon record are common- 
ly ſtyled 24am dxtygapa, the Holy Writings; or, 
as Dionyſizs calleth them, ©#0x03iw, the Diſcourſes , 
Sermons, or Words of God. 

And as the Prophecies of theſe Holy men with a 
reſpect to the whole Trinity are indeed the Word 
of God; ſolikewiſe with a more particular Ap- 
propriation to the Second Perſon they may be juſtly 
ſtyled, according to the expreſſion in the Text, 
avy@ X55, the word of Chriſt. For that this Bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, by whom theſe Prophets were —_— 

: y 


—_— 
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bly taught and guided in all their Meſlages, is in- 
deed the Spirit of Chriſt, *tis an Article of our 
Chriſtian Faith, delivered to us both in the Nicewe 
and Athanaſian Creeds, For although the. Title 
that was expreſ]y given the Spirit by the ancient 
Fathers of the Greek Church in the Creeds of 
Nicea and Conſilantinople were onely this, = % 
Tl27p3s 6xmgeviuerer, the Spirit that proceeds from the 
Father ; yet that it was their conſtant belief that 
the Spirit did alſo proceed from the $0, our ex- 
cellent Biſhop Pearſon hath undeniably evinced Pearſon on 


! ; J - : the Creed; 
from ſeveral expretiions of Epiphanizs, who thus Aplohendas: 


affirms ; TTyevUga ©z8 Teo ua TTargs x mreopa Vis, The Spt- 2 Ancoe. 

rit of God is the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit 

of the Sor: too; G 7 Marys y m4 Tis, he is from the 

Father and from the Sor : and that, doubtleſs, not 

enely as he was anclently termed aaf4v07, recei- 

ving fromthe Father and the Son 5 but, ixmgwirerer, 

proceeding toO. | 
And this Proceſſion of the Spirit from the Sox 

though the Scripture doth no-where deliver in 

expreſſeand open terms, yet it doth virtually. con- 

tainand juſtly warrant it. For as he is ſtyled the 

Spirit of the Father, fois he as plainly ſtyled the 

Spirit of the Sox too: ſo St. Pal, God hath ſent 51, < 

forth the Spirit of his Son. And as he is ſtyled the 

Spirit of God,ſo is heſtyled the Spzrit of Chriſt too: 

thus the ſame St. Pani, If any: man have not- the Rom. 8:9. 

Spirit of Chriſt, &c. Sothen, 'tis evident that this 

Bleſſed Spirit by whom the Prophets of old were 

inſpired and acted is indeed the Spirit of Chriſt. 

So much St. Peter doth yet farther aſſure us, The "127: 

Spirit of Chriſt which was inthe Prophets, &c. And 

methinks1f that Holy Spirzs by ea 

| NIPl- 


_ 
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Inſpiration all the Prophets did ſpeak and write 
were and is the Spirit of Chriſt, we may eaſily 
grant that every Truth which theſe Prophets, by 
the Guidance of this Spirit, have delivered and 
left upon record , is aiy®& X25, the word of 
Chriſt, 

Thirdly, The New Teſtament hath Chri/# for 
its Authour too. *Tis often ſtyled Evayziaoy Ks, 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, St. Pal calleth it Evaſj4xey ri 
Ti7, the Goſpel ofthe Soz 5 and well he may, for 
all the Sermons recorded by the four Evangeliſts 
are the Sermons of this Son3 all the mighty works 
regiſtred in theſe ſeverall Goſpels are the Atira- 
cles of this $0n:3all the Promiles that are anywhere 
delivered by St. Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, 
are the Promiſes of this Sox 3 and whatever Truth 
we find mentioned by any one or all the Evange- 
liſts, 'tis the DoGrize of this Sow. Thus St. Paul, 
God hath ſpoken to ws by his Son, &c. Under the 
Law Gad ſpake by Angels and Prophets, that were 
his Servents 3 but under and inthe Goſpel he hath 
ſpoke more immediately by Chriſt, who is his Sox. 
And as the main Paſlages recorded by the four 
Evangeliſts were thus immediately delivered by 
_ Chriſtin his own Perſon :: ſo likewiſe thoſe holy 
men, Who were Amanuenſes Dez, the Secretaries 
and Pen-menof the Spirit, to write what our Sa- 
viour did and preached, and ſo to tranſmit his 
Truths, his Commands and his 2faracles to all ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, were provided and raiſed by Chriſt 
too. So that Text informs us, He gave ſome A- 
poſiles, and ſome Evangeliſis, &c. uns idoxaw, He 
gave, &*c, but who is that ? Idews ipſe Chriſize, (0 
Eſtias 3 5 Tiss, ſo St. Chryſoſtom : 'tis Chrifdz 'tis the 
| Sor, 


mod, 
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Son, that gave, But what did he give > 'Amgacs, 
Apoſtles, ſuch as St. Paul, Silas, Barnabas, &&c. 

to preach the Qoſpel3 and E2ywmrze, Evangelifts, 

Tx55 70 Buayynoy yea! arms, {o St. Chryſoſtom 5 he 

gave St. Matthew and others to write the Goſpel, 

and by ſodoing to convey itſincere, pure and in- 
corrupt to all Generations. And this doth Saint 

Paul acknowledges By Chriſt we have teceived rom. 1. 5. 
Grace and Apoſtleſhip : hence doth: St. Peter ſtyle 

himſelf thus, Peter 'an Apoſtle of Jeſnes Chriſt, &e. 1 Pet. 1.1, 
Chriſs iaſelt was known by the tame of 3 'Am- 
5a\uevs, the Apoſtle of his Father 3 but St. Peter 

and St. Paul were His. x | 

. And as theſe Apoſtles received their ſeverall 


 Commillions from Chrift, ſo were they careful to 


preach thoſe very DoErines which Chrift himſelf 
had taught them, Thus St. Pauls T have received ; co,.1n.23. 
of the Lord, that which I delivered unto you. Non | 
confinxi pro 1ngenio meo, Cc. (aith Cameron : 
Stz Paul did not invent, but receive, what Truths 
he preached and wrote they were not the 7/xes 
of his own Brain, but the Revelations and Dictates 
of Chriſt. And if ſo, if the Evangeliſts and A- 
poſtles, who preached and pennedthe whole New 
Teſtament, were not onely raiſed by Chriſt, but 
infallibly taught by his Spirittoo, we may con- 
clude, that this holy Goſpel], which was pub- 
hſhed and regiſtred by theſe inſpired Perſons, is 
indeed aiy© xg53, the word of Chriſt. But, 

. 2, The Scriptures are, and may be juſtly ſty- 
led , xby&- Xx7, the word of Chriſt, not onely 
as he is the Authowur ofthe whole, but alfo as heis 
the chief Subje@ and Matter of the moſt material 
Paſſages that are found therein. See this again 
in three Particulars. Firſt, 


adn - papacy PSII 


I6 


Gal. 3: 24» 


Pſalm 40.7. 
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Firſt, Chriſt is the grand ſ#bje# Matter of the 
Law. St. Paul tells us, the Law was our Schoolmas- 


fer « but what Leſſons doth it reaaſ@us ? the Text 


anſwers, the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring us 
znto Chriſt: *tisevident that Chrift was taught e- 
ven by the Law. Thus Calvin, In tote Ceremoe 
niarum Pomps quicquid oculis ingerebatur, id quaſt 
wotarm Chriſti impreſſan habebat ; Whatever Cere- 
monies the Law commanded, they were ſo many 
Types and Repreſentations of Chriſt. 

And that Chriſi was indeed the Perſor concer- 
ned and aimed at in the Law, it ſeems very evi- 
dent from that expreſſion which St. Paul bor- 
rows from the Pſalmiſt, In the volume of the Book 
it is written of me, &c, 'Ev x«pa\id), in the head of 
the Book. But what book doth he mean? Saint 
Auguſtine anſwers , librum Pſalmorum, the Book 
of Pſalms. But that cannot well be , becauſe 
the P/alms in Davids time were not yet col- 
lefted into a Book. St. Hierom therefore ex- 
pounds it thus, Zr the volume of the Book, i. e. In 
principio Geneſis, In the beginning of Geneſis. But 
if not ſo, if St. Hierom were miſtaken in the parti- 
cular Text to which the Pſalmiſt referreth 5 yet 
we have all reaſon to believe that he meant the 
avritinge of Moſes : for, as Ludovicws Cappelins 
rightly obſerves, in David's age there was ſcarce 
any other part of God's Word yet written preter 
Pentatenchum, belides the Pentatench, and perhaps 
that of Job. And to confirm this Interpretation of 
the Text, tis obſerved by ſeverall Authours, that 
the five Books of 240ſes were uſually ſtyled by the 
Jews, 187 &ogiv ſaith Auis, 4rnvopanuos faith Cappel- 
lus, BiBXiov, The Book 5 i. e. the chief and moſt ex- 
cellent Book. . . Bat 
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But whether the Pſalmiſt,and after him St. Pax), 
do particularly mean theſe Books of Moſes or not 5 
*tis ſure enough that our Bleſſed Saviour was much 
concerned in them. So much doth he himſelf ex- 
preſly tell the Jews, X4oſes wrote of me. It was Joh. 5. 46. 
one great Argument whereby our Bleſſed $avi- 
our did convince the Jews of grols Hypocrity. 
Aiigugitedr Mavoy midb'uv, faith Chriſt, Ye do ſtoutly 
contend that ye believe the Writings of Moſes, and 
doe what he commands but indeed there is no 
ſuch matter : for had ye believed Moſes, ye would 
have believed me were ye indeed his Diſciples, 
ye would have been zvine too 3 for he wrote of me. 

And that he did ſo indeed, is farther cleared 
from that Diſcourſe which our Bleſſed $aviorr 
had upon the day of his ReſurreFion with the two 
Diſciples upon the way. The Text faith, he ex- Luk. 24. 27, 
pounded nnto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himſelf: but whence took he the firſt 
riſe and ground of his Diſcourſe 2 the Text an- 
ſwers thus, de&us:'&@- 7 Mavi©&, beginning from Mo» 
ſes. So then 'tis evident that Loſes, who was the 
Pen-man of the Law, was the firſt Pen-man of the 
Goſpel too3 he was an Evangeliſt as well as a Pro- 
het : and although he'repreſented: Chriſt, as Gro- 
t#i#5 words it, &y TUTUs x, gupBonus, by ſymbolicall 
Types and Figxres z. though his Doctrine of the 
Meſſias. was involved and wrapt up, as Dionyſius 
phraſeth it, <&757dou40;y iegois, in ſacred Veils 3 yets 
ſure we are,the after of his Writings is Goſpel as 
_ Well as Law, | 

2. Chriſt is the great and principall $»bje& of 
the-Prophets too. The miraculous Conception, the 


wonderfull Nativity, the boly Life, the igaominl- 
"2 : ous 


LS 
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ous Death, the honourable Burial, the Rtupendi. 


ous ReſurreGiow, the glorious Aſcenſion and Seſſrom 
| of Chriſt. at God's right hand, and his coming a- 


gainto Judgement; arc all recorded by the Prophets. 


Infomuch that it ſeems very ſtrange, that the Fews;. 


who had long expected their 2ſſzas, ſhould noc 
difcover Chriſt to be the man. St. Paul tells us, 


AR: 13. 27- They that dwell at Hiernſalem and their Rulers knew 


him not. But what made them to be thus ignorant ? 
The reaſon follows thus, They kwew no# the voices 
of the Prophets : the Text imports, that whoſoe- 
ver knows the Prophets muſt needs know the Xtef- 
fias roo; which isa convincing argument that they 
wrote about nm. 


Fhe Evangelifis do often telus, that ſuch and” 


ſach Paſſages refating toChrift, fuch and ſuch Ciy- 
canſtances that did attend his Eife and Death, were 
ſignal Accompliſhments of ſuch and ſuch PredifFions. 


What exprefiion more frequent then this, Thew 


was fulfilled that which was ſpokew by the Prophet 2 


Yea, if it were fulfilled, then was it /pokew too; if 


there was an Accompliſhment, there muſt be a Pro- 


phecie toO. And the truthrs, the PredifFiow is Of-- 


ten urged as the great reaſon of the Eventin ſeve= 
rat Paflages that relate to C{riſl. Thus St. Afat- 


Matt: 1- 22+ thew, All this was done, that it might be fulfilled 


which was ſpoken by the Prophet: And'thus our $4- 


Luk, 24. 44. 27owr himſelf ſeems to argue 3. AU things muſs. be- 


fulfilled which were written in the Law: of Moſes, 
and inthe Prophets, and inthe Pfalms,concerning me. 
W hatever ſtands written in the Prophets, we find 
accompliſhed..in the Evangeliſts : his very Death, 


_ of all things in the world the moſt »likely; could. 
Matt, 26:54. n0t be excepted... Thus 33. mſi be3 the Son of 
man. 
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man ###ſ# ſuffer and die : but why ſo? he tells us, 

The Son of man goeth, as it is written of him + writ- 

ten where? and by whom? St. Peter anſwers, God AR. 3. 18, 
beforehand had ſhewed by the mouth of all his Pro- 

phets., that Chrifi ſhould ſuffer. Tis evident from 

theſe and many more like expreſfions, that Chriſt, 

and the things of Chriſt, were the great Argument, 

the principal Subje@, nay the onely Theme, upon 

which the Oniverſality of the Prophets did both 

ſpeak and write. 

3- Chriſt is the great Snbje@ of the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſiles too. What is the grand Argument 
of St. Maithew's Goſpel, the very firſt Verſe thus 
informs us, The Book of thegeneration of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Zegerus tells us, Hoc cen Titulo totivs rei ſumman, 
onmEmque Evangelice hujas Narrationis pom 
Hiſtoriaw 5 The Evangeliſt in this ſhort Title in- 
forms us what is the Sz-2we and Argument of his 
whole Diſcourſe: and that is, ſaith Clarizs, zote 
Servatoris Vita, the whole Life of our Bleſſed $4- 
UIOKrs 
Indeed Eraſmys affirms, Hic Titulus non eft uni- 
verſi Argumentiz This Title, which St. Matthew 
doth here prefix before his Goſpel, doth not com- 
prehend the Summe of his whole Book: and Gro- 
#i& contends, that it is but 'E7:7e20% wee, a partial/ 
Inſcription, referring onely to Chriſt's Original. 
But however, what we want in the Tztle, we have 
;n the Book, which from the beginning tothe end 
contains nothing elſebut the Conception, Nativity, 
Life, Death, Burial and Reſurref&ion of Chriſt. 

And as for St. dark, who,as St. Auſtin oblerves, 
did little more then epitowize St. Matthew's Go- 


ſpell, he thus enters upon _ work 5 The beginnin 
2 
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of the Goſpel of Jeſas Chriſt And that this is indeed 


Operis Titulws, the Title of his whole Book, which 
comprehends the ſumme of all his following Diſ- 
courſe, and ſheweth that his deſign was to treat of 
nothing elſe but Chriſt, is the acknowledgement 
of Eraſmus, who denteth St. Matthew's Title ſo to 
be and doe. 

And what -is the Subject Matter of St: Luke's 
Goſpel, himſelf acquaints .his friend Theophilus - 
The former Treatiſe have I made of all that Jeſws be- 
gar both to doe and teach, Partitns eft omnem Chriſti 
Vitam in FaGta & Do@rinam, ſaith Eraſmus; St. 


- Take doth here divide the whole Life of Chrift into 


the Afiracles which he wrought, and the Sermons 
which he preached 3 and tells Theophiles, that theſe. 
two were the great Contents of his former Book. 
Thus Grotias : Hec verba brevem Evangelis deſcrip- 
tionem continent 3 Theſe words contain a ſhort de- 
ſcription of St. Luke's whole Goſpel, and ſhew that 
Chriſt is the Subjed of it. ISIS 
Andas for the AGs of the Apoſiles, uid: aliud 
eſt quam Evangelii pars? (aith Eraſmus, What is 
it elſe but a part of the Goſpel? What contains it 
but an Hiſtory of what the Apoſiles did and ſuffered 
upon the Account of Chriſt 124 
And what Saint Johr , our fourth Enangel:ſ#, 
treats of, the very tirſt line of his Goſpel tells us, 
Th the beginning was the Word « Tis but ove Word 
_ makes up his whole Book, and that Word is 
of then, tis clear enough that Chrift 1s: the 
onely SubjeF of all four Goſpels; but what do the 
Epiſtles treat of 2 St. Matthew, ark, Luke and 
John do write- of Jeſ#s ; but what doth St. SE 
oe? 
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doe ? 'Tis fure that' no Apoſtle preached, no;A- 

polſtle wrote ſo much: as'he3 'but what's' his: $#4b- 

jeff ? The Text anſwers , Ho” preached Jeſus a8. 5.2 
himſelf confirms ity We preachrnot our ſelves,; but 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
Chriſt,” And a& tie ipreachedy ſole wrote too :.%is 

eaſily ſeen, that if all-his-Fpifi/ercbere are but few 
-Paſſages to be found thatdo not one-way or other 

relate to Chriſt, So that, upon the: whole matter, 

we may ſafely fay,as Maldonate:dotb, Tote Serip* xulden.in 
tHra Chriſtum loquites, "The:whole Scripture {peaks Luc. 24. 27. 
'of C briſt. So CorntHhut a Lapide too, Tota;Seriptura Cornet & Lay. 
pro Argumento ſno habet Chriſtum 5 tota circa Chri- in Heb.10.7, 
ſtum verſatur : All the Bible, the 0/4 Teſtament 

and the New, A40ſes and the: Prophets, '\the Evenge- 

tifirand the Apoſtlerydoall treat of Chriſt; as Chriſt 

is the Authour of all Scriptures; ſo is he-their great 

Subje& matter too. And if ſo; we may-well con- 

clude, thatthe whole Bible is, what the Text ſtyles 

'ir; x60 xe55,/the Ford: of Chriſt... And 'fince*tis 

ſo, thefe Inferetices willamdeniably follow... _ 

I. That the-Seriptureswhave in them more'of cor oL. 
Excellence, Wiſedom, Purityand Holineſs, then awy LARIES; 
.or a other Writings whatſoever... '. __ _- 

| Tndeed, there may be.: add. certainly. is,. /ae- 
-what of worth in many -:other.'/ books belides:,,'tis 
poſſible ſometinies'to find Gold among #»4bi/h,and-! 

a Jewel may lie upon a dxrghill. That there are - 
many things of great uſe.in Humane, nay, in Hea- 
theniſh, Authours, no fober perſon, that ready and 
underſtands them, will deny.- $o excetlentare the 


#l. Rhodigs 


Writings ofPl4to;that4 find him:ſtyled-a/teroſes,a C!. RI 

. | . | Antiquir, 1, 
ſecond Moſesz-and the Ancients commonly ſurname 30, Co 37, 
him 95% Tixarwr,Plato the Divine. Such are the 2/0- | 


ralsof Phuterch, (a man'ſtyled n:m5omerepin "ApgoSimy, 
| C 3 the 


22 


_—— 


Romiſh Preſumption in equalling 


-theYewws Of all? biloſophy)that it was judged the fit-" 


Scultetus de 
Quaſtione, 
Ucrdm The- 
-ologo, &c- 


teſt book to be preſerved, if all books were to be 
burnt but ewe. Nay, ſo choile an Authour is that 
very Poet Homer s that Dionyſus calleth him 
$21i015rene, moſt Divine. ' And methinks that lic- - 
tle Poem of 'Pythagorss deſerves its name, and 
thoſe-few lines of his are juſtly ſtyled "Em xgoz, 
'Verſes of Gold. 
What great uſe may be made of -Heatheniſh 
Moralifts, Hiſtorians and Poets, welearn from thoſe 
'great Examples and learned men, the Primitive 
Fathers, Juſtine Martyr, Clemens Alexandrinus,Ori- 
gen, Epiphaniws, &c. and amongſt the Latins, Ter- 
tullian, Auſtine, Hierow, Cyprian, LaFantias, and 
many others, who overthrew the Idolatry of the 
"Gentiles, and convinced-the Nations of their abo- 
minable Superſtitions and Pradticeg, by the clear 
Teſtimonies of their own Writers. And in fo 
doing theſe great -Luminarics of the Chriſtian 
-Church did but follow the. Example of St. Paxl; 
who, to convince-Pegare and Infidels, took Argu- 
ments from their owe: Authours, and tranſlated 
ſome Verſes of Calimachws, Epimenides, Menander, 
and Aratw, intothe Word of-God, and thereby 
made them ſacred. And doubtleſs there is a 
reat truth in that expreſſion of Scltetws, Fraitu- 
ore ancillentur Sacris, &c.Thbe Teſtimonies of Hu- 
mane Authours do contribute a great deal towards 
the Confirmation of many Truths, and-the better 
underſtanding ofthe Oracles of Gad. 
- And if there be'ſuch a worth in the writings 
.of other Authours, who were but Zen 5 what va- 
lae ſhall we ſet upon the Scripture, which is the 


undoubted Word of God If theLaws of Soles 
& 
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be choiſe 3 what is the Law of Moſes 2 If the 
Ethicks of Ariftotle, Epitetns, Hierocles, Cicero, $e- 
vece; and many others, be excellent'z what then- 
are the Proverbs of Solomon 8. It the Diſcourſes of 
Plato be Heavenly 5 what chen are the Sermons of 
Chriſt 2 Nay, it the Epiſ#les of St. Anftine, St. Hie- 
rom, St. Bernard, and other Fathers, be even Di- 
vine 3 what are St. Pax/s then ?. Remember.,other. 
Writings are but the Writings of Aer 3 but theſe 
are God's: other Books at beftcontain but the word. 
of ſach and ſuch a $aizt 53 whereas our Bible con- 
tains ai-v X2158, the Ford of Chriſt. 
IT. That every-man ſtands obliged readily and- 
firmly to beljeve whatever the Scriptnres contatn 
and aſſert to be a Trath. | 
I remember, St. Pax! demands of A4grippa, Be> aa.'26. 27: 

lieveſt thou the Prophets 2 and our Bleſſed Saviowr 
himfelf demands of Martha, Believeſt thor this ? 1, 11, 26, 
Certainly, were not man grown ſtrangely ſottiſh, 
ſixch demands as thefe would have no place: and 
yet methinks*tis a ſtranger Queſtion which Chriſt 
put to the Jews, How ſhall ye believe my words Joh. 5. 45-- 
But what ſhould hinder ? Is it poffible for man to 
pretend any reaſon why the words of Chriſt ſhould 
be fo much as once ſufpefted ? So' great is his A- 
tbority, ſo unqueſtionable is his Yeraczry, that his 
bare affirmations x ſure ground of Faich. Thus 
the Evangeliſt, The man: believed thr word. But Joh. 4. 50. 
what moved him'ſo to doe ?* the Text anſwers,and 
aſligns this Reafor of his fanth, The man believed the 
word that Teſus had ſpoken. And (uch is every 
word which our Bibles contain; *tis the Word of 
Jeſus + and, upon that ſcore, if we are the Diſci- 
ples of Jeſnr, weſtand obliged to doe what _ p 
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Joh. 2:2:- ther Diſciples formerly did , ' They believed the 


Scripture, and the word which Jeſus had ſaid. The 
truth is, the whole Scripture gmothing elſe but a 
Sy ſteme of Words and Sentences which Je/## hath 
ſaid .and.cauſed to. be written - .and it fo, there is 
nota Yerſe, there is not a Lize to.be found, but re- 
quires and deſerves our Faith, Seethis eſpecially 
ig three Particulars. © rs 

1, Since the whole Scripture is undoubtedly 
the ord of Chriſt, we are obliged tobelzeve it in- 
all the matter of Hiſtory which is contained there- 
In. | | 
There are .indeed ſuch and ſuch Hiſtoricall 
Narrations . found in the Prophets, Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles,'ſo ſirayge and miraculous, that, 
were they found in axy Book beſides, we might 


perhaps without any blame ſuſpe# the Writers 
Faith, and warrantably. «ſpeed our own. Did we 
Teade in Herodotus what we reade in Moſes, that 


this glorious fabrick of Heaven and Earth was 
created without any-more adoe then onely this, 


CHTR WORN), 4nd God ſaid, Let there be this and 


that 5 where is the man that, barely upon ſuch an 
Authority, would believe it 2 Had Platarch writ- 
ten the Life of 24oſes, as he did the. Lives of Greeks 
and Romans; had he recorded the wonderfull 
Works of God in Egypt, at the Red Sea, andin the 
Wilderneſs 3 had he told-us of .a.Rod that became a 


+ Unicuique Serpent, of Waters that: were conſolidated into a. 


Manna ſe- 


cundum pro- 
priam wvolun- 
tatem in ore 


ſapiebat, 


Aug. in Ep. 
i118, ' 


tall, of Recks that were rarefied and melted into. 
Wells, of Bread dropped down from Heavey, the. 
Taſt whereof was gratefiill tothe * varioxs Palates 
of every one that ate it:: or, had Ovid told us, and 
onely. he, or ſome .other Authour like, him, Sat 
X tne 
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the whole World was once drowned with water, 
and ſhall one day be burrt with fire ; that a Io- 
72:1an Was turned into Salt 3 that a King became a 
Beaſs, and fed on graſs like an Oxe: had he told 
us, that the Charzot of the Sur, that wheels round 
the world with ſo ſtrong and quick a Motion, ſtood 
ſtil} at one time, and went back at another : or, had 
ſome Hywane Authour, who is of the greateſt 
Credit,.told us, what ' the Prophet Danze! pe- 
remptorily doth, namely, that a man was caſt 
into a Dex of hungry Lions, and yet remained wn- 
touched; that three perſons were thrown into a 
flaming Furnace,., that was heated ſeven (times 
more then ordinary on purpoſe to conſume them, 
and yet remained not onely anburnt, but even 
#nſindged too : or, had any ſ#ch IFriter told us, 
what the Evangeliſt doth, The blind receive their Matt, 11. 5. 
ſight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raiſed up : Such ſtories as theſe, 
had they been delivered by any humane and vnl- 
gar Authour, muſt needs have exceeded all the 
faith of the moſt credulous perſon which the whole 
World affords. | 
But although theſe Stories to carnall Reaſon 
may ſeem very ſirange and improbable; though 
the matter of f«# be in it ſelf ſo hard and difficult, 
that it doth rather diſcourage then-induce us to 
believe them:: yet fince we find theſe things ex- 
preſly and clearly delivered in our moſt holy Writ 
fince we find them ſtrongly atteſted by Prophets, 
 Evargeliſts and Apoſiles3 we cannot, with any 
ſhew of Reaſon, without a great deal of guilt and 
fin, not onely deny our Aſſert, but even ſo much as 


ſuſpend our Faith : and that becauſe the whole 
D Scrip=- 
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Scripture, which cantains theſe hiſtoricall Nar- 
rations how ftrange ſoever, is aiy@ pri, the 


Ward of Chriſt, that Chriſt who did not, will not, 


can nat lie. 

2. Since the whale Scripture is undoubtedly 
the ord of Chrifl, weare obliged to beheve it in 
all the Promiſes which it.contains. : 

What thoſe Promiſes are, St. Peter tells us; 
thereby are given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
ciaus- promiſes, The Promiſes of Gad are ex- 
ceeding greet in their numer, and exceeding pre- 
ciow in their yafure tog: there 1s not any ore 
amongſt chem but is of more reall value then the 
whole world beſides: ſo many, ſo ſweet, fo excel- 
lent are they, that a paar humble ſou], who hath 
the greateſt Intereſt in them,, ſcarce knoweth 
howto believe them 3-as if they were 709-g00d to 
betrue. That an offended God, upon the ſhed- 
ding of a few penitentiall Tears, upon a little 
Humiliation, Contrition and Reformation , 
which cannot poſſibly make the leaſt Satisfaction 
far thoſe frequent Injuries which man hath dane 
him, ſhould ever be ſo gracious, as to promiſe him 
that ſignal and ineſtimable Bleſling, even the full 
Remilton of. all thofe Trarſgreſiions, which 
would otherwiſe.bave certainly damned him for 
ever! That, upon the Submiſſion, of a Sinner, 
God Almighty ſhould promiſe to advance that Re- 
bell to a Throwe, whom he might have juſtly laid 
in that z»#ferra!l Gaok, to be wrapped up in flames 
and chains of darkneſs, and that for ever ! That 
upon ſome few Atts of-fuch and ſuch an ioconfide» 
rable ſervice, which adds nothing to the ever- 
bleſſed Majeſty of Heaven, the Great God ſhould 


pro- 
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promiſe no leſs a Reward then an immortall Crown 
of Glory! Certainly, were ſuch Promiſes as theſe 
reported. by ſome mere war like our ſelves, nay 
more, were they deliyered to us barely by an 4#- 
gel from Heaven,they would not eafily be believed. 
, 584 when ſome dejected and contrite Soul doth 
ſeriouſly conſider with it ſelf the dreadfull nature 
of its $i#, the worthleſneſs of its Repentance, the 
manifold 2mzperfeFions and ſmall value even of 
its bigheſ# Services, it can hardly enter into its 
head, that the ore ſhould ſoeaſily be forgiver, and 
the other ſo highly rewarded. 
But although the Sinner, from the ſad appre- 
' benſfon of his own Guilt, and his great Vaworthi- 
zeſs of thoſe unvaluable Privileges which are 
the Subje& matter of the grand Promiſes of the 
Goſpell, may find in h3»»/e/f juſt cauſe to fear their 
Performances yet when he ſerioully conſiders 
whoſe Promiſes they are, and where they ſtand re- 
corded, he hath far greater reaſon to-conclude 
their full Accompliſhment. St. Pax tels us, He that Heb. 10. 24; 
hath promiſed is faithful: and again, ll the pro- 2Cor. 1, 20. 
miſes of God in Chriſt are Tea and Amen. True 
it is, Man is but a poor Form, a Sinner, a Rebel, 
unworthy to ſhare in thoſe glorious Promiſes 
that ſtand recorded in our Bibles: but whatthen?2 
ſhall we take occaſions from the Demerits of Man 
to ſuſpe& and queſtion the Truth and Faithfulneſs 
of God? We muſtacknowledge that Promiſes of 
Pardon, Life, eternal Bliſle and Glory, are ſuch 
mighty things as paſs our Underſtanding 3 but muſt 
they therefore exceed our Faith> Methinks it 
ſhould be as eafie for us to believe them as it is to 
reade them, Certainly,if _ be nothing #00 Us 
D 2 or 
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for God to promiſe, there- 1s nothing. #90 'bard for 
God to doe- © whatever good words his J/ercy hath 
made- him ſpeak, his Power and his Truth confirms : 
and for all this we have the Great Charter of Hea- 
ven,a ſure word of Prophecy, even that bleſſed Se- 
curity, which is 25y& 155, the Word of Chriſt. Bur, 
3- Since the whole Scripture is undoubtedly 
the Ford of Chriſt, weare obliged to believe it in 

all the Threatrings which it contains, 
That the various Menaces recorded in Holy 
Writ are indced molt dreadfull things, whoſoever 
doth: but reade them muſt preſently acknowledg. 
Ezck. 18. 4, The Prophet tells us; The ſoul that ſmmneth, it ſhall 
die. What a ſad condition then is the incorrigible 
Pl. 9.17- Sjnner in! The Pſalmiſt tells us, The wicked ſhall 
be turned into Hell, A diſmal ſentence ſurely ! 
And, "what is worſe, the Evangeliſt, the very 
Apoc. 20,10, Goſpel tells us too, They ſhall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever. What a killing word is this! 
So terrible aretheſe and many other Comminati- 
ons which we find moſt plainly-delivered in our 
Bibles, that of all the Paſlages recorded therein 
theſe are-they which man is molt unwilling to be- 
lieve. - As for our ſcoffting Atheiſt, he is loath to 
believe that there is any ſuch Beirg as an holy God, 
to call him toa ſtrict account in avother world for 
what he hathdone in #hzs 5 he will not be convin- 
ced that there is a- moſt glorious Heaver to invite 
him to Holineſs, or a moſt dreadfull Hell to ſcare 


him-from Sin. And asfor other ordinary Sinners, 


how apt are they to create themſelves a God made 
up of nothing: elſe but Copaſſzons, Bowels and 
Mercy onely ? They reade indeed ſuch and ſuch 
diſmal Sentences denounced, . in God's name, - 4 

Is 
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his Prophets, Evangeliſts and Apoſtles; but 


wwithall they look upon them but as ſo many 
guerra; Bugbears andScarecrows onely.Th ey Calt- 
not imagine that it is conſiſtent with the Goodneſs; 
of God,no nor with his Jzftice neither, to put ſuch 
ſad Threatnings of his in execation.. For, ſay they, 
what great injury-doth a little Sin doe to God, 
that he ſhould ever chink-of ſuch a ſtrange Re- 
venge? When a man enjoys the pleaſure of his 
Luſt, what harm thereby can he doe his Maker ? 
If God be not one jot the better for all our Servs- 
cer, can he be ſo much the worſe for our 243ſtar- 
riages, as to puniſh us ſo ſeverely, and that for ever # 


Is'it imaginable, that for ſuch and ſuch Offences, . 


committed in a ſhort ſpace of time, a God, that 
hath proclaimed himſelf ſo Good-and Gracious, 
ſhould-revengehimſelf upon a poor inconſiderable 
worm by inflicting the moſt tremendions Torments, 
and thoſe everlaſting too? Yea, lo reaſons the 
fooliſh Heart of man: but what ſay the Wiſedom 


and the Oracles of God? Theſe ſhall go away into wat. 25.46. 
everlaſting puniſhment; -(o ſath one Evangeliſt-: 


29 


Their wort dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; Mar. g. 44. 


Soul, all theſe Expreſſions, and:many more of a 


like nature, are expreſly delivered in our Bibles, - 
and ſo require our Faith 5 we find them in the 


01d Teſtament, we find them in the- New-: and if 
ſo, we are obliged moſt readily and firmly to be- 


lieve them, - becauſe both theſe Teſtaments, even 


our Law and our Goſpel, are aiy&.xg55, the Word, 


the infallible Word, of Chriſt. - 
4 BY y 3 III, Since 


ſo ſaith another : -T am tormented in this flame 5 Luk. 16. 24- 
-ſo writes a third. Now, whatever the Sinner may 
dream to the deluſion and ruine of his jmmortal 


— — —  — — — — — . 
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- HI. Since the whole Scripture is undoubtedly 
the Word of Chriſty weare obliged to obey it in all 


_ -— — 


. the Commands which it contains. | 


*T'is not enough to glve credit to theHoly Scrip- 


-ture in whatever it ſaith, but we mulſtalſo yield 


an univerſal Obedience to every thing that it doth 


. require, For,as every Aſſertion- contained in Sacred 


Writ, as being the Word of Chriſt, deſerves our 


-Belief, in reſpe& of his Truth and Faithfulneſ; : ſo 
_ every Precept delivered therein, as being the Ford 
_ of the ſame Chriſt, expeCts our Obedience, in reſpect 


of his abſolute Sovereignty and Dominion. See 


- this in two Particulars. 


\ I. Since the whole: Scripture is undoubtedly 


.the Yord of Chriſt, we muſt obey it in all its Poſitive 
Laws, by doing whatever it doth require. | 


There are indeed many ſevere Commands 


- which the Scriptures lay upon us: ſuch 1#jun@i- 
, ors hath the Law impoſed, and ſuch Datzes doth 
the very Goſpel exaQ, as are quite contrary to the 


Gen. 22. 2» 


Deut. 32.49» 


Matt. $. 29» 
Luk, 18. 22, 


corrupt-izclinations of humane Nature, and conſe- 
quently ſeem exceeding harſb to Fleſh and bloud. 
Such was that unexpected Command of God: to 
Abraham, Take thy ſon, thine onely ſon Jſaac, whom 
thou loveſt, and offer bim up for a burnt-offering. 
Such another was that to a up to mount 
Nebo, and die. 'And ſuch is that recorded by the 
Evangeliſt, 17f thy right eye offend thee, pluckit ont, 
&c. and apain, Sell a/that tho haſt, and diſtribute 
to the poor, &c. - Certainly theſe and many other 
like Commands, at the-very. firſt heariog, ſound 
exceeding harſh and ſo ſevere, that were they im- 
poſed by any perfon of but ordinary Authority, 


.man would rather hazard his diſpleaſure, then 


obey 
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obey his will by doing that which, in his own appre- 
henſion, doth ſo much tend to his Diſadvantage. 
Should a var, like our ſelves, require us, upon 


the firf# wanton Glance of-our deareſt Eye, to - 


pluck it out, rather then run the danger of a ſe- 
cond; ſhould any map, like our ſelves, command 
us to loſe the greateſt Eſtate, rather then deny or 


diſſemble the ſmalleſt Truth ; ſhould any worldly - 


Pawer enjoyn us to lie in the flame our ſelves, ra- 


ther then caſt a little Incenſe into it 5 where dwells - 


the man that would not dilobey ? 
But although the matter of ſeveral Commands 


be ſo diſtaſifull to fleth and bloud, and ſeems fo 


contrary to that which man is apt to count his great 


Tatereſi in the world, that, with ſome little plaufi- 


bility and pretences of carnal Reafon, it is wont | 
to diſcourage and retard our Obedience: yet the due 


conſideration of that Aw#hority, Dominion, Wiſe- 
dome and -Goodneſs which hath impoſed theſe 


Commands, even the ſevereſt of them, ſhould ex-- 
cite: and quicken us to obey. We are fſtridly 


charged to renounce the World, 1 far at leaſt as it 


ſtands in competition with its Maker : and if this - 


ſeema difficult task, let us remember who it is that 


hath enjoyned it. - We are bid to woriifie our : 
members, to crucifie our old man, to ſubdue and kill - 


our deareſt” /zſis-* and if theſe and the like in- 


junctions do not pleaſe us, yet let us conſider where - 


they are recorded. . There is not a man amongſt 


us but doth avouch and own Chriſt to be his Lord, 
and the Scripture to be his Rule « and if fo, fince - 


all theſe Commands, how di/pleaſiag ſoever to 
the nature of man, are iz-poſed by this Lord, and 
contained within this Holy Writ z*tis certain that 

we 
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we ſtand obliged, by all that Service and Homage | 
we ow our Lord, and by all that reſpeF we pretend * 


.toevery: Sacred Text, to obey even the moſt un- 


.welcom Precepts, by doing whatever 1s required 
in any page or line which contains aye» X53, . the 
, Word of Chriſt. 

2. Since the whole Scripture is undoubtedly the 
FFord of Chriſt, we are all obliged to obey it in all 
Its Negative Precepts, by forbearing whatſoever it 
.doth forbid. 

'Tis not enough for the-Servants -of Chriſt to 
perform thoſe Dxties which his Laws require 3 but 

we muſt not meddle with any $iz which they do 
prohibit. Tis indeed very eafije to believe, that 
there are ſeveral Prohibitions found in Holy writ 
that doas much oppoſe man's worldly 1ztereſt, and 
croſſe his corrupt Inclivations, as many of its Poſf- 
tive Commands. Solicentions is the nature of man, 


_ that it makes him impatient of all Reſtraints. We 


are grown like ſome fiery horſes, that will endure 
a Spar rather then a-Brzdle 3 that never fret and 
foam ſo much as when they are ſtrongly. curbed. 


'*Tis ſomewhat hard to determine whether Sins. 


of Commiſſion or of 0rffſſion be the greater : whe- 
ther that man bids the higher defiance to the Ma- 
jelty of Heaven who regleFs what the Great God 
requires 5 or he who doeth what'the ſame God for- 
bids. Noris it eaſte to ſay, whether the perverſe 
Will of man doth more incline higp to diſobey ſuch 
and ſuch Poſitive Laws, or to violate ſuch and ſuch 
ſtrict. Prohibition. *Tis ſure that: God's Poſitive 
Commands do frequently require from us ſuch and 
ſuch things which do by nears pleaſe us : and 


tis as ſurethatthe Prohibitions of God do reſtrain 
and 
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and give us check in thoſe. things which our cor- 
rupt nature doth hugely like and love, When God 
Almighty gives us this Prohibition, Thox ſhalt mot Lev. 19. 13. 
avenge, nor bear any grudge againſt thy neighbour, | 
doubtleſle he layeth upon us as hard a Task as 
when heexadGs from us this or that. ; 

But however, though God Almighty be plea- 
ſed by his Negative Precepts to croſs our corrupt 
Inclinations, to tieup our hands and chain our ir- 
regular and extravagant Afﬀectionsz though the 
Scriptures deny us thoſe matters which we fain 
would enjoy 3 though we muſt not doe what we in- 
finitely deſire3 though we mult not bave what we 
{trangely long for : yet notwithſtanding we muſt 
gladly ſuffer -our ſelves to be over-ruled, we muſt: 
readily and chearfully ſubmit to the Y/iſedom and 
Pleaſure of God in all this being well aſſured, 
that there is no one Prohibition, that doth concern 
us, but is a part of that. holy Writ which 1s . 
nos Xer5s, the Word of Chriſt. % 

I V. Since the whole Scripture is ugdoubtedly 
the ord of Chriſt, we are all obliged to reade and 
hearit with that Attention, Meekneſs, Fear and Re- 
verence., that well become$3t and x55 it to receive, 
and-us to. ſhew. we Bs 

What a'great deal of Reſpect the ancient Ser- 
vants of God have expreſicd towards the Holy 
writ, is ſuffticiemly evident from thoſe reverential 
Geſtures of body that have. been uſed both by the: 
A{miſter that read, and the People that heard. : 
What Poſture the Xinifier, who read the Word, 
was wont to uſe, the Scriptures tell us 3 They ſtood, Neh. 9. 3. 
and read in the book ſpe Law. Our Seviour him- 
ſelf did fo in the Synagogue, He ſtood np for to gy wr Luke 4. 15. 
Do E n 


Matt. 23. 2, ſtand. 
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AR. 13. 16. And thus St. Paxl, He ſiood up, and ſaid. *Tis the. 
Chryſeſt, in obſervation of St. Chryſoſtom, "a6&+ iy ram Tel atere, 
locum- Te was the conſtant Cuſtom of the Jews ſo to.doe. 

Frue it is, the perſons who expoxnded the Law 
did ſometimes fit. Thus our Blefled Saviowr, when 
he began to make his Sermon, tis ſaid, #9, he 
ſate down © and from his example, the Primitive 
Clem.1. 2. Biſhops i i#anas 13% om aizyy mrtwaret, ſate in the 
Conftirut. Charch and preached. But as for the 5 'wrayrdmr, 


+ IT. . 
Grotiue in the perſon that read, his conſtane cuſtom was to 


But what then? Suppoſe that not onely the 
Reader of the Law but its Expornders too had for 
ever been accuſtomed and obliged to fard, yet 
what Reverence doth this import? *Tis certain 
Tacitus Dial. that amongſt the Nations of the World, 20s erat 
de Oratoſi= Qratorum ſtare, it was the general prattice of Ora- 
Tudwicus de tours tO ſtand and ſpeak. Amongl(t the Rowarns it 
la Cerdain was not onely. Tully's PraFice, but his Advice too : 
— = gg Oratoris ſtatus ſit ereFiws, Let an Oratour fland 
Ora. exec and upright when-ever he makes a ſpeech. 
It was thus amongſt the Greciars too. How- oft: 
doth Homer introduce ſuch and fuch a perſon- 
dyaxiyre, Tifing and flanding up to ſpeak? His ex- 
Exſtathius cellent Commentatour tells us, om is £5&: mis meaay-. 
lhe P46 os, 1gv Banac ous * Amongſt the Ancients, if the 
King himſelf made an Oration, notwithſtanding 
his Majeſty, he was to fiesd up and ſpeak. The 
reaſon of this Cuſtom the ſame Authour gives us 
thus, os ay ixoe Te wihp imreigew, x) Yao minuey itions 
«x:%" and thus Grotizs too, wt reFins ab omni cets. 
exendireninr3 Fhe Speaker, who-ever he were, 
food up, that he might be the better beardby the 

whole Aflembly. 
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But certainly, beſides this Comvenjence of the 
People's better hearing, there was ſome farther 
reaſon why the Aiviffker, who read or preached 
the Word, did rather ſtand then fit + and what 
that was, Carthuſjan gueileth well 5 ut Concioni 
ipfi howorem impertirentur; or, as Lorinws words it, Lorinus in 
reverentie cauſ2 : They flood to teſtifie what a _— 
reverential reſpe& they had for that holy Word © 
which they delivered. __— 

And, doubtleſle, upon the ſelf-ſame account did 
the People ſtand to hear too, Such was the Cuſtom 
ia the Church of the Jews, So the Scriptures tell 
us, Ezre opened the book, in the. ſight of all the people 5 Neh.8. g. 
ard when he opened it, all the people ſtood np < rei 
feeterunt, they (tood upright 3 ſo Yateblus. Grotiue 
obſerves, that the whole Aſembly ſtood dum ipſe 
Legis verba legebantur, whilſt the expreſs letter of 
the Law was 1n reading : and he tells us out of the 
Talmud, that this PraGtice continued inthe Jewifb 
Church evea till our 8aviozr's time 3 Ad tempora 
Gamalielis ſflantes didicere Legeme, Till Gamaliel's 
time they ſtood whilſt they learnt the Law. And 
as the Jews ſtood whilſt the Law was read, ſo 
did the Primitive Chriſtians whilſt the Goſpel was 
pronounced too; and particularly that my-2x3, that 
ſele& Portion of the Evangelifts which we now 
commonly call by that name. This Ceremony 
of ſtanding up at the Goſpel is landable in it ſelf, 
and venerable for its Antiquity too. The firſt Con- 
ſtitution of it is aſcribed by ſome to Clemens 3 but 
by moſt to Araſtaſi#r, the firlt of that name, who 
was not Pope, but Biſhop, of Rowe. Nay, ſuch a 
reverential Reſpet had the Servants-of God for 


his Word, andevery Part thereof, that, as the Jews 
E 2 | ood 


 CEnIOY 


Ie SB en 
LD I». nr nee 4s y__—_ 


EET CCC 


36 Romiſh Preſumption in equalling 

ſtood at the reading of the Law, and the Chriſlians 
generally at the pronouncing of the Goſpel; ſo 
Micyol, c. 9. the Greek, Churches, as Micrologus tells us, were 
wont to ltand ad leGiones Apoſiolicas, even when 

the Epiſiles were read too. 
And leſt all this Reſpe&t to the Word of God 
ſhould ſeem too little, they thought fit to teſtifie 
what great Reverence they had for the Holy Scrip- 
tures by ſtanding up, not onely whilſt they were 
read, but whilſt they were expounded too. Thus 
Lorimis in LT orinus, Anditar olim 2 ſtantibus Concionem, &C. 
"5. The people of old ſtood, not onely whilſt the 
Pſalms arid Chapters were read, .but whilſt the 
Sermon was preached. Nor was this Poſture uſed 
out of weceſſrty, but'from their own ele@ion and 
choice. They who thus flood at the Sermon were 
not onely men of low degree, who perhaps might 
want a convenient place to ſitz but even the z0- 
bleft Perſons, who might have- commanded what 
Euſcb. de Vi- Seats they pleaſed. Thus Exſebiws reports of Con- 
ta Conſtant. (Z.2:43pre the Great, "0;2& 5525 ajus mis aumis immgonn 
|. 433" "When he heard the Sermon, he floodas well as the 
meaneſt perſon there.” Nay, he would by no 
means be- zntreated to fit down : lo ſaith the Hi- 
ſtorian, Lov & vn[Rone&rmey om LEN VG To Bannity Feo ye 
Havanivic, encore wir vluuos the Bifhop even begged of 
him to ft down and eaſe himlelf upon a Royal 
Throne, that was there placed purpolely for him ; 
but he would by no means uſe it.-' 'But what was 
his reaſon? why would he not ſ#? did he chuſe 
to ſtand barely out of conrteſſe and complement to 
the Biſhop or the whole Aſſembly ?- did he ſtand 
barely to evidence his Humility and Condeſcenſion 
towards his People No 3 himſelf gives us another 
” 9 reaſon 
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reaſon for it, "Ems mute 7 Seo $-y* To fland 
whilſt we hear the Oracles of God, is no more 
then what Religion it ſelf commands us. Such was 
the Judgment and ſuch was the PraGice of this 
renowned and glorious Emperour. And yet leſt 
this expreſſion of Reverence towards the Word 
of God ſhould prove too ſhort, ſome h7gher ones 
have been uſed. I remember what Correlivs 2 
Lapide ſaith of Charles Borromews, Biſhop of Mi- ,,,,r,,. 
lan, Sacram Scripturam, ultimis vite ſue annis, in Epiſt. ad 
ron miſt nudo capite &* flexis genibus venerabundus 0m. 
l:Fitavit, he read not the Holy Scripture, no not 
in his 0/d age, but with a bare head and a bended 
' knee. 
Such hath been the Devotion of Saints in for- 
mer Ages and other Churches ; but how ſtands the 
caſe with s this day? What high Eſteem, what 
inward Yereration have we for God's Holy Word # 
Alas! *tis but ſad to conſider, that the generality 
of Chriſtians do commonly reade and hear the 
Ford with leſſe regard then the profane Sinner 
reads his Romance or Play-book. We hear the 
Sermon as if it were but an ordinary Diſcourſe, 
trivial in it ſelf, and of yo great Concern to xs. 
"Tis certain that the looſeneſs of our deportment 
and carriage in the Houſe of God, where the- 
Scriptures are ſolemnly read and preached, is an 
infallible Symptom of our great Irreverence, and 
doth moſt ſurely betray the curſed Indifference 
and Slightneſs of our ſpirits. But let us remember 
what our $4vioxr himſelf commands us, Take heed Luke 8. 18: 
how ye hear. 'Tis-impollible to hear with too much 
Caution; we cannot reade with #00 great Reverence: 


and amongſt many Reaſons this is one., That 
| E 3 bleſſed 
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bleſſed Word which we reade and hear is 14y©&. * 
254, the Ford of Chriſt. - 

V. Since the whole Scripture is undoubtedly 
the Word of Chriſt, let us conſider how much to 
blame the Roman Church is in equalling their Tre- 
ditions to it, yea and in preferring them before it 
toOOs 

That the Romer Church ſhould endeavour by 
all poſſible means to keep up and vigorouſly aſſert 
the Credit of their Traditions, we cannot wonder 3 
becauſe they have no other way to maintain ſe- 
veral DoFrines of theirs, which they are loath to 
part with, and yet can never prove them by the 
Written Word. Their Dodtrines of Ind«lgences 
and Purgatory are (o advantageous to then, that 


Chemnit. Ex- Chemmitizs bath adventured to ſay, Celum potizis 


—— quam Purgatorium ſibi eripi paterentyr, They would 
" rather part with Heaven then with Purgatory. And 
fince this Doctrine is ſo dear to them, who can 
blame them for magnifying thoſe Traditions of 
theirs, by which alone this and ſeveral other 
gainful Do@rines of their Church are countenan- 
ced and ſupported? 
- What a great Eſteem they have for their Tra- 
ditions, we learn from their own Authours. Me- 
Cornel.2 Lap. thinks Cornelizs 2 Lapide ventures ſomewhat high, 
in 1G when he tells us, Lex Tradita eque obligat gtque 
Lex Scripta, The Traditional Law doth oblige as 
much as the Written. That of Aquinas faith the 
ſame; Traditiones Religione una cum Scripturis 
ſunt tenende, Traditions are to be obſerved with 
the ſelf-ſame Veneration as the Scriptures them- 
ſelves. But what need I mention particular per- 
ſons, when the Conventicle of Trent, which, beiog 


appro 
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approved by the Pope, is owned by them as:the 
Repreſentative Body of their whole Church, 
hath proclaimed their Determination in this mat- 
ter to all the World by this Expreflionz Traditi- concy, Tri... 
ones ac Scripturas ipſas pari pietatis affetin &» re. dent. Scili-. 
werenti4 ſuſcipit ac veneratur SS. Synodms Triden. * 
tina, The Holy Council of Trent doth receive 
and reverence ſuch and ſuch Traditions with the 
ſelf-ſame ReſpeF and Devotion which it hath for- 
the Scriptures themſelves? _ 

This Expreſſion of thoſe few Rowiſh Biſhops: 
that were now convened at Trert ſounds ſome- 
what high : and yet methinks Bearmine, as if he. 
were 4bove the Council, and willing to ſhew him- 
ſelf rather Pope then Cardinal, outgoeth the Cas» 
POru of Trent, and braves it thusz Duedam ſunt Tra- Bellarminus - 
ditiones majores quoad Obligationem quam quedam de Verbo 
Scripture, There. are ſome Traditions that lay up- |", —_ os 
on us a greater Obligation then ſome parts of the 
written Word, It were worth the while to en- 
quire a little what thoſe Traditions ſhould be that- 
are more binding then Scripture it ſelf, We cannot 
reaſonably imagine, that ſuch a man as Be/armine.. 
that 7/uftriſſimus Cardinalis, ſhould be fo fond of 
any Traditions that are merely Eccleſſaſtical}, as. 
to tell the world, that the Church, or any Mem- 
| ber. thereof, ſtands more obliged by 1heſe then. 
by ſuch and ſuch Texts of Law or Goſpe#. No, 'tis 
the ingenuous Confeſſion of this Hluſtrious Car- 
dinal, that Eccleſiaſtical Traditions are nothing De _ 
elſe but Conſuetudines quedam antique, vel 2 Pre \, , dy ts 
latis vel 2. Populo inchoate# , que panlatim, tacito 
Conſenſu populorum, vim Legis- obtinuerunt, cer- 
tain axciewt Cuſiomes, begun either by the Prelates- 
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or the People, which by degrees, through the 
People's tacit Conſent, obtained the force of Laws. 
And certainly, that ſuch Traditions as are ac- 
knowledged to be from we, whether the Lazety 
or the Clergy, Conncils or Popes, (hould ever be 
thought ore binding then ſuch and ſuch Portions 
of Scripture, which the whole Chriſtian Church 
doth own and confeſs to be the infallible Word of 
God, ſhould not eaſily be aftirmed. We muſt 


. therefore grant, that thoſe Traditions which Bel- 


larmine aſſerts to be more obliging then ſome Por- 
tions of Scripture muſt be of at leaſt an equa/ 4u- 
thority with the written Word; which cannot be 
maintained without plain and equa// Proofs, that 
{uch Traditions are Divine or Apoſtolicall. 

That our Bleſſed $Savioxr and his 4poſiles might 


doe many Miracles that are not written, we are not 


AR. 20. 35+ 


Lorinus 10 
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afraid to grant ; That our Blefled $avionr and his 
Apoſtles might preach many Sermons, and deliver 
ſeveral Diſcourſes, which are not upon Record, 
we are not unwilling to acknowledg : There might 
indeed be ſeverall Sayings of our Lord's omitted 
by the Evangeliſts, as wcll as that mentioned by 
St. Paul, Remember the words of our Lord Jeſus, 
how be ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give then to re- 
ceive. Lorinus obſerves, Non exſtat in Evazgeliis 
ita Sententia, ſed Apoſtolorum ore circumferebatur, 
This Sentence of our Bleſſed $4vioxr's is no- 
where recorded in the Goſpel, but was delivered 
by his Apoſtles by ora// Tradition. And perhaps 
that other Sentence aſcribed to Chri/z, though no- 
where written in our Bibles, might notwithſtan- 
ding be his tooz Nunquam leti ſitis, nit cum fra- 
irem veſtrum videritis in Charitate, Be never. 

| merry, 
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merry, but onely then when ye ſee your Brother 
in Charity. Theſe and ſome few more Senten- 
ces, not found in Sacred Writ, are imputed to 
our Bleſſed Saviour - and ſo 1s that too, by ſome 
to Chrift, by others to ſome Apoſile, Tirwds Sixt Euſeb, Hift. 
mami, Be $kilfull Exchangers : which words © 7: P-7- 
are ſtyled in Euſebins gw1h 'Ammain), an Apoſtolicall 
expreſſion. 

And the truth is, that the Apoſtles might re- 
ceive from Chriſt, betwixt his Reſurre@Fion and 
Aſcenſion, directions to ordain Rites and Ceremo- 
ries, that concerned the Adminiſtration of God's 
publick Worſhip and the exteriour Diſcipline of 
the Church : and that theſe Orders and Determi- 
nations of his touching the Circumſtances of 
God's Service were delivered to their Succeſlours 
by word of mouth, and were not preſently regi- 
ſtred, we are not forward, nor indeed any whit 
concerned, to deny. But withall, the Chxrch of 
Rome (tands much obliged to prove, and that 
with clear Evidence and unqueſtionable Authori- 
ty, that. thoſe 7 av Traditions of theirs which 
they do ſo ſtifly contend for, equal to, and in 
ſome caſes prefer before, the written Word, are in- 
deed thoſe very. Traditions which were recom- 
mended to the Church by Chriſt or his Apoſtles. 

This, I confeſs, the Romariſts do pretend and 
promiſe: to doe : but if they fail, what then ? 
'Tis the. confident expreſſion of Be/armine, 'Now Beltarm. dc 
eſt Audacie equare aliquid non ſcriptum Verbo $cri- Verbo Dei 
ptro3 Tis no ſawcy thing at all to equall ſomething = —_— 
unwritten to that Word which is written - nor doth! 
he think that expreſſion of his too bold, Traditio 


ſola ſufficit, Scripture 4 gg” 
| | alone 
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li alone is enough, but the Scripiares alone are not | 
i | ſufficient. Methinks ſuch perſons are much obli- . 
| ged to prove that theſe Traditions of theirs are 
indeed of Divine Authority, fince they have a 
greater eſteem for them then for the known and 
ſure Word of God. For if it ſhould happen that 
theſe Traditions, which are ſo highly magnified, 
ſhould be found and proved the bare Inventions 
ll of men3 thoſe perſons would appear ſomewhat 
Ii too bold and ſawcy indeed who have preferred 
FIN them before the cerfain and infallible Decrees of 
| | | Heaven. : 
ag This Aquinas well underſtood, and therefore 
li ik knew himſelf concerned to maintata the Divive 
"Nil Authority of thoſe Traditions, whereof he doth 
thus pronounce; Yerbum Dei bifariam dividitur, 
in Scripturam & Traditiones, The Word of God 
is twofold, Scriptare and Tradition. Thus Belar- 
mine too, who ſtyles Tradition Perburm Dei now. 
ſeriptum, the unwritten Word of God. And 
their Conventicle of Trext ſaith, that their Tra- 
ditions were vel ore tenws 4 Chriſto, vel 2 Spirits 
Sendo ditate, delivered immediately by Chriſt's 
ewr mouth, or dictated by his Holy Spirit. 

Thus doth the Church of Rome pretend a full 
and Divine Authority for ſeveral Traditions which 
they hold, though net recorded in our Bibles. 
And if this Aſſertion of theirs in favour of their 
Traditions can be proved with as convincing Ar- 
guments as thoſe whereby the Authority of the 
Scripture is confirmed, we ſhall with equal Re- 
ſpec,even as the Romaniſts do,embrace them both. 

| For though it be certain, that the committing of 
| the Word of God to Ich and Paper was an ex- 
| cellent: 
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” cellent means to preſerve it entire, and to ſecure 
” it andus from Fravds, Cheats and Falſifications : 
'' yet the Members of the Reformed Churches have 
not ſo far loſt their Relzgion and Reaſon, as once 
to imagine, that the bare writing of the Scripture 
- ſhould create and give it that Authority which is 
inherent in it. Inſomuch that if any Traditional 
Do@rine or PraGice, that is now taught and uſed 
in the Romen Church, can be Jaſficiently proved to 
have been origina/y delivered by Chriſt or his 4- 
poſeles, we ſhall as readily believe and doe it, as any 
thing elſe whatſoever that is required or delivered 
in any part of the Fritten Word. 
But if bold and confident Afirmations be e- 
nough to juſtifie Unwritten Do&rines and Uſa- 
ges, what Aeligion, what Se, what Hereſfe will 
want ſuch and ſuch Pretences to plead for the 
Vindication of it ſelf? 'Tis well known, that the 
very Heathens pretended that, as Plato words it, Plato 1. de 
Al ries Sens, the Diſpoſition and Inſtitution of <8 
their Laws, ſuch eſpecially as concerned their 
Religion, how abſurd ſoever, was from God. Iris 
the obſervation of Be/armine himſelf, In Alcorano Bellarm. de 
paſſim legimms, ipſum Alcoranum de Celo 2 Deo miſ- bene +l 
un : It was, it ſeems, the pretence of that grand 1. 4. c. 4. 
[mpoſtour Mahometr, that even his Alcoran came 
down from Heaver, and was diftated by God. 
Enſebins tells us, that Aferander, who was indeed 
but a Sorcerer, and the real diſciple of $imow 1Ma- 
gs, did pretend himſelf to be ſent from Heaver:. 
And that famous Heretick Cerinthas, whoſe very 
preſence made St. John fly out of the Bath, who 
was at Enemy to the written Ford of God, did 
make his Followers believe, that he received his 
F 2 Dodtrines, 
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| Dodrines, though deteſtable enough, by Revela- 
| tiow from Angels. But what ſober perſon gave 
{hl any credit to him? 

MW. And what if the caſe ſtand thus with the Ro- 
hits wan Church? what if thoſe Traditions which they 
| father upon Chriſt and his Apoſiles were indeed 
none of theirs 2 Sure we are, it was fo with thoſe 
ſuperſtitious Jews, who, in our Saviowr's time, 
| owned and ſtifly maintained, as the Papiſis now 
il | do, a twofold Law, vir iyy$apor, a written Law, 
[ ih and voy aygafor, an wnwritten Law, Or, Sungurer, 
i ſecondary Laws, *Awzs, Hearings, vowr & $an, the 
| 

[ 


| Law in the worth, and generally ſtyled mya%oes, 
| Traditions. | 

l Theſe Traditions they received from the great 
Synagogue; that Synagogue derived them from the 
| Prophets3 the Prophets from the Elders; the El- 
ders from Joſhnaz Joſhua from Atoſes 3 and Moſes 
| himſelf from God 5 fo they pretended. 

B But notwithſtanding theſe fair 1-//muations and 
| plauſible Pretences of theirs, to render their ſu- 
| perſtitious Kites and Cyſtomes the more accepta- 


| ble to the ignorant and credulous Multitude, 
| what was indeed their #rxe Original we learn from 
| Chriſt and his Evangelifts, who ſtyle them myad- 
il | ceis Toy Nlanigey, the Traditions of the Fathers; 
| | megadigas Tigsopvriger, the Traditions of the Elders; 
il megares Tov dar9gumar, the Traditions Of men © and 
| li our Blefled Saviour, ſpeaking to the Phariſees, 
alt calleth them myaBes vw, your Traditions :not Mo- 
111 ſes his, not the Prophets, not God's 3 but your own. 
And as it was thus inthe Jewiſh Church, ſo may 
ih | It well bein the Roman too : *tis very probable, 
that many Traditions which there are aſcribed to 


$ 
| | | Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his Apoſtles might deduce their Original x 2 nl 
from ſome other hand. Such counterfeit Traditi- 

ons do we reade of, that were obtruded upon the 

Church in the Apoſiles names, very early indeed, 

even whilſt the Apoſiles themſelves were yet alive. 

So much doth that expreſſion of St. Paxl ſeem to 
intimate, Ye beſeech you, brethren, that ye be not 2 Thel. 2. 2, 
troubled, neither by word nor by letter, as from us, 

Grotius tells us, Multi fabricabant Epiſtolas ſub 4- 
poſlolorum nomine, There were many, even in that 

Age, that framed Epiſiles in the Apoſtles names, 

and aſcribed their falſe DoCtrines unto them. 

The ſame trick ſeveral Hereticks uſed in ſuccee- 

ding Ages. Clemens Alexandrinus tells us, that Ba- chemnit. Ex- 
Hlides, one of thoſe Hereticks who were juſtly am. Concit. 
ſtyled Borborite, Cenoſi, though he broachedmoſt _—_ —_ 
deteſtable Dodrines, yet had the Impudence to 7. Smyſon's 
affirm that he learnt them from Glauciar, whom Ec Hiſt. 
he pretended to be the Interpreter of St. Peter. 

'Tis alſo recorded, that Marcionin the Second Age 

of the Church, who was juſtly ſtyled by Poljcarp 
Primogenitus Diaboli, the Firſi-born of the Devil, 

though he affirmed a Plxrality of Gods, though he 

denied that our Bleſſed Saviour was, as Ignatius Ignatius in 
expreſſeth it, 4an295 yrs, dnnd9; gow, __—_ 
though he denied the Yerity of Chriſt's Humane 
mature, and conſequently the Reality of his Suffe- 

rings3 yet he had the face to brag, that he recei- 

ved theſe abominable Dotrines from the Dzſciples 

of St. Matthiar. And certainly, if fuch damna- 

ble Hereſtes were broached thus early, and pretew- 

ded to be received from Apoſiolicall Tradition, we 

have no cauſe ſo eaſily to comply with ſuch and 


ſuch DoGrines of the Romiſh Church which have 
F 3 na 
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| 
jd no wartant in the Writtes Word, barely becauſe 
| ' they allert them to be of Divine Original. 

I | But fince an 'Avns ion will not doe 5 lince bare 


Afﬀirmations in matters of ſuch great Concern 

Wh will not-be accepted 3: the Chempions of the Ro- 
#an Religion find themſelves neceſfitated to pro- 

duce {ome Proofs, which they pretend to be Great 
ones too. And among them all I meet with none 
that offers more fair then Be/armine, whoſe Pre- 
tenſions are (0 plauſible, that if he prove an honeſt 
8 | man, and make good his ward, this whole Diſ- 
ll | pute will be over3 and I dare engage, that the 
if Reformed Churches will pay the ſelt-ſame Reſpect 
Li to Traditions which the Pope and his Council of 
9 rg Trent do give them. For thus he tells us, Tradi- 
_ nos, tiones eas tantim recipimmns pro Apoſtolicis, quas fir- 
1.4.c.3- mis Teſtlimoniis Antiquorum probare poſſumns eſſe 
Vil Apoſtolicas 3 We receive no Traditions tor Apoſto- 
i licall, but ſuch alone which by the firm Teſtimo- 
i nies of the Ancients we can prove to be ſuch in- 
[ deed, The Teſtimonies urged by Belarmine and 
| other Catholicks in behalf of their Tradztions are 
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drawn from Scriptures, Popes, Councils and Fa- 
i'd #hers; each of which we ſhall examine. | 
| | I. The Champions of the Roman Faith do pre- 
tend to prove their Traditions by ſeveral Texts of 
the HFritten Word ; the chief whereof are theſe. 
1. That Expreſſion of our Bleſſed $avioxr to 
| his Apoſtles recorded by the Evangeliſt is one, 
| | Joh. 16, 12, T have yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye can> 
ll | rot bear them now. Hence Be/l/armine argueth 
j | thus, Conſtat Dominum multa dixiſſe que non ſunt 
ſeripta, Tis evident that our Lord ſpake many 
| things that are not writtes. | 


But 
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- But it will be oo injury to Belarmive's reputati- 
on, if we do not count him infalible, ſince he was, 
and would be, no more then a Cardinal; having 
begged of God, as ſome ſay, that he might never 
be Pope, leſt perhaps he might probably be dam- 
ned too; being, it ſeems, of the ſame mind with. 
Marcellus the Second, who ſaid, Non video quo- 
modo qui alturm hunc locum tenet ſalvari poſſit, 1 do 
not ſee how the man that holds this high place can. 
poſhbly be ſaved. , | | 

But let us view his Argument. Chriſt ſaid, 7 
have yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye caunot- 
bear them now 5: What then 2 The Cardinal thus 
infers, *Tis evident, that our Lord Jpake many 
things which are not writter. Methinks this Con- 
ſequence is not neceſlary , nor can be proved, 
from this Text at leaſt, 7 have yet many things to- 
fay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. All 
that can be gathered from this Text is onely this, 
That our Lord did not ſpeak at this time {everal 
matters which he had to ſay to his Apoſtles, be- 
cauſe they were not. ther: fit to receive them. 
Yea, but the Cardinal/ farther adds, 1Þa gue pro- 
mittebat Dominys. ſe diFurum, dixit baud dubie 
poſt ReſurreGionem ſuam, Thoſe things which our 
Lord promiſed that be himſelf would ſay, without 
. all doubt he did ſay after his Reſurrectionz and 
that St. Luke doth teſtifie thus, He ſhewed himfelf a8; 1.3. 
alive to bis Apoſiles after his paſſion by. many. in- 
fallible proofs, being ſeen of them forty days, and 
ſpeaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
Go | h 


Whether theſe things which our Bleſſed Savje 


our delivered to his Apoſtles were afterwards. 
recorded. 
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recorded by them or not, can neither be proved 
nor denied by any ſolid and certain Arguments, 
except it can firſt be infallibly known what his 
ſeveral Diſcourſes were St. Chryſoſioms tells us, 
Tvevuams am pruart, wi dilgdmvor, Chriſt, at his ſe- 
veral Apparitions to his Diſciples after his Reſur- 
rection, ſpake words that ſavoured not of #zan, 
but of the Spirit, But whether any of theſe 
words were written, this general expreſſion of St. 
Chryſoſtome's leaves us uncertain ſtill. But mark 
another. The Text ſaith, He gave commandments 
zo the Apoſtles, But what Commands might they 
be? were any of them written, or were they al 
afterwards delivered to the Church by Tradition ? 
What the great one was, St. Chryſoſtors tells us, 
ITogevde'vres waturevozre, Go and teach all nations, &Cc. 
and that, to be ſure, is found upon Record. 

But the Truth is, that expreſſion of Grotizs-is 
undeniable, Multa dedit Precepta que hic reticen- 
tar, Chriſt gave the Apoſtles many Commands 
which the Evangeliſt in that place hath not ſet 
down : but can the Rowwaniſis make it out, that 
0 Evangeliſt, no Apoſtle hath ſet them down elſe- 
where 2 I grant indeed, that if Lorin#s have gueſ- 
ſed right at the Subjet matier of our Saviour's 
private diſcourſes with his Apoſtles after his Re- 
ſurreQion, there is little or nothing of it in our 
Bibles « for, concerning Chriſt's talk with his Di- 
ſciples, this man, as becomes a Jeſ#it indeed, gi- 
veth us his Opinion thus, Expoſuit Authoritatem 


Summi Paſtoris, & Hierarchiam totam Eccleſtaſti- 


cam, & formas rituſque Sacramentorum, ac inpri- 
mis Sacrificis Miſſe cultnm, & Invocationem San- 
Gornum, Dies feſtos, &c. He declared the Authority 
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pf the; Pope, the whole Hierarchy of the Church, 
the forms and-rites of the Sacraments, and eſpe- 
cially the Sacrifice of the Aaſſe, Invocation of 
Saints, the Obſervation of Holy*days, &c. *Tis 
well gueſſed, bold Jeſuite ! but are theſe indeed the 
Dodrines which our Bleſſed $avionr, as Bellarmine 
ſaith, promiſed to teach his Apoſtles after his Re- 
ſurre&tion? are theſe indeed the Le/ors of which 
Chriſt (aid to his Diſciples, Ye cannot bear theme 

now The truth is, neither Chriſt himſelf,nor any 
of his Apoſtles, could have born ſuch Leilons at 
any time whatever. 

But certain it is, thoſe DoCtrines which the 
Apoſtles could not have well born before Chriſt's 
Paſſion, and were therefore adjourned till after 
his ReſarreFion, were, and mult needs be, of an- 
other nature : indeed, what they were in parti- 
cular, cannot certainly be known. Thus St. Au- Aug. in lo- 
ſtine, Quenam iſta ſunt que Ipſe non dixit, temera- ©: 
rium eft velle preſumere &* dicerez To affirm what 
thoſe things were which Chriſt himſelf did not now 
declare, were raſh and bold. @uis noſlirum dicat, 
ita vel illa ſunt £ Who of us can tell whether it were 
this or that? And yet tor all this, whatever St. 
Auſtine ihioks, that Jeſuite AZaldonate, as if he 
knew what Chriſt was pleaſed as yet to conceal, 
tells us with more of Confidence ther, Truth + Dici- 

— mms ex hoc loco conſtare Chriſtum non omnia dixiſſe 
que ad ſalutem noſtram putabat pertinere3 idem- 
que feciſſe Spiritum SanGum credendum, &c. From 
the warrant of this Text we do affirm, that Chriſt 
told not his Diſciples whatever he thought perti- 
nent to our Salvation and that the Holy Ghoſt 
did not afterwards doe it neither, we have cauſe 
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to believe. Nay, to make way for Eccleſiaſtical 
Traditions, and the Pope's Authority to create new 
Articles of Faith, he makes bold to adde thus 
much; dem ab Apoſiolis faium : nt non omnia 
ſeripta, multa etiam ne viv4 voce traderent, The 
ſame thing was done by the Apoſtles too 2 infſo- 
much that they did not deliver a/ matters of Sal- 
vation in their F#ritings, no nor ##ary ſo much as | 
by word of month. ; 

'Tis ſtrange to think into what 4bſurdities and 
Contradictions the Romaniſts do run themſelves, 
that they may juſtify thoſe Do@rines and PraGices 
which they are loath to part with, For this Jeſuite 
Maldonate declares his opinion, that there are 
ſome matters of Salvation that were neither #a»ght 
by Chriſt, nor by his Spirit, nor by his Apoſtles, 
either by Writing or Tradition : and yet Cardinal 
Bellarmine doth poſitively affirm, that the Church 
of Rome holds no Do@rines, maintains wo Traditi« 
ons, ſave onely ſuch as they can clearly prove to 
be from Chriſt or his Apoſtles. 

But as to thoſe forenamed Diſcourſes, wherein 
our Bleſſed $4aviour did privately inftrut his 4- 
poſiles, and whereupon the Roman Church doth 
mightily ground their DoGrine of Tradition - 
though it cannot be certainly diſcovered what was 
the very Swbje&# and particular Arguments of our 
Saviour's frequent Talk with his Diſciples at his 
ſeveral Apparitions to them after his Relrretiions 
yet perhaps ſome probeble gueſſes may be given 
and accordingly ſeveral Conje&ures are offered us 

Origen. adv. by Interpreters. So Origen, Tire iy mt mmvd « Gs 
Celſum 1. 2+ Z atyery 6 *Ilnovs mis patwais ni; ec. What were 
thoſe many things which Chriſt had to ſay to his 

Apoſtles, 
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* Apoſiles, which they could uot bear? He anſwers 
ET thus, Mims?” ws "LsHatos % ourTeagamn "Md xgret 7h VYETULE, 
Moos voaup, &c, It was the deſign of our Bleſſed 
Saviour to teach his Diſciples the utter abolition 
of the Ceremonial/ Law,and the Moſaicall Ordinan- 
ces. So St. Chryſoſtom gueſleth too, Eirs met ms; 5% 
vps x57, 8c, Whether our Saviour ſpeaks of 
the Abrogation of the Law, &c. And to this Chriſt 
might well refer, when he ſaid, 7 have yet many 
things to ſay, but ye cannot bear them now; conl1- 
dering how hard it was for them, who were Jews, 
and the profelſed diſciples of Moſes, to embrace 
a new Religion, and quit the Principles of that 
wherein they had been borz and bred. Nor indeed 
had this Diicourſe as yet been ſeaſonable; becauſe 
the Ceremoniall Law was not abrogated till the 
Sacrifice, Death and Paſſion of Chriſt, which then 
was not aFually accompliſhed. | 
But belides this Gueſle of Origen's and Chryſo- 
ſtom's, St. Auſtine gives us ſome ground for ano- 
ther, when he tells us, ors pro Chriſto nondum Aug. in lo- 
idonei erant Apoſtoli, The Apoſtles were not as © 
yet fit and ſtrong enough to die for Chriſt, Which 
expreſſion giveth us a fair Intimation of St. 4u- 
ſtine's Judgment concerning our Saviour's words, 
I have many things yet io ſay : but about what ? 
probably about their Sufferimngs and Martyrdom 
but, ſaith Chreſt, ye cannot bear them now But 
why not zow 2 Surely it was now a time of trouble 
and ſorrow with them; their hearts were almoſt 
broken already with the conſideration of their 
dear Maſter's approaching Death and Paſſion : and 
therefore, ſaith St. Auſizne, Nungquid debuit illis 
ovibus dici in illo Tentationis articulo, quod certare 
G 2 w/que 
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nſque ad mortem pro veritate oportebat, & pro Chri- 

i nomine vel DoGrina ſanguinem fundere © Was it 
ſeaſonable for Chriſt to tell his Apoſiles, in this jun- 
Fure of time and hour of Temptation, ſince as yet 
they were but as ſheep infirm and weak, that they 
muſt exped to ſhed their bloud and ſuffer death for 
the Truths, DoQrines and Name of Chriſt? Noz 
our Saviour was pleaſed to reſerve theſe Leſſons, 
that as yet might have ſeemed too harſh, as Origen 
words it, & 471m SeroTregv kaegv, F vere T0 mas x) oe vom 
ziov wr, for a fitter Opportunity, namely, the time 
aſter his own Paſſhon and ReſurreCtion. 

T hat theſe Opinions of Origen, Chryſoſlom and 
Anſtine, concerning the matter of our Saviour's 
perſonall Diſcourſes with his Apoſtles betwixt his 
Reſurreqion and Aſcenfion, which the Romaniſts 
urge for their Tradztions, are but conjeFurall, we 
do acknowledge : but withall, we do avouch 
that they are ten times zzore probable then that of 
Lorinus, For, that the many things which the 
Apoltles could not yet bear, and therefore Chriſt 
did not deliver till after his ReſurreCtion, ſhould 
be ſuch as concerned the Abortion of the Xoſai- 
call Law, or the Diſciples own Sufferings, rather 
then the Authority of the Romane Biſhop, the In- 
vocation of Saints,and other ſuperſiitions Doftrines 
and Practices now taught and uſed 10 the Romar: 
Church, as delivered by Chriſt in his forenamed 
private Diſcourſes with his Apoſtles, is much 
more conſonant to Chriſtian Religion, humane Keg: 
ſon, and the Anthority of the written Word. 

And if ſo, it we may take the Judgment of 
Origen, Chryſoſiom-and Auſtine, whoſe Opinions 
in this matter-are countenanced by Holy Writ, 
rather 
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rather then the Judgment of Lorines, whoſe Opi- 
nion in this caſe the Scriptures' themſelves op- 
poſe; though there be in this buſineſs no Certainty 
on either ſide, yet if we have fairer Probabilities on 


our part then the Romaniſts have on theirs ; if it be 


more likely, that the #2any things which Chriſt had 
to ſay before his Paſſion, but did not for pruden- 
tiall conſiderations a&zxaZy declare till after his 
Reſurrection, might concern, as the forenamed 
Fathers probably thought, the Abrogation of the 
Jewiſh Religion, the Calling of the Gentiles, and 


the Martyrdom of his Apoſtles, rather then thoſe 


unwarrantable Traditions for which the Romaniſts 
do now contend; how then comes Be//armine to 
aſſert that they are not written ? 

But, upon the whole matter, the Truths this : 
Since 'tis altogether impoſhble to find out what 
thoſe many things were which Chriſt had to teach 
kis Diſciples before-his Death, but did not doe it, 
becauſe as yet they conld not bear them, till after 
his Reſurrection 5 'tis equally impoſſible to prove 
that they are or are rot regiltred.. But if the Ro- 
22ani/ts are of another mind, and will undertake 
by infalible Teſtimonies to demonſtrate to us what 
were the particular matters of our Saviour's ſeve- 
rall Diſcourſes at the time of his ſeverall Appari- 
tions to his Apoſtles before. his Aſcenſion, then 
will we alſo undertake to demonſtrate with 


equall evidence, when: and by what. Apoſtles 


whatever he ſo delivered ſtands recorded. And 

till the Rowan Church (hall make this our,. certain 

we are, that thoſe words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 

T have yet many things to ſay, alliſted with thoſe 

of St. Luke, he ſpake of _— of God, prove 
3 
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not the thing for which our Adverſaries urge 
them, namely, That there were ſeverall neceſary 
Do@rines delivered by Chriſt to his Apoſtles after 
his Reſurrection that are nowhere found in the 
written Word of God. 

2, But fince theſe forenamed Texts will not 
doe their defired work, the Champions of the 
Trent Faith, who are reſolved to endeavour the 
Juſtification of every Article maintained and con- 
cluded on by that illegal Conventicle of a few 
ſuborned, packed and titular Biſhops, are obliged 
to try ſome other, if poſlibly they can find the 
leaſt Countenance for their Traditions in Sacred 
Writ. 

There is*another expreſſion of the Evangeliſt 
St. John that is often urged as a Text that will 
doe their bufineſle indeed 3 and thus it runs, 14a- 
ny other ſigns truly did Jeſws in the preſence of his 
Diſciples, which are not written in this Book. Noz 
'tis obſerved of St. John by one of the Greek Fa- 
thers, that he wrote aiys5 mrs, Suvuars muge, mas 
ny of Chriſt's Sermons, but few of his Miracles. 
For *tis certain that his Goſpe], at the requeſt of 
the Biſbops of Aſia, and in oppoſition to the 
Gnoſiicks and other Hereticks, was written laſt ; 
upon Which ſcore he did adviſedly paſle by thoſe 
Miracles which were already recorded by the 
other Evangeliſts; and ſo might well tell the 
world thus, Aſany other ſigns truly did Jeſus, which 
are not written in this Book. And withal], 'tis ob- 
ſervable, that the Evangeliſt doth not mention 
2a Aiyuert, other Do@rines, but ima Snpiie, o- 
ther Miracles, which are not written in his Go- 
ſpe!. But what then > what Evidence gives this 
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to thoſe Traditions about matters of F 23th and41au- 
vers, which the Rowan Church pretends to be as 
neceſſary to Salvation as thoſe great Dottrines of 
Chriſt and. his Apoltles which are clearly found 
in the written Word? = 

' I remember that St. Chryſoſtozz and ſome other 
Interpreters do reſtrain this.expreſſion of the E- 
vangeliſt to thoſe Miracles onely which Chriſt 
wrought after his Reſurrection, Mary other ſigns 
truly did Jeſus. Here Theophyla& puts the Queſti- 
on thus, Tlzgi miwy Snuctoy dye iyrar ous 6 Evayinchs ; 
What Miracles were thoſe which the Evangeliſt 
here ſpeaks of? were they fuch as our Saviour 
wrought publickly and before his. Paſſion? He 
anſwers thus, 5x}, dme ws Thy evedraciv. , Sg Saint 
Chryſoſtonme conjeQures too, 'El nd mm oP Thy dvd- 
Fan Myay Enpae, It ſeems to me that the Evange- 
liſt means thoſe Miracles which were done by 
our Saviour" after his Reſurrectionz and that, 
A am ior woror, Onely for the ſake of his Di- 
ſciples. And methinks this Conjefture of St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, TheophylaF, and others, hath a very fair 
foundation 1n the Text it ſelf, which tells us, 24a- 
ny other ſigns did Jeſas, which are not written in 
this Book , wworioy Tov weuroy, 10 the preſence, not, 
of the wwwltitxde, but, of the Diſciples, and pro- 


bably the Diſciples onely 3 and that with a de- 


ſign to confirm his Apoſtles, who had been too 
incredulous, in the faith of his ReſurreRion. 
And: certataly,, if- theſe Miracles of Chriſt were. 
wrought in private before his Diſciples, and for 
their ſakes onely,to be, as Theophyladt ftyles them, 
onyeie, Ths averdains, Evidences and Proofs of his 


Reſurrection, to remove their perſonall doubts, 
| to 


$6 


"F C4 


And as for thoſe mighty Works of wonder 
which were publickly wrought by our Bleſſed 
Saviour, to prove his Commiſſion from God, and 
to confirm the Divinity of ' that new Religion 
which he was then to introduce into the world, 
that they were not all written, we do eaſily grant. 
There might be ſeveral Miracles done by Chriſt 
which St. Johr and the other Evangeliſts thoughe 
fit to paſſe by, wt minime neceſſaria, ſaith Grotias, 
as things no way neceflary to be recorded. For 
although our Bleſſed Saviour, being deſirous to. 
doe good where-ever he came, and being willing 
to convince the whole Jewiſh Nation that he was 
indeed the trne Zeſfras, had frequent occafions to 
work various Miracles, becauſe he went to ſeve- 
rall places, and converſed amongſt ſeverall com- 
panies, where he met with divers objects of Mer- 
cy, and various perſons that were to be brought 
over to his new Religion : yet we do affirm, thac 
any one Miracle of his, being rightly conſidered 
and duly weighed, had been enough to have fatis- 
fied all its Spectatours, that the Perſon and. Do- 
arine of Chriſt were both approved and _ by 
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God. And this bleſſed effe& ſome. one ſingle 
Miracle: did ſometimes produce. When Chriſt 
had raiſed Lazar#s from the dead, we are imme- 
diately told upon: that, Afany of the Jews which Joh. 11. 45: 
came to Mary, and had ſeen the things which Jeſws 
did, believed on hin. 
And if ſo, if ove Miracle were ſufficient to 
ſecure that End for which a/: Miracles were 
wrought, 'tis ſure that we have enough recorded. 
W hat though the Apoſtles did-not regiſter all the 
Miracles of Chriſt w% 5, one by one, and with 
all thoſe Circumſtances that did attend them ? 
St. John ſaith, they could not doe it : If they Joh. 21. 25, 
ſhould be written every one, I ſuppoſe that even the | 
world. it ſelf could not contain the books that ſhould 
be written. But what then? are we obliged to 
= run tounwritten Traditions? are we bound to be- 
> lieve the Truth of all thoſe Miracles which, as 
> ſome ſay, Chriſt wrought in Egypt, when he was 
> buta Child, as much as thoſe which he wrought 
© in 7/rael, when he was a 2/ar, and thereby ſhew- 
ed himſelf to be the $0 of God too? Are we no 
more bound to believe the miraculous Stories of 
the Four Evangeliſis then that related by Sozomen, Soom. Hiſt. 
who tells us, that when Chriſt, in his Infancy, was £521 
entring into Hermopolis, there ſtood near the 
way an exceeding high #ree, which, as our Savi- 
Our paſſed by, did &7 To tNsPos xAalvat Xz TeoTkwynous, 
bow down his branches to the very ground, and 
thereby owned: and made obeiſance to its Lord? 
Of this Miracle /aldonate ſaith, Meritd Traditio Maldon. in 
viders poteſt, Tis a Story that well deſerves the Ma*2-14- 
name of a Tradition + and Sozomen ſaith, Aiximner 


g Nanegrt wages, This Story, and. fome other 
H miracu- 
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2.Cor. 11+ 2- Elſewhere commend too, T praiſe you. brethren, 
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miraculous ones too about the ſame Tree, are 
teſtified by the Inhabitants of Egypt and Paleſtine, 
But are we therefore obliged to believe them with 
the ſame credit which we give tothe Goſpel? Noz; 
though af Chriff's Miracles are not written, yet 
there are eyough recorded to confirm our Faith: 
ſo St. John aflures us, Theſe are written, that ye 
might believe that Jeſs is the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
and that believing ye might have life through his 
name. And methioks, fince the Evangeliſts have 
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written, as St. Chryſoſtome doth exprels and affirm, _ 


tz ixgve, ſo many of Chriſt's Miracles as are a ff 
cient ground of Faith, ſuch a Faith as will un- 
doubtedly ſave us; we-need not run to Traditi- 
ors for more. But however, though the Evange- 
liſts have omitted ſuch and ſuch of our Saviour's 
Miracles, yet that is no proof that they have alſo 
omitted ſuch and ſuch material Do@rines of his, 
that are neceſlary to Faith, Manners, and Salva- 
tion, which muſt therefore be ſupplied, as the 
Roman Church pretends, by ſuch and ſuch unwrit- 
ten Traditions. But yet, | 


3. There are ſome other Scriptures urged by. 


our Adverſaries, which, they hope, and make 


poor ignorant ſouls believe, will infallibly doe 


their work; ſuch Texts, wherein Traditions are 
not onely wentioned, but in expreſs terms recom- 
mended and enjoyned too. 


That of St. Paxl is one, Stand faft, and hold the. 
traditions which ye have been. taught, whether by 


word, or our epiſile. The obſervation of Tradi- 
tions 1s that which St. Pau} doth here require, and 


that ye keep migadboers the traditions as I delivered 


thens. 
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them to you. Hoc loco ſe armant Papiſie ad tuen- 
das ſuaxs Traditioner, ſaith Calviv, The Papilts 
arm themſelves with this Text - to defend their 
Traditions. So doth Cornelias 4 Lapide, who faith, 


2- but without a warrant, Hirc manifeſie ſequitur, | 


ron ornia que fidem & mores ſpetant eſſe [cripta, 
ſed mults vivi voce tradidiſſe Paulune & Apoſtolos, 
'Tis evident from hence,that all things which con- 
cern Faith and Manners were not written, but 
that St. Paul and other Apoſtles did deliver many 
things by word of wouth. And thus Eſtivs obſerves 
out of TheophylaF, whoſe words are theſe, 'Erni- 
28y dbaoy, im xj dygapes mes mighdoxe x, urs of oi nota} 
'Amrxu, "Tis clear from this Text, that St. Paul 
and other Apoſtles delivered many things which 
they committed not to writing - and thence Eft;us 
doth thus infer, Locas hic palam facit pro Tra- 
ditionibus non ſeriptis, iz/que neceſſario tenendis, 
This place is a clear Evidence for unwritten' Tra- 
ditions, and proves it neceſlary to obſerve them. 
In anſwer to this Text we ſhall enquire into theſe 
three things. | 

I. We ſhall enquire what Traditions St. Pax! 
here means, what their zat#re was : whether they 
concerned matters of Faith, and any ſuch Points 
as are neceſſary to Salvationz or whether they 
reſpefted ſuch things onely as concerned Order 
and Decency, the exteriour Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment of the Church. Let us view the words again, 
and conſider what St. Chryſoſtom thinks concer- 
ning them. 7 praiſe you, brethren, that ye remember 
me in all things, and keep the traditions, &c. 
Here St. Chryſoſtoxz puts this Queſtion, mie my + 


What all things doth the Apoſtle mean? He an- 
H 2 {wers, 
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ſwers, ung 5% ph xopgr, wilt wrnighirmc, Tos 6 AvyO- 
iv wap wvov * St, Pans diſcourſe had been about 
not wearing of long hair, and not being covered 
in the Church; and for their obſervation of his 
Traditions in theſe matters onely doth he now 
commend them. - So thinks St. Chryſoſtom « and |. 
learned Grotins is of the ſame mind$o: who tells 
us, Hic ſignificat Precepte quedam pertinentia ad 
eTatiay CN m neimv, St. Paul by his Traditions doth 
here mean nothing elſe but certain Ales which he 
had formerly delivered to the Corinthians concer- 
ning Decency and Order. 

And if theſe be the Traditions in the Fext, pray, 
who gainſayeth them? Not the Church of Eng- 
land; no, nor the Calviniſis neither : for doth not 
Calvin himſelf thus acknowledg > Ego anter now 
' ego quin alique fuerint Apoſtolorum Traditiones 
ron ſcripte 3 ſed non conceds fuiſſe DoGring partes, 
mee de rebus ad Salutem neceſſariis. Quid igitur £ 
que pertinerert ad Ordinem & Politiam, I deny 
not but that there were ſome Apoſtolical Traditions 
unwritten; but I do not grant them to be matters 
of DoFrine and neceflary to Salvation. But what 
were they then 2 why, ſuch as concerned Order 
and Government. And the truth is, that theſe 
Traditions mentioned by St. Pax! m the forenamed 
Fexts were any other, the Komaniſts can never 
prove, and conſequently gain no Advantage from 
them. 

2. We ſhall enquire whether theſe Traditions, 
menttoned: by St. Pan! as delivered by word of 
#onth, might not afterwards be writter:. 

'Tis ſure that the Traditions inthe Text, if, as 
St. Chryſoſtom and Grotins have conjeQured, they 
were 
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were onely ſuch as concerned Order and Decency, 
and particularly about wearing of Hair, and un- 
covering the Head in holy Aſſemblies, they are 
'Z recorded and that in the ſelf-ſame Chapter too. 
And 'tis very poffible, that whatſoever in any 
other place St. Paxl (tylesa Tradition, might after- 
wards be written notwithſtanding. 
I remember, Grotizs tells us, Nagzns eff jd 
quod docetur - Whatſoever is taught, whether by 
' word or writing, is called a Tradition.. Tis uſed. 
In both ſenſes by the ancient Fathers, yea and by 
the Apoſtles too. Thus St. Cypriar, Unde eſt iſt a Cyprianus ad: 
Traditio £ utrumne de Dominica & Evangelica Au- ?ompcium 
thoritate deſcendens, an de Apoſtolorum Mandatis * '* 
atque  Epiſtolis veniens * Whence is that Traditi- 
o#-2 comes It from the Authority. of our Lord. 
and his Goſpel, or from the Commands and Epiſtles 
of his Apoſtles? *Fis evident by this expreſtion,. - 
. . that St. Cyprian acknowledgeth, that though this. 
or that be writter, yet it may be ſtyled a Tradition. 
notwithſtanding. So he farther explains himſelf. - 
alittle after, $7 ergo. aut in Evangelio precipitur, 
aut in Apoſtolorum Epiſtolis aut Attibus continetur, 
> obſervetur etiam & hec ſanta Traditios Let this 
” holy Tradition allo be obſerved, if it be comman- 
ded in the Goſpel, or contained in the Epiſtles or 
Ads of the Apoſtles E 
And that the ſelf-ſame Truths which St. Paul 
; and other Apoſtles preached to the world were 
_ afterwards written, either by themſelves or ſome 
Yody elſe, is evident from that expreſſion of Zre- Adv. Hare- 
new, Mattheus in Hebreis ipſorum lingud ſcriptu- © 3 © 
ram edidit Evangelii, cum Petrus & Paulus Rome 


evangelizarent & fundarent Eccleſiann, Poſt ver? 
H 3 horum 
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horum diſceſſum, Marcnur, diſcipulus & Interpres 

Petri, & Ipſe que 2 Petro annunciate erant per 

ſeripta nobis tradiditz &* Lucas autem, ſeFator 

Paxli, quod ab illo predicabatur Evangelinns in libro 

condidit. The ſame thing is thus atteſted by Ex- 

Euſeb, Viſt, ſebings, © pe MaTlaics £v mis Efbgators TH ig Paninry are 
I. SE SS mv yeaon tEneyzco Evayenis, ow Ilirgs x 5% Nlavar oy 
I "Pry EV ayer oue vor Xz Youertirlar Thy ixranciar, Mer of 

\ Thy TsTwy Eodby, Magxos, 6 wamwris x) egunreulns Three, x} as- 

T3 Ta was Ilergs xnguordueya Gyygapus' rmwy mggd\Pore * of 

AuKZs Je, 0 axoaudes Tlawns, m3 va" breiys tyevordueroy Eugyyie 

arov &v PuBaig 1h, Bc. St, Matthew wrote his 

Goſpel amongſt the Jews in their own language, 

whilſt St. Peter and St, Pax preached and founded 

a Church at Rowe. And after their departure, 


St. Mark, who was the Difciple and Interpreter. 


of St. Peter, delivered in writing the things which 

St. Peter had preached : St. Lyke allo, who was 

the follower of St. Paul, compiled in a Book that 

Iren. av. Goſpel which St. Pax! had publiſhed. So Irenegus 

Hzr.1.3-C.1: (aith again, Evangelinns, quod quidem tunc preco- 

niaverunt, poſtea per voluntatem Dei in Scripturis 

nobis tradiderunt, That Goſpel which the Apo- 

ſtles had then preached, they did afterwards deli- 

ver to us in the Scriptares, and that by the will, 
pleaſure, and command of God, 

And doubtleſs St. Pax} intimates as much in that 

2 Theſ.2.15. expreſſion of his, Hold the traditions which ye 

have been taught, whether by word or our epiſile. 

What he had formerly tavght them by word of 

mouth, and what he had already delivered in his 

former Epiſtle, is here equally called a Tradition. 

For, the truth is, the Subſtance of St. Pan!'s Ser- 

 mons and Epiſtles, the Subje&t matter of his 

Prea-» 
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Preaching and his riting, was all one. This ſeems 
clear from that expreſſion of his, To write the ſame Phil. 3. 1. 
things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for 
y0u it is ſafe. What ſame things doth he mean? 
St. Hieram tells us, Eadems repetere que preſens 
dixeram, To repeat the ſame things with my Pe, 
Which I delivered with my Tongue when I was 
preſent with you. And thus did other Apoſtles. 
and Evangelifts too what they ſÞake at one time, 
that they wrote at anather. Thus dealt St. Luke 
with his dear friend Theophilus, whom he firſt in- 
ſtructed by word of wonth, but afterwards by 
writing. So Theophyla@ tells us, Tgimpoy uiy dygd- Theophil: in- 
Gus 04 1gTHIXHaz, © Og0pras,  Voy Nt Gyſqdgos on mga; m2 prefar. Lu 
«aſyiavy, I formerly catechized thee without wri- ©* 
ting, but now by giving thee a written. Goſpel. 
But what doth this written Goſpel contain? new 
leſſons or old ones? did St. Lxke ſpeak, one thing, 
and write another? No 3 the reaſon why he wrote, 
TheophylaG gives us thus, Arpaxilouar Tir ady anouower, . 
Iva wh imndoume 5 ayedges meg uiroy, I do by wri-- 
ting firengther and ſecure thy mind, left it ſhould 
forget what things had been formerly delivered by 
'- word of mouth. So he tells us again, 4s 5v74 oe 
+ Eyeada waſyintor, Ira, @ dygagus nATIXAMNS EN - dEPRAGIS 
1 M101 187715, T have therefore written thee a Go- 
ſpel, that thou mayeſt the more firmly rewember- 
and keep the things which thou haſt been taught. 
by-word of month. 
And that St. Pax] dealt thus with the Churches 
to whom he preached and wrote, we have ground 
enough to believe. 'tis more then probable, that 
the ſelf-ſawe.Traditions, in all neceflary:points of 
Faith, which he taught them by word of mouth at 
ONE-- 


& Cor. I1. 2. 
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one time, he alſo penred at another. Methinks | 


we may very rationally cojle& this from what St. 
Chryſoſtom ſaith concerning that ſpeech of Sr. 
Paul, ye keep the traditions as T delivered them to 
you - Hence that Father thns infers, "4a 9 <yg4pos 
ma mgJ/Ss Tire, Therefore at that time St. Paul 
delivered them many things without writing. We 
grant it 5 but withall we muſt obſerve St. Chryſo- 

ota's Tire, then,at that time 3 an expreſſion,doubt- 
leſs, that hath little of ſavour in it, if he doth not 
mean, that what St. Pax! did thus deliver by ora/ 
Tradition at one time, he alſo wrote at another. 
And although the Epiſtles of St. Pax] being writ- 
ten to particular Churches or Perſons, upon parts- 
cular matters, in anſwer to ſuch and ſuch perticular 
Dneſtions, and againſt ſuch and ſuch particular 0- 
pinions and Herefiesz he had not a fair occaſion in 
every, or, perhaps, in any one ſingle Epiſtle, to 
givean account of every thing relating to Chriſt 
and his Religion - yet we do affirm, that if we 
take all his Epiſtles co//eFively and together, we 
ſhall flnd,, that the whole Summe of that Goſpel 
which St. Paxl preached to the world by word of 
mouth is ſo fully delivered in them, that whoſo- 
ever ſhall believe the Truths and perform the Duties 
contained in them, though he know no Scripture 
beſides, ſhall certainly be ſaved. Nor indeed was 
it neceflary that St. Paul ſhould undertake to ſet 


«down the whole Doftrine of Chriſt in every or any 


one Of his ſhort Epiſtles, ſince it was ſometimes 
his command, and might always be his juſt expec- 
tation, that that Epiſtle which he wrote to oze 
Church ſhould be commuricated to others allo, for 
their farther Information too. And certainly, if 
all 


' Traditions to the written Word. 
all the neceſſary Points and ſubſtantial Parts of 
that Religion which St. PaxIpreachedto the world 
by word of mouth were afterwards recorded 
either by bimſelf in bis own Epiſtles, or, as Exſe- 
bins and Irenans teſtifie, by St. Lake in his Goſpel 3 

the Roman Church will never be able to juſtifie 
their unwritten Traditions, thoſe at leaſt which 
they urge as mece//ary, from any one Inſtance or 
Expreſſion of St. Paul. But, 

3. We ſhall enquire whether the Traditions 
now contended for in the Romar Church be the 
ſame, or of alike nature, with thoſe the obſer- 
vation whereof St. Paul requires from the Theſſa- 
lonians, and commends in the Church:of. Corinth: 

This Conſideration is of great concern : for, 
if the Traditions of the Roman Church be of ax- 
other kind 3 if they: ſhall prove to be the late and 
new Inventions of men, not ſo much as thought 
of in the Apoſtles days; the whole caſe is ſo al- 
tered, that I do not ſee how it is poſſible for them 
to find the leaſt Countenance from St. Pal. For 
all that St. Pax! doth either require or commend 
in this' matter is, the obſervation of thoſe Tradi- 
tions onely which he himſelf, who was guided by 
God's infallible Spirit, had delivered to ſuch and 
ſuch Churches : they are his own words, Te keep 
the traditions as I delivered them; and again, Hold 
the traditions which ye have been taught by word, 
or our epifile.. Here St. Hierom notes, Quando ſug 
onlt teneri, non wnlt extranca ſuperaddi; Whereas 
St. Paul commands them to obſerve his Traditi- 
ons, he doth in effe& forbid them to introduce. 
ſtrange ones of their own. Now whatever Tra-' 


ditions the Church of Rowe pretends to-have been . Fe : aac 
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delivered by. St. Paul to the Churches of Chriſt 
without being written, are of theſe two kinds. 

1. *Tis pretended that St. Pax; and other A- 
poſtles too, delivered ſome unwritten Traditions 
that concerned neceſſary Points of Faith, Worlhip, 
Manners, and Rules of Righteouſneſs. 

« Cor.13.3, Thus he tells the Corinthians, I delivered unto 
you that which Talſo received, how that Chriſt died 
for our ſins according to the Scriptures, &c, and 

1Cor.11.23. again, T received of the Lord, that which alſo I deli- 
vered unto you, that the Lord Jeſws, the ſame night 
in which he was betrayed, took bread, &c. Tis 
evident from theſe Texts, that theſe Traditions 
which St. Paxl delivered to the Church concer- * 
ning matters of Faith.and Worſhip he received 
from God, and found them ſuitable to the written 
Word. | 

Now let us conſider. whether the preſent Tra- 
ditions of the Romar: Church about matters of 
Faith and Divine Service be ſuch too : if they 

Cernel.2 Lap, are, . we Oppoſe.them not. They tell us, that the 

inz©0-c. Obſervation of the Lord's day. is an Apoſtolical 

*.** Fradition : we contradid it not, becauſe we find 
ground for it in the writtew Word; we alſo find 
it mentioned by the Primitive and early Fathers. 

Tenat. Epiſt. Jgnativs (if yet that Epiſtle of his be not corrup- 

ad Trallia- ted) tells us, Tee y Nagar) 73 Teams, 73 Edfbaley 

Tiy Tapiy, # Kogtaxh Tv *Ayamav.. The Jewith Prepara- 

tior was the-day of Chriſt's Paſſion, their $4b- 

bath of his Buriall, and our Lord's day of his Re- 
ſurreCtion. 'Tis mentioned by Tertuian,who faith, 

Tertul.de Die Dominico jejuninm nefas. ducimns, To faſt on 


Greg. Nez. the Zord's day.we count it: fin. 'Tis mentioned 


Orat, 43 Þy Nuzianzene, who ſiyles-it iyrairoy, wi xlins, 
bp ues 
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wwe) & togri, Ec. *Tis from the great Probabils- 
ties given usin the written Word, and the preg- 
nant Teſtzmonies of Antiquity, that the Reformed. 
Church doth obſerve this Tradition which con- 
cerns the Lord's day with greater ſtriqneſs then 
the Roman. 

They tell us again, that the Baptiſm: of Infants 
Is an GO== Tradition + we are (o far from 
contradicting them, that we doaot onely praGiſe 
it our ſelves, but #-4intein it againſt all Oppoſers, 
becauſe 'tis mightily countenanced in Sacred 
t/rit, and commended to us by a Antiquity. I 
remember, Dionyſias the Areopagite ( if he that Dion. Arco: 
goeth under that.name be indeed the man ) tells << 
us, Naifts rmo 8 Ia omiiva Juyaptres Ths leegs wlyes p. 151, fee. 
3yri3u Gnas, that Children who were yet un- 
capable to underſtand the Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel were made partakers of Divine Regeneration 
and ſaith, that the Church obſerved this PraQice; 
meds Tis dex<ias wnYrns oeaiows, being taught ſo to 
doe by azcient Tradition. Accordingly Naziaene Greg.Nazi- 
zene thus adviſeth, Nimiv 85? ov14 a Byipus anagun, ant Ort, 
8&c. Haſt thou an T»fart ? let him be ſandtified ** - 
from his Infancy. And ſo St. Eypriax and other c;;;aws in 
Biſhops give their Judgments, Prohibers rom debes Epiſt. ad Fi 
Infans qui recens natww, &c. The Infant that is >» wy _ 
but newly born muſt not be debarred from Bap- bapr. 
tim. Whoever denied this was condemned by 
the Church 3 and accordingly the Council of Car- concil. Car- 
thage, which conſiſted of two hundred and ſeven- thas-Can. 
teen Fathers, paſſed this Sentence upon him, ***: 
O515dvmoTe Te wigs, tj vreopeummre Gy Tay wagwy Toy wirrhgav - 
Banlicex dgviirer, *Ardhue &u'* Whoſoever denieth 
that little Chz/dren newly dropped from. their 

I 2 Mothers 
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Mothers Womb ought to: be baptized; let him 
be Accarſed. Theſe and the like Authorities do 
induce us to believe that. the Bptiſoe of Tefants, 
thovgh no-where 1n plain terms commanded in 
Scrieture, is yet a Divine Tradition ;- and upon 
that well-grounded Confidence our Church doth 
as conſtantly praiſe and as ſtrongly defend it as 
ever theirs did or can do. 

They tel] us again, that: the Inſtitution of our 
Chriſtian Feſtzvals, and the obſervation of Lent, 
are Apoſtolical Traditions. Well; though they 
will find it a difficult task to prove them ſuch 5 


. though the firſt Toſtitution of Lext is by ſome a- 


ſcribed to Teleſphorws 3 and though about the ob- 
ſervation thereof there was, and that very early 


too, dupoBimos x ruxuaie, doubts and various opi- 


pions, as Irenens and Euſebins tell us : yet, be- 
cauſe our Chriſtian Faſts and Feſtivals are very 
ſuitable to Scripture-Rules, and were obſerved as 
great helps to and expreſſions of their Devotion 
and Piety by our religious Anceſtours, and indeed 
the Univerſality of the Chriſtian Church, we do 
readily embrace and praQtiſe both. 

But when our Adverſaries preſs upon us, under 
the notion of Apoftolicell Traditions, many things 
of Faith and Worſhip defined in their late Conven- 
ticle of Trent, though altogether unknown to the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church, an 
contrary tothe written Word; we find reaſon tc 
lie under the Anathema's and Excommunicatior 
of the Roman Church, rather then to comply wit 
it in thoſe DoFrines and PraGices of theirs whic 
are ſo exceeding far from being Apoſtolica! 

They tell us, indeed, that- their Feneretion c 

| San, 
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Saints is practiſed juxta Catholice & Apoſtolice Concil. Tri- 
Eccleſie uſum, 4 primevis Chriſtiane Religionis _— 
temporibws receptum, according -to the uſe of the ule, Can, 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and: was recei» us Sant 
ved from the beginning of the Chriſtian Faith: _ 
whereas the Invocation of Saints, now pradtiſcd 
in the Roman Church, 1s not mentioned by any of (pn, xy. 
the Fathers till above two hundred years after aw. Concil, 
Chriſt z and conſequently cannot be imagined to 15% 527: 
be an Apoſtolical Fradition. 

And as for the Roman Cuſtom of Praying for 


the dead; by the Practice whereof in former A- 


ges. they would fain eſtabliſh their DoGrine. of 
Purgatory, and that eſpecially to. keep op the credit 
of their dearTndulgences:though we find this exceſs 
of groundleſs and »ſeleſſe Charity uted in the Chri- - 
ſtian Church,and that ſomewhat early too though 
St. Cyprian, in the third Century, mentions 0bla- Cpriams 
tio pro Dormitione, &*-Deprecatio nomine deſuniJo- *P' 56: 
rum; though Tertaul/ian; -in the ſame Century, Teriul. de 
mentions Oblationes pro defun@ir; - nay more, <2: 
though Dionyſius the Areopagite (who, it he be the Dioyſ. de 
mar, lived in the firſt Century) tells us, 'o 356 cc Hier. 
ieedeyns wynv beegy im md xexornuery miirer, The. holy EY 
Prieſt makes an holy Prayer for,or over.the dead : 
yet none of all theſe doaſjert this Practice to have 
had its Originall from any Divine-or Apoſtolicall 
Tradition, as the Roxrar Church contends. -Ter- 
iu[/ian, indeed, concerning this and ſome other 
PraGtices uſed in his time confeſfeth thus, 53 Jegem 
expoſtules Scripturarum, nullam invenies, If you 
require a Scriptrre-command for this and that, 
there is none to be found : upon which ſcore he 
aſcribes theſe things to Tradition; 'but whence — t- 
: #2 # ſas- 
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Tradition took its riſe, he doth not tell us. But 

chryſeſt.in the truth is, St. Chryſoſtom doth-z who, in the 

Pipes, | behalf of perſons deceaſed in the Guilt of fin, ex- 

Orat. 3.in horts his hearers thus, Bon2wey wnis x7 Wyapur, 

"Mert- Let us aſſiſt and ſ#cconr them to our utmoſt pow- 

er. -But what can ſurviving perſons doe for the 

relief of departed Sinners? he anſwers, wni 7: ©w- 

Your, uf, Eniges meagre yas uvmpg evroy mere, 

let us both pray for them our ſelves, and beſeech 

others todoe fo too, And that the Dead ſhould 

q be particularly remembred in the Prayers of the 

' Church at the celebration of the Lord's Szpper, 

he ſaith, # cj router New off *Amgraor, jt was 

.ordained by the Apoſiles, and that not in-vain. 

And that this Practice ſpred and continued in the 

- Church after St. Chryſoſtome's time, is evident from 

Hef I that expreſſion of St. Anſtine, Non parva eft uni- 
ura pro , : 

mortuis ge- Verſe Eccleſie Authorites, que in hac conſuctudine 

rendas = o[aret, wbi in precibus Sacerdotis, que Domino Deo 

ad ejus Altare fundunur, locum ſnum habet etiam 

.commendatio Mortnorurm. Tis clear indeed from 

theſe words, that to rewember the dead-in their 

moſt ſolemnPrayer- at the celebration of theExcha- 

.riſt, was grown, in St. A»ſtine's time, the generall 

Cuſtoms of the Church.: but that this Cuſtom-had 

its Original from the Apoſiles, he doth not ſay. 

Nor indeed could this be the Inſtitution of the 

Apoſiles, that there ſhould be a particular Com- 

mmemoration of the dead, and a ſolemn form of 

Prayer put up to God on their behalf, at the ad- 

miniſtration of the Lord's Swpper,. if that Obſer- 

Chemmt.EX- ation be true which Chemmnitias alcribes to St. 

Trident, Hierome, St. Gregory and others, in theſe words, 

P- 535 Apoſtolos ad ſolam Orationem Dominican celebraſſe 
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ationem Myſterioruam Divinorum. If this be ſo; 
that the Apoſtles themſelves uſed no other Prayer 
but the Lord's alone at their Celebration of the - 
Euchariſt, how can it be imagined, that thoſe ſo- 
lemn Snpplications which ln after-times were made 
for the dead at the Altar ſhould be of Apoſtolicall 
Inſtitution. 

But however, though the Church of Aome 
may pretend, but cannot prove, (for one St. Chry« 
ſoſtom is not enough) Apoſtolicall Tradition tor 
ſuch and fuch Dearines and Practices of theirs ; 
yet-what Authority from Chriſt or his Apoſtles 
can they plead for thoſe Articles of their ew. 
Creed, which their Pope Pixs the Fourth hath im- 
piouſly impoſed upon the Church of Ebriſ#, and 
added: to that received Nicere Creed, as if it were- 
of equall- Credit even with 247, and to-be belie- 
ved upon pezalty of Damnation 

When St. Paxl delivered ſuch and ſuch Trads- 
tions to the Chriſtian Churchyhe tells us, Negiaefor 
am ry Kvgis, T received of the Lord : but could Pope 
Pins (ay. as much- of his? and can the preſent 
Church of Xome ſay as much* of theirs, when in - 
their #ew-found Creed they teach us to ſay, 7 pro» - 
feſs that there are truly and properly Seven Sacra- 
ments of the new Law inſtituted byChriſt £ Do they + 
indeed gather this Article of their Faith, as we do © 
all thoſe in the three .received Creeds, from clear 
Teſtimonies of Holy Writ? -or :do they collect 
this Dodcrine and''!number of their Seven Sacra- 
ments, as their Patriarch of rence is ſaid to have 
done, from-that particular expreſſion of St. A#- Joh. 6. 5. 
drew, when he told his Lord, There is a lad here 
which hath five loaves andtwo fiſpes When they 


require. 
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require us to ſay, I profeſs that there is a true, pro- 
per and propitiatory Sacrifice offered to God in the 


Maſſe for the ©uick and the Dead, do they indeed 


father this Tradition 'upon St.-Pavul, who faith, 
Chriſt was once offered; and again, Chriſt by one 
offering hath perfeGed for ever-them that are ſanii- 
fied? Again, when they teach us to ſay, 7 profeſs 
that in the Euchariſt. the Bread and the-Wine ( and 
why not their /7ater too?) are iranſubſiantiated 
into the body and blond of Chriſt; do they ground 
this Tradition upon the words of Conſecration, 
This is my Body, when Scotas himſelf, who was 
one of their own great Champions, hath told the 
world, that the words of Chriſ# do not neceſlarily 
import it, and that Tranſubſtantiation (for which 
Bellarmine indeed correfts him) was no Article of 
Faith till the Lateran' Council? W hen they teach 
us tO ſay, 'T acknowledge that under one Kind whole 
and perfe Chriſt andthe true Sacrament is received, 
do they ground that 'Doctrine upon a Caron eſta- 
bliſhed by the Council of Conſtance, or upon the. 
Example and Command of our Blelled Saviour, 
who delivered both the-Elements to all his Com- 
mugnicants, and gave them this expreſs injunfion 
concerning the Cxp in particular, Drink ye all of 
this ? And that this Command of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour was obſerved in the Primitive Church, 
where the Miniſter, according to Chriſt's own 

Example, delivered the Conſecrated Cup to al 
the Communicants, - is evident from the Teftimo- 

ny of the moſt early - Fathers. - EY nrigzoy mis daors 

even, (ſaith Jenatins5 and, 79 iviator oy momgis mor 

xamwceions, &2c, faith Dionyſins : there was then one 

Cup diſtributed to al}. And'if this were the koown 

Practice 
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Practice of the Primitive Church, what ancient 
Tradition can the Roman Church produce for their 
Communion in oe Kind onely2 Again, when 
they bid us ſay, 1 do conftantly hold that there is a 
Purgatory, do they derive- this Tradition from 
the writings of Plato, who mentions three Recep- 
tacles for departed Souls; or from thoſe Exprel- 
ſions of Prophets or Apoſiles, which ſay of all de- 
-parted Saints, They reſ# from their labours, and of 
all departed Sinners, They ſhall be turned into 
hell 2 Once more; when they would have. us 
believe that Saints and Angels are to be worſhip- 
ped, that there is a Veneration lawfully paid to 
the very Keliques of Saints, to the Croſſe of Chriſt, 
to the mages of the Virgin Mary, &c. do. they 
ground this Tradition upon the Second Command- 
ment, (which they could as willingly blot out 
of their Bibles as they have done out of ſome of 
their Catechiſms,_) or upon any Expreſſion of St: 

Paul, both which do flatly condemn the Wor- 
ſhipping of any Creature? Nos *tis well obſer- 
ved by Calvin, Sub Traditionur titulo includunt Calvin. in 
omnes craſſas abominationes manifeſlo Dei Verbo * <%+ 11+ 2+ 
contrarias, The Romaniſis under the name of 
Traditions do include all their grofle Abominations 
which are directly contrary to the Word of God 
and ſo are far enough from being thoſe traditio- 
nall Dofqrines, or any whit like them, of Faith 
and Worſhip, that are recommended by St. Paz, 
who 1mpoſed- not any- Belzef or PraFice upon the 
Church but what was, as himſelf words it, wm= 
Teapds, according to the Scriptures. But. | 

2. Tis urged by the Koman Church, that St. - 


Paxl, and other Apoſtles too, delivered ſome un- 
K written 
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written Traditions to their immediate Succeſſours 
| which concerned the external Diſcipline, Order, 
Policy, Rites and Ceremonies of the Church. 

Well, and who denieth it > not Calvin, =_ 
though he were a great oppoler of ſuperfluous 
and burthenſome Ceremonies, doth yet grant 
thus muchs Paula, Eccleſie Corinthiace primws 
fundator, Inſtitutis piis & honeſtis eam formaverat, 
ut decenter & ordine illic agerentur omnia © St. 
Paul, who was the firſt Founder of the Church of 
Corinth, did ſo form it with pious and laudable 
Inſtitutions, that all things there might be tranſ- 
ated without the leaſt Imdecency or Diſorder. So 
runs that writtez and well-known Rule of his, Let 

x Cor. 14-40. al things be done <314u9vs », x9 mitiv, decently and 
ix order. But beſides this Rule that he hath left 
upon Aecord, he farther tells them, The reſt will 7 
ſet in order when T come. And what he did, or 
ejoyned to be done; in purſuance of this Promiſe, 
perhaps might be never written. 

But, as Calvin demands, ©uid hoc ad inſulſas 
Ceremoniarum nugas que viſuntur in Papatu? quid 
hoc ad Snperſtitionem pluſquam Judaicam? What's 
all thisto the z»ſipid and fooliſh Ceremonies of the 
Roman Church 2 how doth this juſtifie thoſe Su- 
perſtitions of theirs that are more then Jewiſh 2 
So numerous are their Ceremonies, that I cannot 
imagine what St. 4»ſfine would have ſaid, had he 
lived in our times, who thus complained of his 

Ang.in Epiſt. own, KReligiomem ſerviltibus oneribus premunt, ut 

—_ tolerabilior ſit conditio Judegorum, &c. The Con- 
dition of the Jews, in reſpeCt of burthenſom Cee 
remonies, was more tolerable then that of Chri- 
ftians. 


I re- 
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I remember, Be{armine reckons up no leſs then 
' twenty two Ceremonies uſed in the Rowan Church 
in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſas 3 and tells ys, 
that they are all of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, or at 
leaſt of great Antiquity : ſome of which are theſe ;. 
Exorciſms, Selt, Spittle, Chriſm, the Wax-teper, 
the white Apparrel, and the Kifſe, &c. And as 
to the Sacrament of the Exchariſt, the ſame Bel- Bellarminus 
larmine tells us, Apoſtoli legems condunt, ut ſuma- Benn 
tur ante omnes alios cibos, nimirum 2 jejunis 3 the 1.4.c.16. 
Apoſiles eſtabliſhed a Law, that it ſhould be re- 
ceiv'd before all other food, that is, by perſons 
faſting. And yet that Rule of St. Paul, which 
the Komaeniſis can never ſatisfaQorily anſwer, 
ſtands upon record to the contrary, If any man 1 Cor.11.34: 
hunger, let him eat at home. Hence Luther tells ratherss 
King Herry the Eighth, Apud mos non peccat qui contra Hen, 
modeſts ederit & biberit ante Communionem, With ** 
us the man doth not fin who eets or drinks mode- 
rately before the Sacrament. And *tis well known, 
- that the Primitive Chriſtians, who were very ten- 
der of all Apoſiolical/ Inſtitutions, did, at leaſt in 
ſome-'places and upon ſome days, in imitation of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, receive the Sacrament efter 
Supper» So much may we colle&t from that ex- 
preſſion of St. Auſtine, who grants, T»/tztuinws efſe ug. rpilt. 
muultis locis, ut die Paſche poſt refetionem Deo of: 118. ad Ja- 
feratur, &c. that it was the Cuſtom of many pla- 2m. 
ces, to offer (the Euchariſt) to God afjer meat. 
And Sozomen tells us, that ſome alſo dined before Soom. Hit. 
the reception of the Sacrament : INgs iavges wile 7+ © 39: 
SabBbdTp orivIss, newnmeTres adv, wuongiov TIX 8m, They 
coming together on the Sabbath towards the 
Evening, and baving — dined, they —_ 
2 O 
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of the Myſteries. From this Authority Cornelius 
2 Lapide 1s forced to acknowledge thus much, 
Perduravit hic mos in nonnullis Eccleſtis per multa 
-ſecula, This Cuſtom of eating before the Sacra- 
ment continued in ſome Churches for many Ages :; 
and yet is faſting an Apoſtolical/ Inſtitution ? 1s it 

indeed Cor-ſuetado nece{/ario ſervanda? a Cuſtom 
that muſt of neceſfity be obſerved, as Be/larmize 

contends ? | 
But fince TertuZian hath given us a fair Fntima- 

tion, in that expreſſion of his, Nor ſciet maritus 

quid ante omnem cibum ſumas, &c. that in his time 

the Sacrament was received before all other food 5. 

fince Nazianzene bath aſſured us, that the Fxcha- 

riſt was celebrated in his Church g2 #47vz, before 

Supper 3 and ſince St. Anſtive hath told us, Per 
aniverſum orbem mos iſte ſervatur, The Cuſtom of 
receiving the Lord's Supper faſting is obſerved 
by the whole Chriſtian Chureh throughout the 
World : we look upon it as a /audable Practice, 
and uſe it as an arczert Rite, though it will be 
hard to prove it an Apoſiolical/ Inſtitution. For 

St. Auſtine's Placuit Spiritui Sando, &c. urged by 
Bellarmine, will not evince itz no, not upon the 


' Principles of his own Church: for 'tis well known, 


that the Pope and his Councils do commonly aſcribe 
to the Holy Ghoſt as well their own Determinati- 
ons, as the Tradition of Chriſt's Apoſiles, 

But although our receiving the Euchariſt faſting 
were granted to be the Di@ate of God's Holy 
Spirit, ſignified to the Church either by the 4po- 
ſles themſelves, or their immediate Sycceſſours 
tn that Age wherein the extraordinary Revelati- 
ons of the Holy Ghoſt were as yet continued; 

though, 


Traditions to the written Word, © 77 

though, I ſay, this Ceremony of receiving the 
| Sacrament faſting were certainly of. Divine or 

Apoſtolical/ Inſtitutions yet doubtleſle ſeverall 

Rites recommended anduſed by the Roman Church 

in the Adminiſtration of this Sacrament are not 

ſo. For, who commands that the Sacramental 

Bread muſt needs be broken into three Pieces, as 
if there were ſome great 14zſteries ſignified by a. 
threefold fraction > Who requires the Circumge- 
ſtation of the Hoſt? Who commands the Prie(t 
to ſign himſelf, the Altar, the Book, the Elements, 
and all the Congregation, with the Croſſe * Was 
it ſome Apoſile, or their own Alexander, which 
ordained that the Sacramental, Yize ſhould be 
mixed with Water * What warrant can be preten- 
ded from the command or example of. Chriſt, or 
any Apoſtle of his, for putting the conſecrated 
Bread, not into the Hard, but: the Mouth, of 
their Communicants? I remember that Canon of 
the Council of Altiſſuodorum, a Town in France, Concil. Al. 
Nor: licet mulieri nud} manu Euchariftian ſumere, "fiod. Cans 
*"Tis not lawful for a woman: to receive the Sacra- * * 
ment with a bare and zaked hand; no, if ſhe want 
her Dominical, her linen Gloves, non communicet, 
let her not partake of the Sacrament : that's their 
law. I remember alſa another Canoz eſtabliſhed 4x. 4rif. 
by a Council aſſembled in Conſtantinople, which Y22Pfs 
runs thus, Tas maduas ws, Favgdy mi 6 werAnoueyes, Symeon May 
The Communicant muſt frame his hands into the EProme 
fignre of a Croſſe. And: how that muſt be done ; 
too, there is a Jeſuit-who- thus inſtructs us3 Dex* Corn. 2 Lap. 
ters ſuperpoſiti ſiniſire in_ modum Crucis, 8c, 1 Cor: 11: 
Certainly theſe: Canons are ſo- ſuperſtitions, that ©" 


they favour. of a Pope rather-then an Apoſtle - but 
K 3 hows 
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however, they give ſufficient evidence, that the 
Euchariſt of old was received by the Communi- 
nicants with their Hands, not their Aowths. The 
truth is, the Ro-zan Church hath no more warrant 
fromany poſtolicall Tradition for theſe and ſome 
other Ceremonies uſed therein about the Excha- 
. riſt, then they have for their half-Communion, 
whereby, againſt the 7»ſtitution of Chriſt, the 
Diſcourſe of St, Pal, and the Evidence of Primi- 
tive Practice, the Laiety are unwortbily robbed 
of half the Sacrament, and are admitted onely to 
a Engopayia, a dry Feaſt indeed. 

'Tis very evident, that theſe and many other 
Uſages and Dotrines, received in the Romar 
Church, are not the Dodqrines and Practices 
taught and required by Chriſt or St. Panl; no, 
ſuch they are as have no Countenance from any 
clear Text of Prophets, Evangeliſts, or Apoſiles : 
and becauſe 'tis ſo, becauſe the Scriptares will ne- 
ver juſtifie thoſe Practices and Aſlertions of theirs, 
they are reſolved, and indeed much obliged in 
point of honour, to ſeek out for other Arguments 
to prove them : and what they are, we ſhall now 
confider. 

IT. The Champions of the Komar Church do 
endeavour to prove their Traditions to be Apo- 
ſtolicall by the Teſtimonies of their own Biſhops, 
as if they were Infallible. 

Thus,that the yearly Renovation of their Chriſm 
1s an Apoſtolical] Tradition, doth BeHarmine otter 
to prove by the Authority of Pope Fabian, who, 
1 his ſecond Epiſtle tothe Biſhops of the Eaſtern 
Church, tells them thus, iſie z $anGis Apoſtolis 
& eornm Succeſſoribus accepimns, Vobiſque tenends 

man- 
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wandamw 5 *Tis that which we have received 
from the Apoſtles and their Succeſſowrs, and fo we 
require from you its Obſervation. To this he 
adds the Teſtimony of rwocent the Firſt, who, 
10 his firſt Epiſtle to Decertias, faith, $5 Inflituta 
Eccleſlaſtica ut ſunt 7 beatis o__ tradita inte- 
gra vellent ſervare Domini ſacerdotes, &c. If our 
Lord's Prieſts would entirely obſerve the Inſti- 
tutions of the Church as they were delivered by 
the bleſſed Apoſtles, &c. Now to theſe and the 


like Teſtimonies of the Rowan Biſhops, which 


are cited in the defence of ſuch and ſuch Traditi- 
ons, we have two things to anſwer. 

I. The Rowar Biſhops that have pleaded for 
the unwritten Traditions of that Church are not 
competent Witneſſes 3 nor doth their Teſtimony 
deſerve to be admitted in matters of this Con- 
Ccern. | 
_ 'Tis notoriouſly known, that there are ſeverall 

Traditions maintained by the Rowan Church that 
are very advantageous to their Biſbop, and others 
of their Clergy too, and that upon ſeverall ac- 
counts. That DoCtrine which teacheth the Pope's 
Primacy and Supremacy over all other Biſhops and 


Secular Princes. makes much for his Greatneſ7, 


Splendour and Magnificence : that DoGtrive 
which aſſerts his Power to diſpenſe with Yows, 
Oaths, and in ſeveral caſes with Adatrimonial Con- 
traFs, either to allow or ewl/ them 3 that Doftrine 
which alligns hima Power, morethen ordinarily 
Miniſterial], to pardow Sin, and deliver whom be 
will from Purgetory, &c. makes for his Wealth, 
and fills his Bags apace. 


Andif ſo, it theſe and other Dedtrines dobriog 
Wo it. 
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in ſuch a Revenue to the Roman Biſhop, and ma- 


ny more of his Charch too 3 'tis very likely that 
they will be ſo kind to themſelves, as to plead for 


thoſe Traditions by which alone thoſe Dottrines 


can be maintained, That the Biſhops of Rome 
have the uſual Infirmities of other men, and may 
perhaps fail now and then in matters of oral 
Concern, I thick no man denieth. *Tis a bug 
word that Baronius ſpeaks of Pope Yigilins, 
whom he calleth a Thief, a Brigand, &c. and tis 
no great Commendation which Be#Zarmine gives 
of Johy the Twenty third, when he doth ac- 
knowledge him to have been a man vite d5ſſolute, 
of a looſe and diſ/olnte Converſation ſo diflolute, 
that'fifty / three ſeverall Articles'that concerned 
his 2arrers (for in Points of Faith the Pope, 
though an Hererick , muſt not be thought to erre ) 
were exhibited againſt him _in the Council of 
Conſtance, and proved by ſufficieat' Teſtimonies, 
Theſe two- Inſtances (not to name the Sorceries 
and Treaſons of Gregory the Seventh, nor the 
Concubine of Nicholas the Third and to paſle by 
the late pretty ſtories of Donna Olympia, who go- 
verned the Roman Chair, as Themiſtocles his little 
Son ruled Athens;) are more ther enough to evi- 
dence, that even his Holineſſe himſelf may erre in 
point of Morality. | 

And ſince other Vices ate incident to the Bi- 
ſhops of Rowe, why ſhould we think it impoilible 
for them to be a little tainted ſometimes with 
thoſe ſmall Infirmities of Covefonſweſr, Pride, and 
Ambition £ Though St. Berzard indeed might tell 
his friend Pope Eugenie, Apoſtolis interdicitur 
Dominains, Chriſt forbad his Apoſiles to exerciſe 
$t any 


<F 
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any Deſpotick, Powers; at, leaſt. over one another. 
cx — ps Boniface the Eighth ns | 5h 
ſome little remainders of unmortified Pride, which 
might prevail with him, to accept the Title from 
others, yea and to ſtyle himſe]f too; Afunds. Do: Par. Hal. 
winum, the Lord of the World. And. though Bom: 
Alexander the Fifth, who [profeſſed himſelf a 
rich Biſhop, a poor Cardinal}, but a mere beggarly 
Pope, might perhaps deſerve that Charafter which 
St. Paul Dp yo in a Biſhop, #0. greedy of filthy 
lucre : yet what may we think of John the Twen- 
ty Third, who was fo covetoxs of Money, and 
heaped up ſo much Treaſure, that he thought 
himſelf concerned to brand that man for an Here- 
tick, who ſhould dare affirm, .that Chriſt-and his 
Apoſtles, had no Poſlefiions in the World 2? 

Now then, if the Roman Biſhops, as: well as 
other men, may poſſibly ſo far forget themſelves, 
as to be guilty of Ambition and Avarice 'tis not 
reaſonable that. we ſhould admit their Teſtimony 
for the Juſtification of thoſe Traditions whereia 
their own Advantage and Honoxr is ſo very much 
concerned : they are Parties ſo mightily 1ntereſ(- 
ſed in this Cauſe,,. that there is ground enough to 
ſuſpe@ their Evidence, and to imagine,, that they 
will: repreſent the matter, not impariialy, as it 
reals ods but with thoſe favourable Conſtru- 
tions, or falſe Gloſſes and Equivocations, which 
an ambitious.or covetons heart may probably ſug- 
geſt, j and a bad Cayſe doth certainly, . require. 

| | POL | "3.x od? TTEP 
2. Although the Teſtimony of the, Roman Bi- 
ſhops ſhould be admitted for the juſtification of 
their own Traditions, ſhould we be ſo kind as to 

| ' - ; _  *accept 


$ 
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nccept their Evidence in a Caufe which ſo deeply 


. concerns themſelves, nay, ſhould we paſs a candid 


interpretation upon it, and ſuppoſe it to'be im- 
partial 3 yet neither ſo would it doe their work, 
nor prove firm, fure, and cogent. See why, upon 
a double ground. 6 my 
1. The Teſtimonies of ſeveral Roman Biſhops, 
eſpecially thoſe early ones, who would inde 
have been very credible Witneſſes in any matter 
which concerns the Church, have been coumterfes- 
ted and notorioufly forged. BT 
Methinks we may uſe the ſame Confideration 
to invalidate the Teſtimony of any Rowan Biſhop, 
which Be/armine himſelf doth to weaken and 
take off the Evidence of 'a Roman Cardinal, We 
find what horrid Crimes (if Simony, Herefie, 
Sorcery and Adultery be fuch indeed) are by ſe- 
veral Authors laid to the Charge of Pope Gregory 
the Seventh. And becauſe theſe deteftable Vil- 
tanies do mich refle& upon the Homour of the 
Roman See, and do intrench too much upon that 
Fundamental Point of the Pope's Infalibility 3 
'tis the great endeavour of Belarmine, by all 
ways and means to wipe off this Guilt, and to 
make the world believe, that all theſe Vices, ob- 
jected againſt (as he ſtyles him) an innocent Pope, 
were but unworthy Reproaches and baſe Celum- 
wics, that were raiſed by T3/mannws and the Cemtu- 
riatowrs out of a forged Book, that was fathered 
indeed upon Cardinal Bexwo, but was probably 
written ( fo Bearmine would have it) by fome 
Ewutheran or other. 
This kind of Argumentation we may juſtly re- 
tort upon the Komen Church, who juſtifie their 
own: 


: Traditions to the written VVord, 
own Traditions, and unjuſtly charge us with He- 
refie, as having departed from the true Faith of 
the Primitive and Catholick- Church, : and. this 
they would fain prove by Teſtimonies produced 
out of ſome Writings, which are aſcribed to ſe- 
veral ancient Biſhops of Rowe : whereas 'tis very 
certain that thole Writings neither were, nor 
could be, theirs. | ers 

'Tis the great Honour of the Romrap Sce, that, 
ia the #hree firſt Centuries, the Biſhops who gover- 
ned that Church were very choice and excellent 
* Perſons : we reade that Thirty and one ſucce(- 
five Biſhops of theirs, even from Linas to Syl- 
veſter, (if we except but Hyginws and Piws, who 
lived under the kinder Empire of Aztoninus Pius ) 
were Martyrs, or Confeſſours at leaſt. The me- 
mory of theſe Champions and ſtout Aſſertours of 
the true Catholick Faith being precious, and their 
Authority being venerable in the Church of 
Chriſt; ſome well-wiſhers to the preſent Rowan 
Church, that there might be ſome pretence of 
great Antiquity for their ſuperſtitious Novelties, 
have. written ſuch and ſuch Epiſtles, Conſiitutzons, 
and other Tra&s, in the names of theſe Primitive 
Roman Biſhops, which they have publiſhed and 
ſent abroad 1nto- the world with as much confi- 
dence as if they were gerxine and authentich in- 


deed... - | 


_ What Authority ſuch Epiſtles have in the Z9- 
as Church, we learn from Gratiaz,. who equals 
them to the Definitions of General Canncils 3 and 
is not aſhamed ta make St. Auſtine. ſay, that. they 
are equal to the very written #ord of Gad. But 


St. Aline js lo much wrpoged in being produced 
to Fae "þ | 2 | y 
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 Piſtles that are aſcribed to Zephyrinus, which con- 
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by Gretian as the Authour of ſuch an intolerable 
Aſſertion;* that Belarmine, who for once hath 
fomething'more of Modeſty, doth thus excuſe it, 
Deceptis -eft Gratianus ex' depravato Codice quene 


 ipſe habnit beati Auguſtini, Gratian was deceived 


by a corr#pted Copy: which he had of St. Auſtine's 
Works. ' But however, though Be/armine dare 
not. equal theſe Decretal Epiſites to the very 
written” Oracler 'of God';'' yet *tis clear enough, 
that himſclf,, Baronizs, and others of the Roman 
Faith, do uſe the Authority of theſe forged Epi- 
Files to countenance feveral Doftrines and Pratti- 
ces” Wherein'the Reformed: Church: and- theirs 
differ. © | | \ | : 
And yet for all'this, there are-ſeveral learned 
Writers of the Romar Church, who cannot but 
acknowledge that fuch and fuch Epiſtles, Conſti- 
tutions, Recognitions, fathered upon their Primi- 
tive and Martyred Biſhops, are-ſhrewdly ſaſpec- 
ted, yea and clearly proved too,' to be falſe and 
counterfeit. Thus Lorinzs, Verborum Domini liber 
tam eft Apocryphus,quam in quibus memorantur Cle- 
-mentis- Recognitiones 3 The. Book of our Lord's 
Fords is as Apocryphall; as the Recognitions of 
Clemens, wherein that Book is mentioned; He 
tells us indeed, Clementis Conſtitutiones panld-ma- 
Joris ſunt fidei, the Conſtitutions. of Clemens are 
of a little more Credit. But are theſe unqueſtt- 
onable?'* no5 that he denieth't 'Clementis: libri. - 
Conſtitutionam - non' ſunt nſquequaque | indubitate 


Authoritatis, The Conſtitutions of Clemens are not 


of an- Authority that is «w=ndoubted "altogether. 
And-What 'elfe'can we thiok of thoſe Decretal E- 


taln . 
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titn things fooliſh, ridiculous, and falſe + as, that. 
the Conſecration of the Holy Cup mult be.in a 
veſſel of Gleſſe onely 3 that a Bifhop muſt be ac- 
cuſed'Before twelve Judges, and that Evidence a-- 
gainft him muſt be made by ſeventy two Witneſles?. 
How' contrary 1s this, not onely to Scriptzre, but 
to thoſe very Canozs which are aſcribed to the 4- 
poſites 8' whereof this is one, Bs wagweier Thy xa7 
"Emozdmes Algentov wh Teal xeom, dg wide moon War wwoy * 
"Er? Guan wie No 3 retroy waen/cmy cafes may FP And 
to the ſame purpoſe the Conncil of Nice too, 
'Eniſyerm No ve n 771oy wagr/guy, Theſe Canons, ac- 
cording to the Rules of St. Paw, require the Te- 
ſtimony of two or three Witnefles onely: even a- 
gainſt a Biſhop 3 whereas the pretended Decree : 
of Zephyrinus demands ſeventy two, and that with 
an Appeal to Kome, which: is enough to prove it 
Falſe and forged. 
- Suth a connterfeit Epiſtle too was the ſecond of 
thoſe two fathered upon Portianus, which begins 
thus, Pontianus Sane & Univerſalis Eccleſiz E- 
piſcopur, Pontianus the Biſhop of the Holy and U- 
z»jiverſal Church. This Title, 1n thoſe early days 
unknown tothe World, being: as yet not claimed 
nor a//umed by any: Romen Bilbop, but afterwards - 
denied and decried by Gregorythe Great, glves us 
a fair and clear Evidence, that this Epiſtle is. 
counterfeitand written by ſome other hand, as well 
as thoſe of Fabianws, Stephanus, and ſome.other 
facceeding Biſhops, with-a deſign to pretend ſome- 
thing of Antiquity for the defence of thoſe unwar- 
rantable Doctrines and Pradtices of the preſent 
Roman Church, for which they can-produce no 
fair and clear Evidence from ; the gernire and 
L 3 __acknow>- 
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acknowledged writipgs of the moſt ancient Fa-. 
thers. TER 
And as for the Decrees, Conſtitutions and Ca-, 
nons of the Biſhops of Rome which have ſate ia, 
that Chair ſince the time of Sylveſter; what fecu- 
rity have we but that theſe alſo may have been 
changed, corrupted, and falſified, according as the. 
_— of the Roman Church hath fo required > 
Bellarmine tells us, that Pope Leo complained, 
that whilſt he himſelf was yet alive, the Grecians 
had corrupted his Epiſtle to Flavianws c and why 
might not the Latires, for their own ends, doe 
as much? What reaſon have we to give credit to 
ſuch and fuch Papal Decretals, when Be/armine 
himſelf, being preſied with a Canon of Zacharias 
that made againſt him, had little to ſay but this, 
Zacherie Canon mihi valde ſuſpe&as eſt, This Ca- 
nor of Zacharias I do very much ſuſpe#? And 
the truth is, we are ſo much of his mind, and 
have ſo much cauſe to be jealous, that many Ca- 
#0ns and Conſtitutions aſcribed to ſuch and ſuch 
Biſhops of Koze were indeed none of theirs, but- 
onely forged and counterfeited, that we cannor 
upon their Authority admit thoſe Do&rines and 
PraQices for which we can find no warrant in the 
written Word of God. Bur, 

2. The Teſtimony of Xomar Biſhops, in the 
Cauſe of Traditions, is not firm and fare, becauſe 


the Pope, at leaſt in matters of #bjs nature, not- 


withſtanding their Pretence of his being Infalli- 

ble, may bly be deceived himſelf; and. if ſo, 

he may deceive us too. be 
*Tis the free Conceffion of Bearmine, and that, 


_ as he ſaith, wherein a Cotholicks do agree, Poſe 


432 > 
* 


Ponte 
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Powtificem, etiem ut Pontificem, &» cux ſuo cetu 
Conſiliariorum, vel cum Generali Concilio, errare in 
Controver(iis fati particularibus, que ex Informa- 
tione Teſtimoniiſque hominum pendent; That the 
Pope, conlidered as Pope, with his private or Ge- 
wera! Council, may erre in particular matters of 
Fa&F, which depend upon the iI»forwation and 
Teſtimonies of other meov. And that ſeems to be 
the Caſe in hand : the buſineſs of Treditions is a 
matter of FaF, and the whole Controverſie un- 
der our preſent Diſquiſition is onely this, Whe- 
ther Chriſt delivered to his Apoſiles, the Apoſtles 
to the Primitive Biſhops, they to their immedi- 
ate Succeſſours, and fo from Age to Age, ſuch 
and ſuch ;particular Dodcrines and Practices as are 
now contended for by the Rowan Church. So 
that rhe whole Queſtion in hand being concerned 
about metters of Fa#F, wherein they themſelves 
acknowledge the Fadibility of the Pope, we have 
little Reaſon to acquieſce in his Determinations, 
and to be ſo well ſatisfied with his Teſtimony, as 
to think our ſelves obliged thereby to believe and 
doe thoſe things which the Scriptures do neither 
aſſert nor command. . | | 

But what'if the Pope may erre in confiderable 
Points of Faith too, and become an Heretick #2 
are we obliged to believe his Teſtimony eventhen 

. to0? Photixs tells us, that by the Canon:Law, Phu. Tir.z2. 
dr ngougic © xgmuagrogeom *OrvNts Aigemi,, Hereticks 
might not in any Fudicature be admitted to bear 
witneſs againſt any Orthodox Chriftian within 
the Church. Andcertainly, if Hereſte-be a Crime 
of that nature, as that it hath been thoughtenough 
to exclude or evacuate any man's Evidence in Civil 
| Cauſes 3. 


Fo 


BY 
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Cauſes ;' we ſhall have-but" little reaſon to admit 
any-perſon, that is as liable to Hereſle as other 


-men, as an #»fallible Witnefle in matters of 8j- 


ritual and Sacred Concern. © _ - © 
And that ſeveral Biſhops: of Rowe have been, 


not onely ſhrewdly, ſ#ſpeFed, but publickly acon- 


ſed and condenmed too, and that of the fouleft 
Hereſies, "tis not to be denied by any man whoſe 
brow is not made of Braſs. *Tis recorded by le- 
veral Authours, and thoſe of good name and cre- 
dit, that ſome Roman Biſhops bave been Monothe- 
lites, ſome Montanifls, ſome Emntychians, ſome 
Arriars, yea and ſome downright Atheiſts too. 
But the Charge being heavy againſt them, and 
the Honour of the Rowan See lying at ftake, and 
the Pope's 1orfaVibility alſo being herein ſome- 
what concerned, we muſtSenquire into the Wit- 
neſles, and ſee that they are «mw, ſuch as de- 
ſerve to be believed. For ſo juſtly tender is the 
Chriſtian Church of the rep#tation of her' Biſhops, 
that ſhe will not admit a/ perſons whatſoever to 
bring in Evidence againſt them. No, the fixth 
Canon of the Second General Council forbids it, 
My &ysEeTgws mTeomem 735 xgmnz9ges, whdV many emmire Ts 
12271prias mu x1 of cixovopt roy Tas Extanores,* No man 
ſhall. be admitted to accuſe a Biſhop, till firſt his 
quality be duely examined; nor ſhall every fe/ow 


_ beluffered to exhibit Articles againſt the Gover- 


nours of the Church. And as every man might 
not accuſe a Biſhop, ſo whoſoever wrongfully 


_ didit, though it were but a Biſhop e/e&, and yet 


to be ordained, he was ſeverely puniſhed : 'Emn- 
wo Mnrex3s dxoryurnoias SarBanmrerms, Let his Penalty 
be a long Excommunication. So faith the Cayorn- 
Law. So 
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So then, ſince there is am [ndiA&ment of no lels 
Crimes then Atheiſm and Hereſke drawn up and 
exhibited againft ſeveral Bz/hops, and thoſeof the | 
Romar See too, whoclaim a Superiority over all 
Biſhops beſides, as being the onely Sxcceſſonrs of 
the Prize Apoſtle, and the immediate Yicars of 
Chriſt; 'tis of a conſiderable Concern, that what 
is thus a/edged againſt them be well proved too, 
And here, that Pope Marcelinus offered In- 
cenſe to Idels, might be proved with eaſe and 
evidence enough : but becauſe he did it barely 
for fear of Dzocletiav, and afterwards repented 
and became a Martyr, we paſs him by. AKhenanus Rhenin. An- 
ſaith of. Pope :Zephyrinns,  Epiſcopus Romanus 39 in Terr 
HMontanizat, The Biſhop of Rome embraceth the crapraxeam. 
Hereſfe of Montanus. So Tertullian, who was too 
much of the ſame Opinion, witneſſeth too. That 
Pope Homorius the Firſt was a Adonothelite, and 
denied the diſtintion of two Wills in Chriſt, we 
have the Teſtimonies of Pope Agatho, Leo the 
Second, Adrian the Second, belides the Evidence 
of the Sixth General Council, wherein he was 
publickly condemned for an Heretich, That Pope 
Liberizs, and his Antipope Felix, were Arrians, 
is teſtified by Athanaſius, and St. Hierom too. 
Nor need we beaſhamed to produce the Teſtima- 
ny of Calvin and Eraſmw, who do both affirm 
that Pope John the Twenty ſecond denied the 
Immortality of the Soul, And what if we mens 
tion that Expreſſion of Picws Mirandula ? Alinns 
memininss Pontificemn, qui nul/um Deum credens,&c. 
We remember another Pope, who believing that 
there is no God, &c. But that of the Council of 
Bafil muſt not be forgot, which, having votgd a 
M .Gene- 


, #9 


Znſeb, Hiſt, 
1, 3».C. 36. 
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General Council to be above the Pope, could not- 
poſlibly give a better Reaſon for it then this 3 2ſul- 
ti Pontifices in Errores &* Hereſes lapſt eſſe leguntur, 
&c. *Tis recorded that wary Popes: have fell in- 
to Errours and Hereſfes, &c. And the truth. 1s, 
there is no Pope, who ſtifly maintains thoſe Do- 
Erines which aflert the worſhipping of Amgels, 
Saints, Images. Reliques, a Morſel of Bread, or a 
Conſecrated Wafer, but is a down-right Heyetich - 
and ſince he is ſo, we cannot ſo far betray our 
ownReaſon) as to reſt ſatisfied and be convineed, 
that ſuch and:ſuch Doctrines, which have no Coun- 
tenance tn Scripture, are Apoſtolical, by the Te- 
ſtimony.of any: Roman: Biſhop, who, notwithſtan- 
ding the Pretence of his Infallibility, is-proved to 
be obnoxious to groſs Errours, even Hereſfe and 
Atheiſm it ſelf,. as-well as other men. But, 

ITI. The Champions of the Roman Faith: do 
endeavour ta juſtifies their anwritten Traditions 
by the Teſtimonies of the Fathers 3 who are pro- 
duced as Witneſſes which: ſeem, in their account, 
to ſpeak a greatdeal for:them. | | 

Thus Be//armine cites Tonatins, who is an early 
and ſubſtantial Witneſs indeed, as being, 2uyxg0105 
7."An59xor, the Coetane,. Collegue and Scholarof 
the very Apoſtles themſelves : and'of him Exſe- 
bius thus records, TgeiTgems dmgit $240% Theron *Amgdnov = 
meggdir2a5, ny vmg dopantias x, tyygdeas ndunergbusy of Saws 
Tiou dreſxctcy nytim* He exhonted the Chriſtians to. 
ſtick faſt tothe Traditions of the Apoſtles; and, 
that they might be preſerved incorrupt, not long 
before his Martyrdom he judged it neceſſary that 
they ſhould be written. This Teſtimony is clear 
tor  raditions3- and: ſo is. that of Dioryſins the 


A reopes 
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Areopagite too, ' 03 Tram T5 1" apes Iegagyes Kathryn Dionyſ. Areops 
uores me umgeeavie fyyerous T: airov x <&yegpors win Hr Ecclel. 
x7! 735 ise85 nur tdbour Sroubs, BL. The firſt Founders ' ”M 
of the Ecclefiaſtical Hierarchy. (the Apoſtles) de- « | 
livered\to-us Heavenly Myftertes by Inſtructions | 
written and unwritten according to the- Sacred 
Laws. And thus great St. Baſil too, 'Amminor dum Baſil. Magn: 
2 73 Tets dyczipus megan oagurers To perſevere in S5P-5-0-29+ 
unwritten Traditions, :Ithink tis Apoſtolicel. And | 
fo Tertullian alſo mentions; ſeveral. particular Ob- Tertul. de | 
ſervations, qws, fine lo Scripture Inflrumento, 2m. Mit 
ſolins Tratlitionis titulo, &* exinde Conſuetudinis - 
patrocinio, vindicamus, &c. which the Church 
practiſed -and (defended, without 'the- Authority 
of any Scripture, upon the bare credit of Tradi- 
tion, and the Patronage of Cuſtom, &cc. 

Now, this being Argumenturs Achilleurs, one 
of the ſtrongeſt Arguments which the Romiſh 
Church can poſlibly urge for their Traditions, we 
ſhall give-an Anſwer to-it in ſome diſtin&t Parti- 
culars. .. 

1. Whatever Traditions are expreſly and dog- 
matically delivered by the Univerſality of the an- 
cient Fathers, we do readily enibrace, own, and 
defend, 

That Expreſlton of St. Baſil the Great we do Bui. 2. dc 
willingly cloſe with, AvowmtTmng Ti ms xa49; ff Boſs Toy, Sp. S: Ci-25» 
etoye? moarg mi Th deem T3 Alinur fyorrm'* Old Do- 
arines are to be reverenced3 and. for, as-it were» 
their hoary Antiquity they deferve 'a -YVeneration. 

But withall thoſe Dodrines#hat may juſtly chal- 
lenge areſpett for their Age-muſt be ſuch as were 
generally received, believed, and' practiſed 3 ac- 
cording to-that Rule which 7incemtive Lyrinenſis 

M 2 g1ves 
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gives us, 1d temeamns quod ſemper, quod ubique,'quod 
ab omnibus creditum.eſs, Let us hold that which 
hath been believed at alltimes, in al places, and 

ug.in Epiſt. by all Chriſtians. And for this:St. Anſtire gives 
ad Jan 118: th; Reaſon, 1le que non: ſunt ſcripts, ſed tradita, 
cuſtodimns, que- quidem toto terrarum orbe obſer- 
vantur, dantur imelligi vel ab ipſis Apoſiolis, vel 
plenarits Conciliis (quorum eft in Eccleſia ſaluberri- 
ma' Anthoritas,) commendata atque ſtatuta retineri : 
ſienti quod Domini Paſſio, & ReſurreFio, & Aſcen- 


f* . fio in Celum, & adveninsde Celo Spiritiis Sandi, 
W anniverſaria Solennitate celebrantur 3 &* ſiquid a- 


liud tale occurrerit, quod ſervatur ab univerſa qud+ 
enngque ſe. diffundit. Eccleſia. This Expreſſion com- 
mends the belief and praGice of thoſe Traditions, 
ſuppoſing them to be the laſtitutions either of the 
Apoſiles themſelves, or ancient General Councils, 
which were unanimouſly obſerved by the univerſal 
SO" 1}; 075 | 
But now, that ſucir and ſuch traditional Do-+ 
GFrines and Uſages were indeed generally received 
by. the whole Chriſtian Church, we muſt have - 
clear .Proofs: from credible Witneſſes, that have 
given Teſtimony thereuato throughout al! the 
reſpetive Certaries and Apes of the Church. 
This is no more then was urged long ſince by Gre- 
Greg. Nyſ.: gory Nyſſenc, for the Ratification. and full Eſta- 
rar 3-007- bliſhment of all ſuch Vſages-and Do@rines as pre- 
tend to Antiquity: . Axe! 3Þ #5 'Amdeitiy, 55 nuemige-Abye, 
T8 £yew 7477038 1Keumuy 00s, nuas.Tieegdooy, clov. mye, KAliggv 
0) drums £4. TO, AmooAor Ne Tav. pes Aplov apamue 
evr* For this (and nothing, lefle)) is ſufficient 
for the Proof of our Aſſertion, that we have a 
Tradition derived to us from -the Fathers, as it 
SIT . were. 


, we. 
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were a certain Inheritance deſcending by entail 
from the Apoſiles by thoſe Saints who were al a- 
long their Succeſſours. 


And this is the onely thing- which we demand 


from the Roman Church, being ready to acknow- 
ledge the Truth of all DoGrines, and the Equity of 
all Praices, which the Univerſality of the Fa- 
thers have left upon Record as things believed 
and dove in the firſt- and pureſt Ages of the 
Church. And thus to: doe we have a great En- 


73 


couragement from that Expreſſion of Tertaliar, Seralen. ds 
.YrX CrIPt, 


Conſiat ommem DoFrinam que cum Eccleſiis Apoſio-zq, t b 


licis, Matricibus &* Originalibus Fidez, conſparet, 
veritati deputandams id ſine dubio tenentem quod 
Eccleſie ab Apoſtolis, Apoſtoli 2 Chriſto, Chriſtus 2 
Deo accepit, &c. *Tis manifeſt that every Do- 
qrine which agreeth with the Apoſtolick Chur- 
ches, which were: the Wombs and Originals of 
Faith, muſt -be eſteerhed a Truth; as holding 
that which thoſe Churches received from the A- 
poſiles, the Apoſiles from Chriſt, and Chriſt from 
God | 


| So that whatſoever Traditions the Church of 
Rome can prove to be Apoſtolical by an unanimous 
Conſent of al the ancient, learned and holy Bzj- 
ſhops and DoFours, who from Age to Age have 
governed and taught the.Church, though ſuch 
Traditions are no-where recorded in the writ- 
ten Word, yet being obliged by the wniverſal Te- 
ſtimony of all Antiquity to eſteem them Apoſto- 
lical Inſtitutions,- and conſequently no-way re- 


pugnant to Holy Writ, we ſhall moſt readily re-- 


ceive and praGiſe them upon the very firſt Con- 


vidion. For fo great-a-reſpe@ hath the Church - 
| = of.. 


24 


Romiſh Preſumption in equalling 
of England for all her pious Forefathers in Chriſt, 
that ſhe doth moſt chearfully follow-their Example 
in every thing that is convenient .and Jaudable 3 . 
and doth: pay to venerable Antiquity all that ima- 
inable Reverence which 1s conhltent with that 


' 3nviolable Rule ſhe walks by, which is:the. writter: 
Ford of. God. But, 


2. Although we are thus ready to embrace all 
thoſe DoQrines and PraQtices which can-be re- 
commended to us by the gereral:Conſent and Ap- 
probation of Antiquity 3 yet the Teſtimonies of 
ſuch and ſuch perticzlar Fathers, which the &g« 


 1aniſis produce for the juſtification.of their un- 


written Traditions, -we cannot-think our ſelves 


. obliged to accept, nor is it ſafe to comply with 


them in af Points whatſoever. 
*Tis the great Prerogative of the Scripture alone 
to deſerve and require our Afﬀent to every thing 


that is there delivered by every particular Pro- 
_phet, Evangeliſt, and Apoſtle. When once we 


do but clearly underſtand the meaningof Divine 
Revelations, and comprehend what ſuch and 


ſuch a Text doth i-port, there is no room for any 
farther Scrutiny or Examination 3 but all our:bu- 


ſineſs is to believe and praZiſe. Thus ſtands the 
caſe with the Word of God, every line whereof 
is of unqueſtionable Authority : but as for the 
Fritings of men, how holy or learned ſoever, 


but not infallibly guided by :God's unerring and 


holy -Spirit, we bave ground enough, in all 
Points and matters of Comtroverſie, which the 
Scriptures do not ctearly determine, to pauſe a 
while, ſ-ſperd our faith, and not immediately to 


give too quick an Aſlent to ſuch and ſuch Afler- 


tions, 
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tions, till-we have taken mature Advice, and dcli- 
berately, conſidered what is the matter of ſuch 
and ſuch Propoſitions that relate to the. Worſhip 
of-God, Points of Faith, or other Concerns of the 
Church, as well as who it is that recommends them. 
And for this we have ſeveral Reaſons. 

I. That the whole Church of God in after- 
Ages ſhould, without all farther Examination, 
give an immediate Afſent to all Propoſitions, 
Principles, Concluſions, DoQtrines or Practices, 
which are laid down, recorded or recommended 
in the Works of ſuch and ſuch ancient Fathers, 
Is a thing which thoſe Fathers themſelves did ne- 
ver do? or expe. The truth is, to give a firm 
and quick Credit to every thing which ſuch or 
ſuch a perſon hath ſaid, were an inſtance of ſuch 
a. ReſpeCt as the beſt of mer cannot deſerve, nor 
did the beſt of the Fathers ever require or ſhew. 

We are inthis to.imitate St. Auſtine, who told A4ug. ad Hic- 
St. Hierow thus,, Alios, ( Scriptores, preter Canonje : EP: 35 
cos ) ita lego, ut þ xg et Sanditate DoGrinave 
prepolleant, non ideo verum. puter quia Toſi ita ſen- 
ſerunt, ſed quia mihi vel per illos Authores Cano- 
ricos, vel probabili ratione, quod 2 vero non abhor- 
reat, perſnadere. poluerunt ;- When I-reade any 
Authours that are not Ceronical,, how: holy or: 
learned ſoever, I do not preſently grant this or 
that to be a truth barely becauſe thoſe Authours 
thought ſo, &c. And-as-he: reſerved. to himſelf 
this liberty of diſſent, when he' found: juſt cauſe, 
from other mens Writings 5- fo did he as willingly 
allow the ſame liberty to. all other perſons who 
ſhould become the Readers of his. So- he tells 42. ad For- 
his friend Fortunatianws, Talis ego ſum in Scriptis nat Ep. 

| aliorum, 
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alierum, tales volo eſſe InteleFores meorum 3 Such 
am [in other mens Works, and ſuch would Thave 
other men be in mine. But how is that? he 

Aug.de boro tells us; -Neminem veline fic ampleds omnia mea, 
1a App -ut me ſequatur, niſi in iis quibus me non errare per- 
* *** ſpexerit; I would have no man ſo to credit what I 
write, as immediately to-comply with my Judg- 
ment, except it be in thoſe things onely wherein 
he perceives me tobeintheright. Tis a Golders 
4ug.ad Vin- Rile which he elſewhere gives us, Andi, dicit 
Os * Dominus : non, dicit Donatus, aut Rogatis, aut Vin- 
P. 48. ge : 
centius, ant Hilarins, aut Ambroſius, aut Auguſti- 
mus; ſed, dicit Dominns. Hear and believe, not 
every thing which ſuch and: ſuch a »-ar: ſaith, but 

what God ſaith. 

So then, though -perhaps we may diflent, in 
ſome particular matters not determined -in the 
written Word, from ſuch and ſuch particular 
Fathers; though we have entred our Diſlike and 
do ſolemnly-proteſt againſt ſome Expreſſions that 
have unwarily dropped from ſome of their Pens: 
yet ſince theſe good men have declared them- 
ſelves to be no-way injured or affronted thereby; 
we do not need (or, if we did, we ſhould not 
matter) a Pardon from his Holineſs; who wants 
indecd ſome better Evidences to confirm the Y2- 
tdity of his-Indulgencies, and make them ſaleable 
10 Exglifh Markets. But, | 

2. Tocomply with every thing that ſach and 
fach a Father hath aſſerted, and to receive af 
their Teſtimonies indifferently as undoubted 
Truths, is-a thing ſo groſs and irrational, that even 
an Adverſaries of Rowe themſelves will not 

OE lf, 
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' "Tis indeed very uſual with them to exclaim 

againſt us as perſons that haveno Reverence for 
Antiquity, but reje& the Fathers, and tread them 

under foot : but the truth is, if it be a fault ts 

diſſent from ancient Writers in any thing what- 

ever, if our refuſal to ſubſcribeto their Opinions 

in all-matters of Controverſie may be interpreted 

as a Contempt done to thoſe excellent Perſons, 

from whom in ſome things we diſagree 3 then do - 
we retort this Argument upon our Adverſaries, | 
and, having a juſt ground of Recrimination, we. 
do tell and can eaſily prove to the world, that if 
this be indeed oxr Crime, it is certainly theirs 
too. 

That the Church of Rome doth give an wwiver- 
Jal 4ſſent to whatſoever aZthe Fathers have writ- 
ten, will not be imagined by any perſon who con- 
{ſiders what the Jeſuits and other DoGoxrs, who 
well underſtood the Senſe of that Church, and 
durſt not openly contradi& it, have left upon Re- 
cord, I remember that expreſſion of BeFarwine, Bellarnin. 
who, being urged with a Sentence of Tertulian | 7g 
againſt Zephyrinws, who was Biſhop of Rome, had 
little elſe to reply but onely this, Now eſſe ommnino 
fidem habendans Tertulliano in hac parte, Tertullian 
in #h5s matter (becauſe BeVarmine did not like it) 
is not at all to be believed. No, nor St. Chryſo- 

02 neither, if he deliver any thing that contra- 
dicts the Rowiſh Faith. Alinum ſcopulnm vitare Mald.inLuc, 
LeGor debet , ne Chryſoſtomum legens, &c. ſaith ***9 
Maldonate; The Reader - muſt avoid another 
Rock, leſt perhaps, reading St. Chryſoſtom, he 
run into an Erroxr. And as for thoſe two great 


Worthies of the Chriſtian Church, St. Awbroſe and 
| N If. AK 
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Loims AR. St, Auſtine, Lorinns did not think them infalible, 


KL, 12, 


when he ventured toſay, Aemworid lapſum oportet 
Ambroſium, idimque flatuendum de Auguſtino, &c. 
St. Ambroſe forgot himſelf, and ſo did St. Auſiine 
tO. 
Indeed, whatſoever ts delivered by Tertulian, 
Chryſoftom, Ambroſe, Auſtine, or any other anci- 
ent Father, how agreeable ſoever it be to the writ- 
ten Wordof God, yet if it be znconſiſient with the 
preſent Traditions and PraGtices of the Roman 
Church, they will not grant i to be a Truth. 
And if fo, if the Romaniſts themfelves, when- 
ever their tereſt doth ſo require, do make ſo 
bold with the Fathers, as to ſ#ſpe@F their Jadg- 
eems, and deny their Authority; methinks they 
ſhould be fo ingenuous, as to allow w the ſame 
liberty of Difent, which they take to themſelves. 
If hey. diffent from Terinlien, Chryſoflom, Am- 
broſe, Auſtine, and other Fathers, and: that in 
thoſe very matters wherein thoſe Fathers have 
clearly, dogmaticaly and defignedly delivered: 
therr Judgments3 why may not we diſſent from. 
Clemens Alexandrinws, Origen, and fome others, 
eſpecially in thoſe things which they have onely 
rhetorically. und accidentally. mentioned, and yet 
are now violently drawn, forced and wreſfted to. 
countenance thoſe Articles of the Trent. Faith 
whereof thofe Fathers did never dream ?- 

Burt however, what juſt ground we have to diſ- 
fent from ſuch and ſuch particular Fathers in ſuch 
and fuch particular caſes, eſpecially #a thoſe 
Points now in Cortroverſie betwixt the Reformed. 
and Roman Church, we ſhall ſhew in two Parti-- 
culars.. | S þ 2 

I», The 
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1. The firſt Reaſon (and that which indeed 
our Adverſaries may juſtly plead as well as we) 
why we cannot think our ſelves obliged to com- 
ply with every particular Father, in every parti- 
cular thing which they have delivered,is, Becauſe 
+ they were but Aer, and ſo might erre; and indeed 
often did, and ſome of them foxlly too. 

'Tis very uſual! with the Chawpions of the 
Roman Church, to produce the Teſtimonies: of 
ſeverall perſons who are men of great Name and 
Authority in the Church of God, to juſtifie ſeve- 
rall of thoſe Traditions with which we can by 
no means comply. I remember Be/armine pro- 
duces and cites Ignatiws, Dionyſins, Juſtin Martyr, 
Ireneus, Origen, Clemens, and others, for whom 
we have that ſignal Reſpe&t and Veneration 
which is juſtly due to their Piety, Learnipg and 
Antiquity : but withall we cannot forget, that 
the very beſt of the Fathers were ſubje& to Mif> 
takes and Errours, whereby they ſhewed them- 
ſelves to be but ze. And the truth is, we have 
ſo many and ſo ſad Examples of Learned and Pi- 
ous perſons before us, who have been miſerably 
deceived by meer Pretenſions of Antiquity, that 
we ſhall not eafily ſuffer our ſelves to be ſeduced 
by the ſame Deluſions into the Belief and Practice 
of any Traditions, except we can find in them 
what Trene#s found 1n thoſe mentioned by Poly- zuſeb. Hift. 
carp, Tis yeaqus opeoriay, an Agreeableneſs to the | 5+© 2* 
written ord of God, 

We cannot forget what great Miſchiefs to the 
Church of God the Authority of Papias, Origen, 
and fome others, did in Primitive times. That this 
Papias was 7 'Amirina IN the Diſciple on 

N 2 the 


Romiſh Preſumption in equalling 
the Apoſtles, the Auditour of St. Joby, the Com<- 
panion of Polycarp, is, I think, univerſally gran- 
ted; and that he received ſuch and ſuch Traditions 
from the Danghters of Philip the Evangeliſt at 
Hierapolis, was, as Euſebizs tells us, his own Af- 
ſertion : and yet, for all that, the ſame Hiſtorian 
informs us, that this very man, relying too muck 
upon Tradition, was ſo far ſurprized as to vent 
Ziras Arduoranias, flrange DoGFrines, And if (o, ſhall 
we think our ſelves ſo far obliged to eſpouſe and 
own all- his Opinions, becauſe they are o/d-ones, 
as to become Chiliaſts, and to be impoſed upon, 
as Ireneus himſelf and many more then weres 
Thy "Ag cuomime, Ta &vdgos TeooBeBinuircr, From that Re- 
ſpe& and Yereration which they had for his Axti- 
quity.£. | 

And as for Origew, whoſe Feftimony the 
Church of: Xome makes exceeding much of, as a 
great Patron of ſome Traditions which are ad- 
vantageous- to themsz we do give him all that 
Reſpect which becomes him to receive, and us to 
ſhew : his learned Diſputations againſt Celſ#s, 
his Confutations of the Pſycho-Pannuchiſts, bis 
Conviction and Converſion of Bery/us, that Ar- 
13an Heretick, his readineſs to Aartyrdomr, his la- 
bours in Preaching, Catechizing, and IFriting, have 
| made his Name famous and his Memory venerable 
inthe Church of God. But withall; had this ex- 
cellent Perſon nothing of Errour to allay and 
| ſtain his Glory? Doth the Church of AKome in- 
deed think. us, or themſelves either, obliged to 
embrace every Opinion as an undoubted Truth, 
that hath the Patronage of Origer's Name ?- What 
x Origen: ſeem, as our Adverſaries contend, to. 

4 Ccoun=- 
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countenance their Dodtrine of Purgatory, which 
was doubtleſs the golden Dream and Invention of 
Plato? muſt we therefore acknowledge it to be 
as certain a Truth, as that there is an Heavex for 
Saints and an Hel for Sinners? Why doth not 


Bellarmine give the ſame Credit to Qriger, when 


he diſcourſeth of the Creation of many Worlds, 


as when he diſcourſeth of Pergatory I remem- 


ber, Photius mentions. ſome Dod@rines broached phrine de 
by Origen, and afterwards promoted by Didgmus 5y9%% Con- 
and Evagrizs, that were his Followers, which, =” 
hope, the greateſt Sticklers for the Rowan Religi- 


On will not allow. Tia:s Tis dmrawunyre xondows tlngie 
Coym * mis moyngois Aion TM agxeaioy abiupue ixtitoyn® 


They determined that there ſhould be an end of 


Hell's exdleſſe Tormentsz they taught that the 
very Devils themſelves ſhould one day be reſtored 
to their former Dignity. Thefe Opinions, be- 
ing ſo welcome to the worſi of men, grew apace.: 
but withall, being ſo deſtru@Five to the Chriſtian 
Religion, Juſtinian the Emperour,, in the year 
551. called the fifth. Qecumenicall Council at Cons 
flantinople, where this Errour of Origen and his 
Followers, by the joynt Suffrages of one hundred 
and ſixty five Biſhops, was exploded, condemned, 
and anathematized, as þeing, what Photias right- 
ly calleth it, -e#221m5 gd duzgnar my, an Encou- 
ragement to all manner of Villany 3 even the 
chief of. thoſe yur: 47:8, wicked Opinions, 


which were broached 7 'Qetzivus mezpporiyns, b m_ - Sys 
nod, COns 


Origen when he was out of. his wits, as: NiJas doth c, ; 


inform us. 
- And, certainly, tbat Doctrine. of Purgatory, for 

which the Teſtitnony of 0rigen.is ſo much —_ 
N 3. y. 
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by the Rowen Church, deſerves the ſame Cenſwre 


too; as being a conſiderable Provocation to the 
-Commiſlion of thoſe. pleaſing Sins, the Puniſh-. 


ment whereof, how long or how ſhort it ſhall be, 


is, according to their Dodrine, at the Pleaſure of 


the Pope's Mercy and the Offender's Purſe. And 


methinks *tis ſtrange, that ſuch a Tradition as 


this, which 'can never be delivered from the juſt 
imputation of excoxraging Vice, ſhould, becauſe 


mentioned by Origen and his Followers, be decla- 


red Apoſtolicall, and equalled to that written and 
ſure Word of Chriſt, from which it receives ſuf- 
ficient Confutations, but nothing of Conmenance, 
whatever the Romiſh Church may pretend. 

But, alas! Origen 1s but one of many that are 
cited as Patrons and Abettours of the Romiſh Tra- 
ditians : there ts another Perſon as well as Origes, 
who lived, as Ewſebins words it, #y11= Tis i "Amr 
ay Medic, 10 the very next Age to the Apoſitles, 
whoſe Teſtimony is often urged in this matter 
too3 I mean, Clemens Alexandrins, who flouri- 
ſhed in the reign of Commodzys, and was the Scho- 
lar of Parterus : which two were the firſt that [ 
meet with who delivered the Principles of Chri- 
ſtian Religion in a Catechetical/ way in publick 
Schools, and for that deſerve an Honour. 

What Exſebius reports concerning this Clemens 
cannot be denied 5 Tai xgnurdelas tracer of 7% Aye 
es xzzr, This man's Books are full of much excel- 
lent Learning < ſo excellent, that Chemmitins ſaith 
expreſly of him, Tn tota Antiquitate habitus fwit 
vir celeberrimus, In all Antiquity there was not a 
man ſo famous as he. But yet for all that, he 
fell into many firange and heterodox ay" 5 

uch, 
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ſuch, I ſuppoſe, as our 4dverſaries themſelves 
will by no means allow. He telleth us, that our 
| Bleſſed Saviour preached but oze year onely : that 

the Apoltles,being departed from the World, prea- 

ched to the Dead; and converting ſome of them, 
raiſed them tolife agaio. He countenanced the 
Tenents of Aneheptifhe, that Chriſtians ought not 
to ſwear, nor implead one another before any Tri- 
bunal whatſoever. He affirmed, that ifmen who 
were once Baptized and enlightned fell into Sin, 
God perhaps might grant them «envouay way x Je 
7ize, place of Repentance for oxce or twice, but 
no. more for ever : and yet notwithſtanding, as 
if he ;had forgot himſelf, and were not conſtant 
to. his own Opinion, he ſaith elſewhere, that if 
men repent, are wah I, irs a\Mayy, wdtis Tims ages Tis 
Eimiias O47, there is no place, either in this world 
or in the next, void of the Goodneſs of God. 

And methioks, if this excellent ' and learned 
Perſon were betrayed into ſuch groſs and abſurd 
Opinions as are directly contrary to the written 
Word, through thoſe Traditions which bad even 
thus early crept into the Church, and were fathe- 


red. upon St. Paxl, St. Peter, and other Apoſtles 5. 


we muſt beg, and may jultly expe, our very Ad- 
verſaries pardon, if we {till ſuſpet that ſuch: and 
ſuch Traditions, mentioned by this Clemens, are 
very far from being, as Be/armine contends, . Apo- 


lical. 


" But although Clearens Alexandrinus fell into. 


ſuch erroneous and ' fond Opinions, that they. 
have given the Church juſt occaſion, in.doubt- 
full matters, to like his Teſtimony ſo much the 


worſe ; yet. what hath Terix/ian.done. bo. feryels: 
| E 
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his Credit, and ſo far'to blemiſh his Repatation, that 
the large Teſtimony which he alſorgives in the 
caſe of Traditions ſhould be queſtioned too? 
Tertullian way indeed a learned Preacher of the 
African Church3 a man that confuted Afarcior, 
and wrote exceflent Apologies for the perſecu- 


ift, ted Saints of God; a man that is ſtyled by Exſe- 


bins 'Avig Ts Te dive Whtcw, of uatice em Pawns Mes 
ey, the moſt famous of all the Latine Writers : 
and yet notwithſtanding, when he treats of Re- 
ligious matters not contained within our Bibless 
we have too much ground in ſome things to ſu- 
ſpe his or wry to03 and for ſo doing, Be/ar- 
mine himſelf hath given us his own Example. 

'Tis notoriouſly known, that this Perſon of ex- 
cellent Parts fhewed himſelf to be but a ſor of 4- 
dam, when, not finding that Reſpe&t from the 
Roman Clergy which he might have expected, 
through Dzſcontent and Anger he miſerably fell 
off from the Orthodox Chriſtians, and took up the 
deteſtable Opinions of that Phrygian Heretick 
Montanus. What were the Opinions of this 2/or- 
ranns, Apollonins in Euſebins tells us. 0076s igv 5 
HAdtEes MiTus 1wwr, Bec. This was he that taught 
the world to diſ/obve that ſacred bond of #edlock 3 
this is he that caught his Diſciples ſuch and ſuch 
Do&rines #anquam 2 Paracleto . traditas, faith 
Chemmitins, as if he had received them from the 
Bleſſed Spirit of God3 this is he whorn his Fol- 
lowers took to be the Paraclete, but whom ſober 
perſons looked upon, as Exſebins tells us, 95 irigys- 
ever 5 Azuoriexev, as a man poſſeſſed and ated by the 
Devil; who had two women, Priſcila and Maxi- 
2zillas to be his Propheteſſes. 


And 
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And certainly, if this 2/ontanws were ſuch a 
monſtrous Villain, 'tis as well ſad as ſtrange to 
think, that ſuch a man as Teriuliar was ſhould 
ever.be ſo much tranſported. with Paſſzorn upon 
ſuch and ſuch Neg/eFs, or perhaps Indigzities, re- 
ceived from ſome Clergy-men at- Rome, as to 
make ſuch a DefeGion from the true Faith, as if, 
for ſome Affronts received from ſome particular 
perſons, he meant to revenge himſelf upon the 
whole Chriſtian Church, by patronizing the cur- 
ſed NoQrines of fo vile an Heretick. But how- 
ever, ſince *tis.clear that he did ſo, we are by no 
means bound to believe, what indeed he himſelf 
doth never affirm, that a/thoſe Traditions which 
we find recorded in his Writings are of Divine 0- 
riginall; becauſe we have ground enough to ſu» 
ſpec, that he might receive ſome of them at leaſt 
from Montanws, or: lome other unwarrantable 
hand, rather then from Apoſtles or Apoſtolicall 
men. *#-Þ W | 

But may not St. Cyprian paſs for an unqueſtio- 
nable Witneſs, if Tertulian do ſomewhat fail? 
Was not this Cyprian the renowned Biſhop of Car- 
thage, the ſtout Champion of Chriſt's true Religion, 
yea and his faithful AZartyr too? And doth not 
this eminent Perſon. give Teſtimony to juſtifie 
ſome of thoſe Traditions, and to prove them Apo- 
flolicall, which are now received in the: Romar 
Church, and yet have not the Jeaſt Countenance 
from the written Word of Gad?. : {+ 

W hat Great St. Baſp/ once ſaid of Dionyſtus A- Baſil. kar 
lexandrings, may, without any Affiront or Injury might ws 
to St. Cyprian's name, . be affirmed of:him too, 
Ou my Ta SrivuaZ opey 3% Andes) E512: a 2 mv Th x5 Neyesgoue" 
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We do- not admire whatever that man ſaid; but 
Aug. contra ſ9zxe things we condemn too. We are of St. Au- 


A 


—_— tine's mind, who writes thus of Cyprian, Cypriani 


literas non ut Canonicas habeo, ſed ex. Canonicis 
conſidero + Quod in eis Divinaram Scripturarun 
Authoritati congriit, cum laude ejus accipios quod. 
autem non congruit, cum pace ejws reſpwo. 1 do 
not take St. Cyprian's Epiſtles tobe Canonical, but 
I judge of them according to-thofe which are ſuch 
indeed : Whatever therein agreeth with the Au- 
thority of Divine Scriptures, to his honour I do. 
appland ; but whatever agrecth not, with his leave 
I.do reject. f 
"Tis evident by this Expreſſion, that although 
St. Cyprian were indeed, what Nazieanzene thought 
Gregor. Naz. fit to ſtyle himy Mize clxvuirns dmons Brun, the great 
in rate 15. 12, of the whole world; though he were M4--- 
ms 0/av6i28 'Arwrichs,. the great Champion \of the 
Truthz Yyet.it. was St. Auſtine's Judgment, that 
ſometimes he dropped from his Pen ſome things. 
= did not well conlift with the written Word of 
The Seriptures:tell us that-there is One Baptiſt : 
Concil. Cat- accordingly the Council of Carthage thus defined, 
thag. Cl» 7} Zoaacy melts dmat NAAR drareangoarar iu Hier and apain, 
wn $3676 nivedu dveberlicns, Baptiſm ought not tobe 
adminiftred the ſecond time, -no-not to Hereticks 5 
Arſen Synop-fO Arſenizs, Ou Sd #vabannitay Tv mle7 Toy Atgemu.y 
ſis Can. 38. Bowngouirer, Perſons baptized by Heveticks muſt 
not be baptized ggaiv.' Such wes the Judgment 
of Fathers and Comncils; and yet St. Cyprian was 
report. Nats of his mind who ſaid, Lag 1401 XBTCovy ifTycoy *i[f-Bap= 
m Orat. 24- tiſm be at f-ſt-adminiſtred by ſuch Hereticks as 
deny the great Artieles' of the TI, as. 
tNey: 
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they in Nazianzene did the Divinity of the Holy J 
Ghoſt, then give me a ſecond Waſhing. And al- 
though Be/armine tell us, that St. Anſtine excuſeth Belen. de 
Cyprian from being an Heretick; yet fure we are he ©90cl-2c.3. 
did not excuſe him from being in an Erroxr * for 
thus he ſaith, Cyprianum aliter ſenſiſſe de Baptiſmrg Ave: ad Vin- 
quim Forma & Conſuetndo habet Eccleſie, in ſuis © _ 
& in Concilis literis invenitur, That Cyprian did 
not think of Baptiſm as the Church doth, 'tis clear 
both from the Conpcil's Letters and his owe too. 

And if St. Cyprian might erre about Baptiſv, 
why not about the Exchariſt too, when he faith, 
Debet Aqua Vino miſceri, Water muſt be mingled 
with the Sacramental Wine If Cyprian were mil- 
taken about the Government of the Church, when 
he ſaid, 1pſa plebs maxim? habet poteſtatens vel eli- Ctriar. 
gendi dignos Sacerdetts, vel indignos recuſandi, * © 
The very common people have the chief Power to 
chuſe good Biſhops, or refuſe bad onesz why 
might he not be miſtaken about the Ceremonies of 
Baptiſm, when he ſaid, Ongi weceſſe eft eu qui Cyprian. 
Baptizatus fit, &c. *Tis neceſſary that every per. FP: 22: 
ſon who is Baptized ſhould be Anointed too? It St. 
Cyprian might be, and certainly was, in an Errour 
in oxe caſe 3 what ſecurity have we but that he 
may be miſtaken in ſome other matters too? We 
can never admit all the DoGrines and Uſages re- 
ceived in the Roman Church to be of Apoſtolicall 
Authority, though countenanced by St. Cypriar's 
Teſtimony, except weſhall farſt forget, that even 
Donatus and his Followers did ſhelter themſelves 
and their erroneous Opinions under the' xawe 
and Petronage of the ſame St. Cypriar too. 


And truly, we cannot wonder that Clewens 
O 2 Alex- 
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Alexandrinus, Origen, Tertullian, Cyprian; and o- | 
ther good men before and after them, were over- 
ſeen in ſome Particulars, ſince, out of that great 
Reſpe& and deſerved Yereration which they had 

' for the 4poſtles themſelves and their immediate 
Succeſſonrs, they became too prone, without any 
ſtrict-Examination, to give credit to:ſuch Trads- 
tions. which were either delivered to them. by 
word of momth,; or contained in-any ſuch J/ritings 
as bore: the 4poſiles names, or were pretended to 
be derived from 4poſiolical men. 

That there were ſuch forged Writings ſent a- 

broad-into the world, and that very early too, ſt- 

| 442, ad Vin- veral Authours have informed us. Thus Sr. 4#- 
cent. Ep.48. (J;me, Non defuernnt quz ſub Apoſtolorum nomini- 
bus mnlta confingerent, 8c. Some there were who 

forged many- things in the Apoſiles-names : ſo he. 

And in that: Edition of the Septuagirt-printed at 

| Baſil by Jobn' Hervagins I find the Lives of. the E- 
vangeliſts and Apoſtles, written by Sophronius, 
prefixed before their reſpetive Goſpels 'and E- 
piſtles 3. where, in the Life of St. Peter, theres 
mention made of ſeveral #ritings wherein St; Pe- 
ter was concerned; ieither as the Authour; or at 
leaſt as the SubjeF matter of them; and thus they 
are named 2: Ilgw my. enfyean] at ITgaZers ans, HevTEerOY 
Evayy*Moy,. Teimy Kiguyue, .Timeny 'Amxgarilis, Thunlov Ke'- 
os * The firſt was inſcribed The 4&s of St. Peter, 
the ſecond was named The Goſpel of St.' Peter, 8c. 
OF all theſe the Writer-of his Life paſſeth- this 
Judgment; 2s *Anmngvoa te amdruuatiru, They are 
all rejected as Apocryphal: Writings. And yet in 
the Life of St. James:there is mention of 'a Book 
entitled Evayiaor ww3- Epraive,, The Goſpel-accor- 

Ds SH, ding 


Traditions to the written Vord. 


2 E:: : ding to the Hebrews; a Book, ſaith the Authour, 


6-4 Qu yerns meds wixgmrer, which Origen often uſed. 
And certainly, if : Origen and other Fathers did 
reade and believe ſuch . Apocryphal books, we 
cannot wonder that: they fell into ſome abſurd. 
Opinions, and have tranſmitted to poſterity ſuch 
fond Traditions as are far from being Apoſtoli- 
call. | | | 
I remember St. Pal tells us,. that Chriſt after 
his RelurreCtion was ſeer of James 3 and upon 
what occallon Chriſt was pleaſed to appear ingly 
to St. ' James alone, that forenamed counterfeit 
Goſpel thus informs us :; 'Quvgdru "Iarwfes wn avoueu 
p78 bE incivns Tas weas df' os mmorci Tr) mmigtoy 6 Kvercs, Tos 
5.1Sy ry dvecdyre oy vice” St, Tapes had ſworn that 
he would not taſte one morſel of Bread from that 
hour wherein Chriſt died, till he ſhould fee him 
riſen from. the dead again. . Upon this ſcore, 
faith the Authour of that Book, Chriſt appeared 
to him, wi aafov dyny, w;zgoms txAgT, of Siduicos 'It- 
m2 TH NMuate Avyr are, AſNge ww, Ts Toy apmy coy, ngon 
3Þ 6 Tivs 3% dvbpsme oy viu;9y* and taking bread, and 
having given thanks, he brake itz and giving it 
to St. James the Juſt, ſaid, My brother, eat thy 
bread, for. the Son of man 1s riſen from the 


dead, &Cc. 
So inconſiſtent is this Tradition, in its ſeveral 


Circumſtances, with the written Word, that E- #f. in 1 Cor, 
ins himſelf ſtyles. it Narrationem fabuloſam, a7 

fabulous Narration 3 -and Lorinws.confelleth, Hanc L.in a&, 

Hiſtoriam non admittit Auguſtinus, St. Auſtine doth *+ 13: 


not. admit this Story : and yet Eſiizs obſerves, 
that St. Hierom doth ule. ſome other Paſſages of 
that falſe Goſpel, wherein this Tele 1s, recorded. 
O 3 And 
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And what need I mention thoſe other counterfeit 


Goſpels of St. Thomas, St. Bartholomew, and Nico- 


demws ? What need I mention the forged AQGs of. 
St. Andrew? and that -pretended Epiſtle of St. 
Paul to the Laodicears, the true one (if yet there 
were ever any ſuch) being acknowledged by 
Be[/armine to be loſt? What ſhould I mention 
that Protevangeliues fathered upon St. James, and 
yet full of ſuch Traditions as are no way -recot- 
cilable with Chrift and his Apoſtles? St..Luke tells 
us, Toad imyrignter, Many have taken in hand to ſet 
forth in order a declaration of thoſe things, &Cc. 
Theophyla# here puts the Queſtion, Tirss tozy of ma2ei3 


Who were theſe any that thus undertook to 


write the Goſpel? He anſwers,  $w4mmy, they 


-were.falſe Apoſiltes : and he tells us farther, Neaac? 


ovriyeelay Evayyinice ditey * Ofor im of xd] Aloarivs, xz 7 


iy gaphuerey off Awiwng * Many, even then, ws Felag 


x4f1@,, without the Grace and Spirit of God, 
wrote ſeveral counterfeit Goſpels; as the Goſpel 
according to the Egyprians, the Goſpel of the 
Twelve, &C. 

And certainly, albeit thoſe good men, the Fa- 
thers of the Church, out of too much Credulity 
and Yeeeration ſhewed towards their Predecel- 
ſours, were pleaſed to give ſo much Credit to 


thoſe ſpurious Writings, which deſerved rather 


to be expunged then believed, as to tranſcribe 
ſomething of them into their own Works, and 
thereby tranſmit them to Poſterity : yet all ſuch 
Paſſager, derived from uncertain and deſervedly- 
ſuſpeted Authours, can be no more authentick, 
nor clairn any greater Authority, then the Origi- 
»4ls from which they were borrowed. Fae 
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Aad as for ſome other things which the Fathers 
wrote upon their own Judgments, delivering the 
ſenſe of their own Underſtandings, they have (uf- 
ficiently evidenced themſelves to be too falible, 
as our Adverſaries themſelves do acknowledge. 
Ic is true, where the Fathers do but ſeem to coun- 
tenance the fond and ſuperſtitious Doftrines of 
the Roman Church, if there be found any Paſſage 
in them that can poſlibly be pretendcd to favour 
that abſurd and incredible Aﬀertion of Tran/#b- 
ſtantiation, or thoſe advantagequs Doftrines of 


Purgatory, Indulgencies, auricular Confeſſion, orthe 


likez every ſuch Paſſage, how ambiguoxs loever, 
muſt paſs for a certain Trath, as it t proceeded ex 
Tripode, even from an Oracle, But in common 
caſes, and eſpecially in thoſe Controperſies where- 
in the Fathers contradi&tthe Opinions and Pradices 
of that Church, they are <ſteemed no more then 
other men; and, how ear and plain ſoever their 
Expreſlions are, they are counted doubtful and 


fallible enongh. Thus Lorinus, Gentiles ignorans Lorin. in 
tia Lingue Hebree lapſi ſunt, ac nounulli etiam Pa- * 
tresz The Gentiles, being ignorant of the Hebrew. 


Tongue, did erre, and ſo did ſame:of the Fathers 
too. And. in the ſame place he ſpeaks thus of 
Clemens Alexandrinus, Long abeſt 7 vero quod ar- 
bitratur Clemens Alexangrinas, T he Opinion of this 
Clemens is far from being a Truth, And as for St. 
Baſil, he giveth us this Caution too, Tanti Pairis: 
Do@rina. cum Cantione intelligenda eſt, The Doc- 
trine of ſo great a Father muſt be underſtqad with 
Caution. And.why, prays with ſo much Caution ? 
certainly, ſome nice and tender Poipt lieth at 


ſtakes and that was this,. Ne.j»ſti{/pmis Pontificuns- 
| | Deere- 


IIr 
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Decretis adverſetur, Leſt St. Baſil ſhould perhaps 
contradiCt the Pope. Well, ſince 'tis granted on 
all ſides, that the very beſt of the Fathers were 
ſubje& to miſtakes z we have reaſon to believe, 
that they might more probably erre in the caſe of 
Traditions ſooner then in any other Point what- 
ever : and upon that ſcore, ſuch Traditions as 
have no '"Countenance from the written Word, 
nor the general Teſtimony of Antiquity, we cannot 
receive as Apoſiolical, though ſuch and ſuch a 
= ag Father may ſeem to recommend them. 
But, 

2, The Second Reaſon why we cannot comply 
with every thing which we find recorded in the 
Works of ſuch and ſuch ancient Fathers is, Be- 
cauſe the Writings of theſe Fathers have been mi- 
ſerably abxſed, corrupted, fallified, or forged. 

Such Abuſes have the moſt early Fathers met 
with. So Tgnatins, who was, as Exſebins tells us, 
ms. mecus Japon, ms ns! Avniyzac Thites Dadoyys deve 
Tegos Ti 'Emoxoniy xacangwwtrer, amonglt moſt men re- 
nowned, the ſecond Biſhop of Antioch, being the 
Immediate Sxcceſ/ſour of St. Peter. But though 
this excellent Perſon were indeed fo arcient, that 
his gray hairs might juſtly challenge a Venerationz 
yet have they not ſecured him from ſeveral groſs 
and foul Afﬀronts, We find ſome Baſtards laid 
even at this old man's door 5 *Emronas Haudtrryesges x 
<a39uais, ſuppoſititious and ſpurious Epiſtles, 
79d; Meciav, gs T5 U Tagow, 8c. aſcribed to Ignatius, 
| though cone of 4s, And as for thoſe Epiſtles, 
collected by Polycarp, and mentioned by Exſebins, 
which, notwithſtanding all the Cavils of Blondet, 
Tale, and other Antiepiſcopal perſons, our _— 
ne 


_ 
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ned Pearſon and Hemmond (i Mexzzin:) have ſaf- 
ficiently vindicated and proved to be hjs3 we find 
even theſe, as worthy 1/zac Yoſſivs well expreſs 
ſeth.it, ##2 interpolatas, ut plurimunt Ignatinms in 
hoc Ignatio fruſira queras, 10 interlarded and ſtuf- 
fed with ſuch numerous I[nſertions, that jn this 
mew Ignatius the old one can ſcarce be found. 
And as for Origer, though it is generally gran- 
ted that his Writings, even as they dropped from 
his own Quill, are many times to blame 3 yet *tis 
eaſily believed that ſome Corrupters and Fallifiers 


. of his Works have made them worſe. Thus Da- 


riel Huetins, who hath given the world a ſolemn Dan, Huet. in 
rol. 1, 2. 


Origen. c. 2, 


account of Origen's Life and Opinjons, doth aſ- 
ſure us :. Cx ab Hereticis violata efſe conſtaret 0- 
rigeniana volumina, &c. Since it was evident that 


Origen's Books were abuſed by Hereticks, &c. 


And doth not Yaleſi#s tell us, Clementis Romani YFaleſ.in Ba- 
ed. Hiſt. 1.3» 
Ce. 38, 


libros qui Tls:12d1 Tlie jinſcribebantur ab Ebioneis 
corruptos fuiſſe atque falſatos, that the Books of 
Clemens Romanus named The Journals of Peter were 
corrupted and falſified by the Ebionites ? 

And.this our Adverſaries of Rome do not deny, 
when-ever it makes for their Advantage to confeſs 
it. Corzelius 2 Lapide, a learned Jeſuit, finding 
that St. Hierows's Epiſtle to Damaſus made againſt 
him, flieth to this Refuge, Epiſtola Hieronymi ad 
Damaſum non videtur eſſe Hieronymi, ſed confida, 


The Epiſtle of Hierow to Damaſus (cems not to * 


be really his, but a meer counterfeit. Ons 1 
Well; ſure we are, there are no perſq@ns to 
be named throughout the world that havetſhewed 
themſelves, ſhall I ſay more ingenzions, 'or more 

#mpudent?2 in imitativg "2 Forefathers gs 
an 


. ” | 
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and counterfeiting their 7Yoices, and that to very 
ill Purpoſes too, then the men that we have now 
to deal with. *'Tis the great Shame of the Roman 
Church, and ſuch a Blemiſh as is not to be wiped 
off for ever, that they pat unſavoury words into 
their Fathers mouths, and cite the Dead to bear 
Teſtimony to thoſe Follies and Falſhoods which, 
when alive, they would have abhorred with juſt 
Indignation and Zeal. | 

'Tis well obſerved and unanſwerably proved 
by an eminent Divine of our own Church, that 
the Romaniſts have uſed ſeveral Tricks to corrupt 
the Fathers, and make them ſpeak even as they 

* themſelves would have them. For fometimes 
they inſert i]legitimate and baſtard Treatiſes into 
the Fathers Works, hoping that theſe ſpurious 
Brats will paſs for their /awful Children, becauſe 
found within their doors. Sometimes again they 
do falfifie the known and undoubted Writings of 
ancient Authours, by adding one thing, detra@ing 
a ſecond, and changing a third. Sometimes alſo 
they do cite and alleage ſuch and ſuch Paſſages 
out of ſuch and ſuch Fathers, ſo miſerably brefied 
from the Senſe of the Authour, that they offer 
Violence and commit a ſacrilegious Rape even up- 
on the Dead. 

The Purging of the Fathers by ſupprefling, ra- 
Zing and blotting out ſuch and ſuch Paſſages which 
do not pleaſe them, the Roman Church doth own. 

M Przi. Ind. Thus they tell us concerning the Yenetian Edition 
lib. prohib. of St. Auſtine, Cnravimms removeri illa omnia que 
fidelium mentes Heretici prapitate poſſent inficere, 

ant 2 Catholica Orthodoxa fide deviare « We have 

taken care for the removal out of St. guſtine - 

thoſe 
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thoſe Paſſages of his which might infe& the minds 
of the faithful with Heretical Pravity, or make 
them turn aſide from the Catholick Orthodox 
Faith. We are allo told in the Preface to the 
Paris Edition of St. Auſtine, Ex ſandFiſſimo Concilii 
Tridentini Decreto veterum Patrum Codices expur= * 
gandi, By the moſt holy Decree of the Council 
of Trent the Books of the ancient Fathers are to 
be purged. And for ſo doing doth Sixtws Semenſis Sixt. Sen. E- 
thus commend Pzxs the Fifth 2 Expurgari @- ema- Pit adPium 
culari curaſti omuinm Catholicorum Scriptorum, ppt 6 
precipue veterum Patrum, ſcriptaz Thou haſt cau- 
ſed the Works of all Catholick Writers, but chiet- 
ly thoſe of the ancient Fathers, to be purged and 
made clean from blots and ſtains of Errours 3 that 
is, from every thing that cortradi&s the Superſti- 
tions of the Romar: Church. 
But if it werea thing indeed ſo commendable 
to purge the Fathers, yet is it a thing praiſe-worthy 
to falſifie and forge them too 2 St. Chryſoſtom left 
upon record an Expreſiion which the Roman 
Church doth no way like, and that was this 5 1# cry. Hom. 
times of Hereſie there is no means 10 find out the Truth, 497 Matt. 
ſave onely the reading of the Scriptures. Bellarmine 
confelleth, Torrs hic locus e quibuſdam codicibus nu- 
per emendatis ſublatus eſt; This whole Paſlage 1s 
left out of ſome Editions newly ſet forth and cor- 
rected. But how comes St. Chryſoſtom.thus to de- 
ſerve the Spurnge ? The Cardinal gives this Reaſon, 
Hoc Teſtimoninm non eft Chryſoſtomi, This Teſti- 
mony 1s not Chryſoftore's :but whoſe then? Ab Ar- 
rianis locus ic inſertus, This place was inſerted 10- 
toSt. Chryſoſtom's Works by the Arrians,and there- 


fore deſerved rather to be exprnged then A 
P 2 e 
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We ſee what liberty the Romaniſts take to 
themſelves to raze and blot out ſuch and ſuch Paſ- 
fages of the Fathers which make againſt them, 
upon a groundleſs pretence that thoſe Paſſages 
were inſerted by ſome Heretick or other : and can 
they then juſtly complain of us, if we are not 
willing to credit ſome Expreſſions of ancient Au- 
thours, upon which they ground thoſe DoFrines 
and PradFices of theirs which we reje&, ſince we 
have too much reaſon to believe that thoſe Ex. 
prefiions are corrapted, falſified, and forged, and 
that by ſome of their own Church £ 
That the: Roman Catholicks have indeed miſe- 
rably corrupted the ancient Writers in their Editi- 
ons, we are ſufficiently convinced by the Teſti- 
Feath'sde=- mony of our learned DoQtour Featly, who hath 
fence of 114 traced them through the ſeveral Ages of the 
Church, and diſcovered to the world this unwor- 
thy dealing of theirs, by giving us particular In- 
ſtances, and naming the Treatiſes and Expreſſions 
of (ſeveral Fathers, which their Adverſaries as well 
as ours have abuſed, perverted, and corrupted 
Iznat. Epiſt. thus or thus. That of Tgratias 1s one, who be- 
| of _ ſpeaks Virgins thus 3 'E» x#i, &c. In your Pray- 
Fe ers (et Chriſt before your eyes and his Father, &c. 
To evacuate this great and ancient Teſtimony a- 
gainſt the Invocation of Sxints and Angels, a late 
Popiſh Edition printed at Lyons reads it thus, 
'Ev 4vx#%, In your Sonls ſet Chriſs before your 
eyes, &c. Again, thoſe words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
Tertul.de Re- Viour,, The fleſh profiteth nothing, Tertullian thus 
ſur. C.37- expounds, Caro ihil prodeſt, ad vivificandum ſci- 
licet, The fleſh profiteth nothing, that is, to 
quicken 3 ſo faith the true Tertu/ian + but a for- 
mer 
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mer Edition of theirs, ſet forth at Paris, (though 

mended ſince by Rigaltizs) contrary to the mea- 
 ningof Chriſt and Tertuliam too, reads it thus, C2- 
. ro nihil prodeſt, ſed ad vivificandum, The fleſh 
profiteth nothing, ſave ozely to quicken. . Once 
more : our learned Authour mentions thoſe 
words of St. Cyprian too, Poſt guſtiatam Euchari- 
ftiam, Aﬀter the eating of the Euchariſt which 
the Popiſh Edition at Paris, to countenance a Ce- 
remony of theirs, changeth thus, Poſt geſtatar 
Euchariſtiam, After the Circamgeſtation of the Eu- 
chariſt. Nor can this Change be imputed to the 
miſtake of the Preſſe, becauſe their Authours own 
and endeavour to juſtifie the Alteration. 

Theſe and a great many more Corruptions, 
Forgeries and Falſifications of the ancient Fathers 
are reckoned up in that learned Treatiſe, which 
give us fair warning not to believe every Teſti- 
mony which our Adverſaries pretend to produce 
out of ſuch and ſuch old: Writers, ſet faxth by 
themſelves for the juſtification. of thoſe T raditi- 
ons for which they can bring no good warrant 
from the written Word of God. For, ſince 'tis 
undeniable that they have notoriouſly abuſed the 
Records of Antiquity by ſuppreſhing, changing, 
and inſerting, what and where they pleaſed 3 we 
have abundant cauſe to believe, that theſe Alte- 
rations are made in thoſe very places which they 
commonly rite in their own defence; they being 
too wiſe to forge any counterfeit Deeds, and ſubore 
any other falſe Witneſſes, then ſuch as are deſigned 
to ſpeak for their Advantage. But, 

I'V. The Champions of the Rowan Church en- 


deavour to juſtifie their Traditions by the Teſti- 
P 3 mony 


_ | 
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mony and Authority of ſuch and ſuch:Conncile. 
'To which we have two things to reply. 

1. We cannot imagine but that whole'Councils 


may erre in their Judgments, and be miſtaken in 


their Canons, Decrees and Conſtitutions. = 
That no weer man, fave onely the Prophets, E- 

wangeliſis and Apoſiles, ever was Infallible, is ac- 

knowledged by ſome learned perſons even of. the 


Roman Church. If Cajetare were not pertectly 


of this mind, what means that Expreſtion of his, 


Cajetan.in Solis Sacre Scripture Authoribus reſervata eft hec 
Prat. Pentat. 4 thoritas, wt #deo fic credammws eſſe, quia Ipfi ſic 


Bellar. de 
Concil. 1, 2» 
Co 12. 


ſeripſerunt 2 That we ſhould certainly believe 
things to be thus and. thus, barely becauſe *tis fo 
written by fuch and ſuch, 154 Privilege peculiar'to 
the Per- men of Holy Writ alone; Surely then that 
Aſertion of Gratian, mentioned by Be/armine, 
ſeems ſomewhat ſawcy, Epiſtolas Pontificurs Decre- 
tales numerari debere inter Scripturas Canonicas, 
The Pope's Drcretul Epiſtles ought to be recko- 
ned amongſt the Camonical' Scriptures. And me- 
thinks the Cardinal himſelf ſeems fomewhat conti- 


dent, when 'he ſpeaks thus indifferently of Scrip- 


tures and Conncils, Utraque funt infallibilis Veri- 
zatis, & eque icerta, They: are both of infallible 
Truth, and equally certain. But if Cardinal Ca- 
jetane were in the tight; if all thoſe Biſhops and 
DoG@ours of whom Councils have canfiſlted were 
but men, ſubje&tto Miſtakes and Errours.in their 
own particular perſonss:;how:-the whole col/eFive 
Body of any Synod ſhould, in the reſultz.prove 
infallible, the Church of Rome will never be 
able to ſhew by any ſuch clear Evidence as may 
{atisfre a-ſober and impartial man. 


We 
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We. do not: deny but that there is much of 
Truth-ia that Afſſertion of Se. Auſtine, Concilioruts Aug. ad Ja- 
in Ecclefia ſalubersima eft Authoritas, The Author. 79's Er: 
rity of-Councils is of great. Advantage to/ the 
Church of God : we do with all thankfulneſs to 
Heaven acknowledge and own the Four firſt Ge- 
neral Councils; that of Nice, which vindicated 
the Divinity of Chriſt againſt Arrius 3-that of Con- 
ſtartinople, which allerted the Divinity of the-Fio- 
ly Ghoſt againſt Macedoninsz3 that of Epheſws, 
which maineained the Unity of Chriſt's Perſon 
againſt Neforins 3 and that of Chalcedor, which 
aſſerted the double Nature of Chriſt againſt Ex- 
txches. So venerable is the Authority: of theſe 
Four Councils, that we do not quarrel with-that 
high Expreſlion of that good Emperour Juſtinian,. 74ſtinian. 
if rightly underſtood, T5» *Ajior Tram gar Euvdey me dif. Nov. 131: 
14aTe 1g, mg Tis Qciag Yeapds Sx ua, TS Keyoras ws Noyuss 
euagiows * We receive the Dodrines of theſe Four 
holy Conprcils even as (not in equality, but: ſimili- 
tude) the Holy Scriptures, and obſerve their Ca» 
wor as lo many Laws. Accordingly Evagriys tells 
us, Ymrt-Te1us % TIaz gs Subd; 63) ExxAnaay x#neuHe I, 

The Emperour commanded that the Decrees.of 
theſe Four Councils ſhould be read prblickly in 
the Churches. 

But although theſe Councils deſerved this great 
Reſpe&, as keeping cloſe. to.the Word of Gadz 
yet other; Councils, which the, Koran Church 
makes much of, ,did.not ſa- CF hat;Covngils may 
poſlibly .erre, and- recede from Scripture-Rules, 

St. Hierom declared his Judgment in that-Expreſ- ON 
fion of his, cited by Cheamitine, Spirits Santi C— 
DoGring. eſt, que Canonicis. literis prodita eſt 5 p. 3. 

; contra 


v0 
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contra quam ſiquid flatuant Concilia, nefas duco - 
That is the ſure Doctrine of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is delivered in the' Camonical Writings 
againſt which if Councils determine this or that, 
I count it wicked. And did not their famous 
Council of Conftance (when three Popes were 
upon the ſtage at oncez Joby ſet up by the 7ali- 
ans, Gregory by the French, and Benedi@ by the 
Spaniards define contrary to the Word of God, 
(not to mention the caſe of John Hue and Jerome 
of Prague) when they forbad all Prieſts, under 
the Penalty of Excommunication, to adminiſter 
the Euchariſt in both Kinds to the Lazety * And 
was not this Canon ſo contrary to the gereral Cu- 
ſlom of Antiquity, that we muſt either grant the 
Primitive Chxrch to have been miſtaken in their 
old univerſal Practices, or elſe this Conncil to have 
been erroneous in this ew Conſtitution ? 

Indeed, the Roman Church doth very well ap- 
prove the Council of Conſtance in their Sacrilegious 
Decree which robs the People of half the Sacra- 
ment : but I remember the Roman Church doth 
alſo condemn the ſelf-ſame Conncil for that Defini- 
tion of theirs whereby they robbed the Pope of 
more then half his Authority. For when the 
Council of Conſtance had paſſed their Judgment, 
and declared that the Authority of Conncils is ſu- 
periour to that of Popes 3 and when the Council 
of Baſil had ratified and ſolemnly confirmed the 
ſame Aſſertion; in oppoſition to theſe two Coun- 
cils, (the laſt not then diſſolved ) Exgenins the 
Fourth calleth a Couticil at Florence, which by a 
contrary Vote ſets the Pope above the Council. 

So then, here is Comncil againſt Conncil, Canon 
againſt 
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againſt Cano, diretly contradicting one another 
In the ſelt-/ame matter : and Fnce 'tis ſo, we have 
all reaſon to conclude, eitier that ſozze of theſe 
Councils were 1n an Error or elſe that a Logi- 
cians are certainly ſo, who tell us, that two con- 
trary Propoſitions, though poſſibly both may be 
falſe, yet both can never be trxe together. 

But the truth is, *tis obſerved that there was 
ſuch Ambition, ſuch Animoſities and FaFions dil- 
covered-in ſeveral Conncils that were convened 
in ſeveral Centuries, that Gregory Nazianzene, had 
helived 1n later Ages, might have had far more 


juſt occaſion for thoſe Complaints of his, M1/twes Greg. war: ' | 
ouvids Thos 3d yenc3r, wad ev 19uin bays warner þ 2d Procop. = 


Te-2izn * I never ſaw an happy 1/xe of any one 
Synod whatſoever, which did not rather augment 
then remedy Evils. Upon which ſcore he thus 
reſolves, "Ex@ wir #ms, # det 7 dans yedpey, dr miyr 
TUMNogey ev yay "Emroxomoy* Tf I may but write the 
Truth, my purpoſe is to decline all Conventions of 
Biſhops whatſoever. But what is his Reaſon ? 
*Tis clear enough, that this excellent Perſon did 
highly eſteem the Council of Nice; for he doth 
not onely call it Ziv «5izr, an Holy Council, but 
he alſo tells us that thoſe three hundred and eigh- 
teen Biſhops were ſuch # 7 Ilve0{a 73 "Aztoy ds 3 nan, 
whom the Holy Ghoſt had brought together: and 
- as for the Council of Conſtantinople, the Argu- 
ment of his Epiſtle to Procopixs tells us, that he 
himſelf was magna Concilii pars, a very great man 
In it : and if ſo, what occaſion had he to write ſuch 
unkind things ef Councils £ Himſelf informs us, 44 
GIAoYetKeiou , UAer ua my noys etimo 1£5, There was ſo much 
Diſſenſion and ſuch Ambition in them as was beyond 
expreſſion. And 
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And certainly, if ſuch an eminent Perfon as 
Gregory NaZianzene, who was defervedly ſtyled 
5 ©:ox4;z29r, the Great Theologne or Divine of that 
Age, found cauſe enough to blame ſome early 
Councils of thoſe Times 3 had he lived to fee the 
Decrees and Canons eſtabliſhed by the ſeveral Fac- 
tions of later Conventions, he would never have 
thought them, as the Romaniſts contend, to be 

2vg.1. 2.de Infallible. True It is» St. Auſtize tells us, Concilia 
Bapr.C-3: poſterior prioribus apnd Poſteros preponuntur, Men 
that live in later times are apt to prefer JaterCoun- 
cils before thoſe that are more ancient + but what 
reaſon is there for it > That of Juſtel/us is certain- 
Fſtellusin ly true concerning theſe later Councils, Nor ſunt 
provi wan ejuſden fide & dignitatis cum prioribus illis Dua- 
fricanz: for Oecurmenicis, &c. They are not of the ſame 
Credit, Faith and Honour with the Foxr firſt Ge- 
. neral Conncils. And if ſo, ſince there are ſome 
juſt grounds of $#»ſpicions and Jealouſies concer- 
ning their Determinations, who ſhall-perſwade us 

that they are Infallible > Bur, 

2. What if it appear that Councils are not one- 
ly falible, but that they have been moſt miſerably 
corrupted and forged too2 What ſure warrant 
have we for ſuch and fuch PraQtices, not recom- 
mended in Sacred Writ, from the Authority of 
Councils, when ſuch and ſuch Conſtitutions, 
Decrees and Canons- have been aſcribed to 
ſuch and fuch Councils, which indeed' were ne- 
ver theirs ?- | 

We reade that Zoſimn, Biſhop of Rowe, ſent 
his Legats to the ſixth Council of Carthage, with 
Inſtructions to maintain the Primacy of the Romans 
Biſhop as the onely J#dge in caſes of Contro- 

| verſies 
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verſies and Appeals; and for that Prerogative of his 
they pretended a C4nor of the firſt Niceve Coun- 
cil : which was indeed a very fair Plea, had it 
been true, becauſe the Atts of that Council were 
| not onely confirmed by the Emperour, but received 
by the wniverſal Church. What particular Canon 
of the Nicene Council was pleaded for the Prima- 
cy of the Roman Biſhop, Belarmine tells us. Ha- 
bemws Nicenum Concilium, & illum ipſum ſextun 
Canonem, &c. We have on our fide the Nicene 
Council, and that very ſffxth Canon, &c. The Ca- 
0# Is this, Ts egxais 3 negreine mi ty Alyunly xj Ny 
x) Termmine, W535 73 ow WiZard ga *Emotomv mavrey Temwy 
Exay Thy GEeoiey * Emediy oa To » Ty Popy Emordmy Tere 
ournNe Gy, Oias Is of x3! Thiv Armoxeiey a y Tas Zeus 
*Emzgyleus, mh mgeo Bac eye Tas Exxauriats, The Deſign 
of this Canon was onely this, that the Biſhops of 
Alexandria and Antioch and all qther Aetropolitans 
ſhould ſtill govern the Churches within their re- 
ſpetive Provinces, as the Biſhop of Rome was 
wont to govern thoſe within his. 

Theſe being the expreſs words and this being 
the undoubted Senſe of the Canon, the Council 
of Carthage anſwered Fauſtinws, Philippus and A- 
ſellus, who were the Pope's Legates, that al- 
though they bad ſtridtly ſearched af Regiſters, and 
examined the moſt authertick Copies of the Acts 
of the Niceve Council, which they had received 
from Cyril Biſhop of Alexandria and Atticus Bi- 
ſhop of Conſtantinople, yet they could find nothing 
done by that Council to eſtabliſh or countenance 
the Primacy of the Roman Bilbop,nor that the Bi- 
ſhops of Africa were obliged by any Canon of the 
Nicene Council to appeal and beſubje& totheSee of 
Rome Q 2 But 
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But the Primacy of the Pope being a Point-of 
great: Concern tothe Roman Church, and there 
being nothing more likely to eſtabliſh it then the 
Authority of the Nicene Council, which is received 
by the univerſal Churchz3 what greater Service 
could any man doe for the Biſhop of Zome, then 
to prove his univerſal Preeminence over all other 
Biſhops and Churches by ſome AQ of that famous 
Conncil, which no Church gainſayeth> This is 
that which Be/armine attempts : and becauſe he 
cannot doe it convincingly by the Canon, as it is 
vulgarly read and expreſſed in the uſual and pub- 
lick Editions z he produceth a private Copy, and 
tells us, that the Caron, as it 15 commonly read, 
1s zzpperfe, and ought thus to begin,” Eccleſia Ro» 
214na ſemper habuit Primatur + Mos autem perdy- 
ret, &c. The Roman Church hath always had the 
Primacy, Kc. 

One would think it ftrange that Be/armine 
ſhouid adventure to make ſuch an Addition to the 
Canon of ſo known and famors a Conncil-: but, 
to juſtifie himſelf, he tells us, that this Canon was 
anciently- ſo- readz and that about a thouſand 
years ago it was tltus tranſlated out of the Greek 
Copies into Latine by a- certain -Abbot, named 
Dionyſins; and that ſuch a Copy was found in-the 
Roman Libraryz ard that it was ſo read by Pa- 
ſchaſianns, the Legat of Pope Leo, inthe Council 
of Chalcedon, and there approved. 

But in deſperate caſes the old Rule muſt-be ob- 
ſerved, Scelere tutandum eſt Scelus, One Lie muſt 
be juſtifred by another. For 'tis not eafie to be- 
Jieve, that the onely #rue Copy -of the Acts of the 
Vicene Council, and that ina Latize Tranilation 

| -too,. 
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too; ſhould be preſerved at Rome : nor is it eaſie 


to-imagine, that if there had been ſuch an anthers 
tick Copy of that famous Council lodged at: Rowe, 
1t would have been permitted lo long to have lain 
in the dark, and never have been produced 
. til\ the Council of Chalcedonz eſpecially ſince the 
Tytereſt of the Roman Biſhop required the Pro- 
duction thereof to prove the ſame Prerogative 
above fifty years ſooner. For will any man be- 
lieve that thoſe Romar -Bilhops, Zoſimus and his 
Succeſlour Boniface, who claimed this Primacs 
from the ſixth Council of Carthage, would have 
been fo far wanting to themſelves, as not to have 
produced- ſuch an authertick Copy, which, if 
clearlymade out, would have ſatisfied the Coun- 
cil, ended the Controverſte, and eſtabliſhed the Pri- 
m#aacy of Rome by a Law ? 

True it is, -Fa#ſtina4,. the Pope's Legate, pro» 
duced 4n'that Council his Commonitoriavs which 
hethad from Rowe, pretending the Authority of. 
the Nicene Fathers for the Primzacy of the Pope, 
and particularly in matters of Appeal « but how 
little theſe Pretences were liked by the Council, 
we may eafily gueſs by that Anſwer which was 
returned by Alipius, who was a great man there, 
"Es ziver, On oy To bnmiounnlay nuas mrs Tecuritols imis Teuris 
Tis &y NIzeud.- ovyods; Ta) TY Exe, 24 obeſs mw Ayn, edaua; 
:52u4 * Tt troubleth me, that though we have ex- 
amined the Greek Copies of the Niceve Counc:!, 
yet (how it comes to paſs I cannot tell) we can 
by »o means find any ſuch thing as the Xomar: 
Biſhop pretends and claims. And fo much did they 
certifie Pope Boniface himſelf in.their Synodical 
Letter, Tam irvygdrorles BiBxias, cg 5/hp Brfaioy Toa 
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vly a0 £Vgeir ndvuinuwer* Having many Greek Copies 
before us, we could not find what was intimated 
and demanded from Aoze, no not ſo much as in 
any one. 

However, that they might ſatisfie themſelves 
and the Biſhop of Rowe too ſo much the better, 
they thought fit to diſpatch away their Letters to 
Cyril Biſhop of Alexandria, and Atticus Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, deſiring them to ſend over what 


Copies and Regiſters they had of the Nicene Coun- 


cil : who accordingly did fo. For thus Cyril tells 
them, "Arty Keloy Hy Nomuly amanda T% mISOTY]E fox ma This 
e1,SwmKs cvvids Tis 75 Ninghwy Tor exoweras. And thus 
Atticus too, Keds of &y Nixaic om? fd miTicay welgnouy 
navoyss, & bnoxAigpy os cnenturzms, dniena, "Tis evident, 
by theſe Expreſſions, that theſe two Biſhops ſent 
over to the Council of Carthage the 4Fs, Decrees 
and Canons of the Nicexe Fathers ertire,uncorrup- 
ted,and unqueſtjionable. And what's the Iſſue? -do 
any one of theſe Copies agree with that of Rome ? 
No3 the Council having peruſed da13r5igas 'Amyga- 
e«;, theſe true Copies, ſent this Meſſage to Czle- 
ftirns, who was now become Pope, and had 
made the ſame Demands with Zoſimus and Boni- 
face, Tor 7 mms wn nvrinuey 6dr, We cannot find 


any ſuch Caron as is pretended, no not inthe moſt 


authentick Copies that we have peruſed. 

But the truth is, that Copy of the Nicene Coun- 
cit mentioned by the Pope's Legate to the Coun- 
cil of Carthage was, to the ſhame of the Romar 
See, unworthily and baſely corrupted; and thoſe 


words mentioned by Be/armine, Eccleſia Romana 


ſemper habuit Primaturs, were de novo, how poli- 
tickly ſoever, yet knaviſoly enough, added to the 
| old 


Traditions to the written Word. 
o14 Canon. For 'tis evident that the Council of 
Carthage reſolved to alter nothing that had been 
defined by the Nicewe Fathers, Suumtru 1» Fyyodvs 
& wv, TidyTu Te oy Th Ninghuv ouvide ogrttume many thay we 
e+uny * and again, T3 69192 y Vo Ths & Nizaie ouyods TU An 
Tyg2 Tia we Tos wdews; Nyarare. W hich Expreflions are 
enough to convince all reaſonable men, that this 
Council of Carthage had no inclination to charge 
any, but confirm all, the Conſtitutions of the Nz- 
ceze Fathers : but as:to that Caron which the 
Pope's Legate pretended, requiring or allowing 
the African Clergy to appeal from their own Bi- 
ſhops to the Biſhop of Rome, they were lo far 
from confirming this, that they eſtabliſhed an <x- 
preſs Canon agairft it ; and thus it runs, Igor: gee 
x) Atekoyor, x; of normal #gTOTERN of KAngtza), oy als Lowmv airias, 
1 tygAbropral #5 Th ray THis Sahdzns Nuggugte * Presby- 
ters, Deacons, and other inferiour Clergy-men, 
in whatever Cauſes they have, let them yo# appeal 
to any T ribunal.beyond the Sea, 7. e. as the Coxn- 
cil.exprelly words it in their Letter to the Pope, 
Toes my Tis Papaioy Erxancies "Emory, let them not 
appeal to the Biſhop of Rome, This Canon did {o 
nettle the Koran Biſhops, that upon this occaſion 
Boniface the Second told Emlalins Biſhop of Car- 
thage, who had now unworthily ſubmitted his 
Chair to the See of Rowe, that his Predeceſlour 
Aurelius, St. Auſtine, and above two hundred 
more learned and pious Biſhops aſſembled in the 
Council of Carthage, had denied Subjection to the 
Roman Biſhop, becaufe they were, as he impu- 
dently affirmed, z#ſpired. and inſtigated by the 
Devil. 

But as from this Determination of the Council 


.non of the Nicene Biſhops, alleged by Farſtinws 
-in the Pope's behalf, to be ſparions and forged; fo 
-may we reaſonably infer as much from the conft- 
.deration of its #zaiter, which is altogether y-true 


Gregor, M. 
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and evidently falſe. For, is it imaginable that ſo 


-carly a Council as that of Nice ſhould acknow- 


ledge and ratifie the perpetual Primacy of the 


Roman Biſhop, ſince 'tis notoriouſly known, that 


the Primacy of the Roman Biſhops was firſt deri- 


ved from that bloudy Emperour Phocas, and pro- 


cured by the crafty Inſinuations of Boniface the 
Third, who, magna cur contentione, as Platina 
writes, with much adoe procured, but moſt wil- 
lingly aſſumed to himſelf, the Title of Univerſal 
Biſhop, and Head of all other Churches 2 

T hat it was not thus in former Ages, we have 
the Conteflion of Gregory the Great, who tells 
us, Nul/us unquam Predeceſſorum meorum hoc tant 
prophano vocabulo uti conſuevitz None of all my 
Predeceſlours would ever aſſume to himſelf this 
profane Title ': and as for himſelf, he was fo far 
from owning it, that he was the very firſt Biſhop 
of Rome that ſtyled himſelf Servus Servorum Dez, 
the Servant of the Servants .of-Gad. To ſtyle 
himſelf by :this humble Title he took occaſion 
from the Pride and Arrogance of Johy, called Nr- 
was, Patriarch of Conſtantinople, which being at 
that time the Teperial Seat, this John had took 
upon him the Title of Univerſal Biſhop 3 where- 
of Gregory thus complains : O tempora! 5 mores ! 
Ecce deſirufe urbes, everſa caſtra, &c. & tamen 
Sacerdotes, qui in pavimento & cinere flentes jacere 


debuernnt, Vanitatis ſibi nomen expetunt, © navis 
| CO pro» 
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.of Carthage we may conclude that pretended Ca» 


 -Traditions to the written VForZ 129 

& prophanis vocabulis gloriantur. With this F'x- 
preſlion of Gregory the Great agreeth that of UOf- ther . 
; pergenſis 3 Rogatn Bonifacii Phocas conſtituit Sedem Poon, 
Romane & Apoſtolice Eccleſie Caput eſſe omnium 
Eccleſiarum; nam antea Conſtantinopolitana Eccleſia 
ſe ſcribebat primam Omniun « Phocas, at the Re- 

veſt of Boniface, ordained that the See of Rome | 

ould be Head of al Churches; for before that | f 
time the Church of Conſtartinvople did write herſelf = 
the Prize of a/ Churches. And if ſo, how can it be 
imagined that the Primacy of the Romar Biſhop l 
ſhould be acknowledged and granted,as Be/armine | [ 
contends, by the ſixth Cazor of the very firſt Ge- | 
neral Council ? | 

No; the certain truth 1s, this Canon was un- 
wotthily corrupted in favour of the KRozzan Biſhop: _ i 
and although our Adverſaries cannot for ſhame ac- 
knowledge their own corrupting of Councils; yet | ; 
they cannot deny but that it hath been familiarly | 
done by other perſons. Nay,doubtleſs.,in ſome ca- 
ſes they themſelves pretend the Corruption of Coun- | 
cils, when in truth there was no ſuch matter. For | | 
if the Authority of ſuchor ſuch a Council be urged | 
againſt the Romar Church, and cannot otherwiſe | 
be well eſcaped; they have no. other Shift to ſave | 
themſelves, but onely to pretend that ſuch and ſuch | 
a Cenory, which they cannot anſwer, is falſe and | 
counterfeit. 'Tis a certain Truth, that their Pope 
Honorivs was condemned for a downright Heretick 
by the ſixth General Council, which conſiſted of 


an hundred and ſeventy Fathers aſſembled at Cons 4 
antinople 3 ſo 'tis recorded : Aiginis ws O9us ces dv6- Autor In- } 

34ann, faith one; The Council condemned Hoxs- —_ | 

ri#s and ſome other Aſſertours of the ſame Opinion | 
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as Hereticks that fought againſt God, And that this 
Sentence was juſt,Photize thus afſures us, v7 Mules 
wred/cny imnviozrre, they broughtthem under a r5gbre+ 


oxs. Condemnation. | 


But will the Komen Church contentedly fuf- 
fer any Biſhop of theirs to be condemned, bran-- 
ded and recorded for an arrant Heretick, and” 
plead nothing in his behalf? What would then. 


become of their dear I»fa//ibility * what would 


then become of Pope -Agatho's Letter to' the 
fixth General Comncil, wherein he bragged, that 
the Biſhops of: Rowe never erred in Points' of 
Faith Or will the Koman Church acknowledg 
that a General Council may be miſtaken, and that 
in a matter. of. ſo great Concern to- themſelves- 
as they take the 7»fal/ibility of their Biſhops to 
be? 'Tis a ſhrewd Dilemma that our Adverſa- 
ries 'lie under in this caſe. For, if Homorius 
were Certainly an Heyetich , their Trfa#ibility 
cealeth ;: but if Hotorizs wete wo Heretick, 
they may General Councils. erre, Which the Ko- 
2an Church is loath to grant. Well; to ſecure 
the Credit of Honorizs, and the Authority of that 
General Council which condemited him too, Bel-- 
larmine invents this trick, and tells us, EFrat Cone 
ſuetudo Grecorum fere ordinaria corrumpendi li- 
bros, &c. Tt was even the familiar Cuſtom of- 
the Greciarns to corrupt the Copies of Councils. 

And that it was ſo indeed in the caſe of Home- 

riws,. he takes for granted3 Sine dubio Homorit- 
nomen. inter eos qui damnaniur 4 ſexta Synodo in- 

ſertum eſſe ab evmlis Romane Eccleſie, &c. With- 
out doubt the name of Hororins was inſerted a- 

mong thoſe Heretichs whom the-fixth Council con- 

| | demned. 
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demned by ſome. perſans 4hat bore. war gooth will 
to the Roxwar, Church,, Thus: would, the:Carg;- 
wal make the world: beheve, that what Canox 
ſoever' ſpake. any Ny pos to 'D 1Biſbop: of :biy 
Charch,.-mult cextaivly be carrapyied a0d forged. 
by the Greg4azs.;. who, agshe- intimates, had no- 
great Kindneſs for the Rowan Sees; , - 
And methinks, - if Be//arxrine be' real- tn what 
he ſaith 3-if he-did yerily;ſufpe@ that ſuch and 
fuch Councils were;indeed corrupted.and forged 
by the Grecians, as being difaffeted to the: Ko- 
man Church we have greater cauſe to be jea- 


Tous, that ſuch and ſuch Councils have been mi-- . 


ſerably corrupted and forged by the Latines, who 
are ſworn enemies to every Church which differs 
from their own. For, fince 'cis evident that they 
have made ſo bold with that famous Covncil of. 
Nice, as to falſlifie a Canon of theirs; we cannot 
think that they have ſo great a Veneration for 
any other. Council - beſides, but that they will. 
corrupt and forge them, eyen,as oft as their In-. 
tereſt doth ſo require. /\. + > 
And ſince 'tis thus 5 ſince, by the Confeſſion 
of our Adverſaries themſelves, ſuch and ſuch 
particular Fathers have ſtrangely erred 3 ſince 
the-moſt-Eearned men of the” Roman Church 
have acknowledged that even Popes and Comnncils - 
have been, if not »#iſtaker in themſelves, yet. 
baſely corrupted by others 2 we cannot think- 
our ſelves obliged: to accept the Authority and. 
Teſtimonies of ſuch Fathers, -Popes and Conncils, 
as ſure and infallible Proofs of thoſe Fraditions - 
which are now received in'and recommended - 
by the Aoman Church, _— ns Tan: | 
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by: the” Univerſal Chirch, nor warranted bythe + 
writien | Word'ot God. And, upon'this feoreh 
we'can- doe no leſs then- wonder at the fir ange 
Confidewc;.and "wnparalieÞd 'Preſumption of 'the 

Council of Trans and their Abettours, who dare - 
at leaſt equattheir own Traditions, which ſtand 


upon ſuch #vcertain and flippery Grounds, even © 


to thoſe-_Holy | Seriptures which are aniverſally 
owned and infalibl 'proved to be-a5y©&f-XKerr?, the 
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